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ULl Upeiatlonal Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the
Period Ending 34 July 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (B-1)

SEE DISTRIBUTIOE

Locationt Cu Chi Base Camp (XT647153), Cu Chi, RVN,
Reporting Officers Major Gemeral Ellis W, Williamson
Prepared By: Major Michael D. Keating, 18th Military History Detachment.
Eap References: Vietmam, 1350,000, Seriessz L7014, Sheetss 6131 I, II;
6132 IIy 6230 I, II, III, Ivg 6231 I, II, IIT, IV; 6232 II, III, IV;

" 6330 I, IX, IV 6331 IIT,

1 (C) Section I, Operations: Significant Activities,

A General:s During the previous reporting quarter the 25th Infantry
Hvision had completely preempted the enemy’s planned “"Winter-Spring™ Of-
fensive, In the last week of February 1969, the Division crushed the en~
cuy attack forces which had moved against Patrol Base Diamond, Fire Support
Base Mahone II, Dau Tieng Base Cémp and Cn Chi Base Camp, During March the
Division engaged in a series of intense battles with enemy forces in their
staging areas along the Saigon River, and in the Ben Cui and Cau Khoi Rubber
Plantations as numerous attempts to ambush Division convoys were turned in-
to major enemy defeats, The Division maintained relentless pressure against
the enexy units throughout April, forcing their depleted remnants to seek
sanctuary, Toward the end of April the enemy made several futile attempts
‘to salvage some success from his aborted offensive., His multi-battalion
attacks against Patrol Base Diamond II, Patrol Base Diamond III and Patrol
Base Frontier City, launched from Cambodia, resulted in abject defesat and
the loss of 494 men. The Division®s counteroffensive had left the enemy
forces in a seriously wecakened condition, ’ :

~ As the present reporting period began, the Division determined to pur-
sue a three-fold objective aimed at preemption of any new enemy offensive
moves, Through widespread reconnaissance missions and battlefield surveil- ‘
lance, the Division troops would detect, engage, and destroy enemy main
-force units through the rapid reinforcement of and application of massive
firepower to every contact; Combined operations with ARVN and RF/PF forces
would be increased to the maxisum in order to up-grade the efficiency of
these units and to apply more combat power throughout the Division TACR.
The pacification program would be vigorously executed in order to further
orode the enemy’s physical and psychological strength., Special emphasis
would be placed on the destrustion of the Viet Cong Infrastructure,
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and’ psyclioclogisal advantage over the U,3., and %thnl nnkonnsoour aw
solve, hastening our departure, and leaving the politically minant

in South Vietname (39_0 Overlay L - Enemy Unit qud’.iput’*

The enemy planned to conduoct this campaign with a series of high
points of activity timed to coincide with significant Viet Cong and Bbrth
Vietnamese holidays and important events at the Paris Feace Talks, Frior
to each high -point of activity, the madin force units would avoid contast
and prepare themselves in their base: srensy  Daring these periods the local
foraes would be active in extending their ares of control through terrorisa,
and occupy thé attention of Ues: and GVE forces by interdieting lines of
commnication and conducting harassing atiacks, attacks by fire and sapper
attacks, In addition to keeping Uo3+ snd ARVE forces preocoupied, these
tactics would screen the movement of main force supplies and units to for-
ward areas, The high points themsclves would involve coordinated attacks -
by maimr and looal force units to disxupt the pacificsiion efforts and selse
objectives of significant politi&sllpoyéhologioll advantageo:
Tay Muh Province was pinpointed as the major battlefield of the
earlier stages of the offensive, Tn that aresy Tay Ninh City. Tay Ninh Base
Camp (XT155L), Fire Support Base Weshington (XT147568), Fire Support Base
Puell (X1218535), Fire Support Base Crook (XT055595); the Tay Ninh Chieu .
Hoi Center (XT21:0500) and ABVH ‘and U.S. installstions at Ben Soi SX,TO93’{75) '
were targeted for attacks. Cu Chi (XT6515) and Dau Tieng ':(I‘tb?b? Base ’
Camps were also considered enemy objectives, ' 'In ‘the southernmost: pertion
of the TAOR, Duc Hoa City (XS4996): and. Bso Tral (Xs5389998) as well as Fire
Support Bass Keems (XT604017), which #its astride a traditional. enemy line
of communioatior from Cambodim to Salgon, were given specisl attention by
elements reconnoitering the area. The Phu Cuong and Ba Bep Bridges, vital
1inks across the Salgon River, were also slated for destraction. -

The ‘considerably -weakened enemy attempted to bolster loeal guerrilla
forces with full time cadre for use in terrorist activities and disruption:
of the pacification program, Throughout: May, enemy main force units re—
ceived replacements and supplies, conduoted training in rear base areas,
and sent out reconnaissance elements while local forces continued terror—
18t activities and assassinations,. Special instruction in technlques for
sapper squads was completed Ly the isti of Jund, pointing to a possible
snorease in this type of activitye '

During this period, the plight of the enemy soldier seemed to be far
from improvinge. Attempts to offset low morale wers evidenced by grequent
s gsuance of directives stressing ideologicsl indoctrination, The Committee
On South Vistnem no longer pronised total victory and set limited military
objeotives for thelr forces, The fear of air strikes, continuous fallure

-
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During May, the crganization of Division forces in the ist Brigade
area around Tay Ninh City included the 4tk Battalior, 9th’ Infantry; the
4th Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, snd the 3rd Battalion, 22nd In-
fantry, supported by the 7th Battalion, 11lth Art:llery and, for the first
ten days of May, ty Troor, &, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry,.

The 4-9 Inf was given the mission of condusting day and night of-
fensive operations in the Runegade (¥T2828 XT2832) and Straight Edge (XT16-
34) Woods to interdict VC/NVA linss of rcommunication; to find and destroy
enemy base areas, caches and olement: of the 271st and 272nd NVA Regiments
and D16 VC/NVA Battalion, The 4.2 Mach was given a similar mission im
areas generally north of Tay Nint: City along with prevention of enemy con-
trol of Highways 22 and 26, The mission of the 322 Inf was to locate and
destroy elements of the 273rd NVA Regiment northwestv of Tay Ninh and to
preempt attacks by fire againat Tay Ninh City and Tay Ninh Base Camp,
Emphasis was also placed up.n corducting night operations based upon cur-
rent intelligence to further frustrate enemy operaiionr.

The 2nd Brigade continued operations in Hau Nghia. Province with six
battalions conduzting extensive reconnaissanca/zearch operations, The
2nd Brigade was composed of the 2nd Bsttalion, 1kt Infantry, with the mis-
sion of destroying elements of the 269th VC/NVA Battalion, the 2642 VC/NVA
Battalion and local ¥CI in the Bao Trai-My Hanh region (XT5005); the 2nd
Battalion, 27th Infantry, charged with destroying base areas, caches and
interdicting movement of the 9th VC/RVA Division west of the Vam Co Dong
River; the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry, with the mission of
locating and destroying base areas and caches of the 88th and 268th Regi-
ments and seliminating VC cadre in the Trung Lap-Hobc Woods area (XT5020-6020)
&8s well as preventing attacks by fire against Cu Chi Base Camp; the 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry, with the mission of destroying local forces of
the 109th and 268th VC/NVA Regiments and local VC cadre in the upper Cita-
del area (XT5025); the 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor {(-), operating in the Fil-
hol-Phu Hoa Dong areas (XT6720-XT70i0) to conduet. reconnaissance/search
operations to interdict enemy movement and destroy local force elements and
Viet Cong cadre; and the 1st Battalion, 508th Airborne Infantry, to preempt
enemy activity east of the Angsl’s Wing,

The 1-508 Inf left Division cobtrol on 24 May and ths 3rd Squadron, 17th
Air Cavalry shifted to support elemsnts of the 2nd Brigade, The 2nd Brigade
was supported by the 1st Battalion, 8tn Artillery,

The 2nd Battalion (Machanized), 22nd Infantry, and the 1st Battalion,
27th Infantry, supported by the 2nd Batialion, 77ih Artillery, continued to
be the maneuver battalions under 3rd Brigade control in the western porticae
of Binh Dhong Province, The 2-22 Mech had the basic mission of contacting
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The 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry was to operate in the western Citadel
region north of Go Dau Ha and destroy elementr of the 88th, and 268th VC/NVA
Regiments and VC cadre, Elements of the 1-5 Mach and 2-14 Inf, under the
operational control of the 2-34 Armor, providad sevurity for the Phu Cuong
(XT8114) and Ba Bep (XT7813) Bridges, (See Overlay 2 - 25th Inf Div TAOR
1 May ~.30 June 1969)

The month of May was generally characterized by scattered activity
throughout the Division area with the major actions devaloping in the
2nd Brigade area in Hau Nghia Province as a result of preemptive operations
oconducted by Division forces, During the first week in May, enemy msin
force units were in a standdown posture, performing reconnaissance, re-
supply missions and training, Operation Toan Thang, Phase III wae still
in effect as Division forcss moved to counter these preparatory gestures
vy the enemy..

Hard fighting broke out in the 2nd Brigade arsa in a sexies of friendly
¥nitlated contacts with enemy platoon snd company sized elements lodged in
the Citadel, Ho Bo Woods and Filhol Phn Hoa Dong areas, On 2 May, Troops
A and B, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cawalry, performing a reconnaissance mission,
located a group of bunker complexes near the Boi Loi Woods (XT%75325), and
engsaged an unknown sized enemy forcs with organic weapons, NVA soldlers in
the bunkers returned fire witn small arms, automatioc weapona and RPG°s, The
oavalrymen moved their Sheridan tanks forward and pounded the bunkers with
155mm fire while helicopter gunships pinned the enemy down, The ground troops
movad back to allow artillery and air strikes to smash the well-fortified
bunkers, Sweeping through the area, Troops A and B recovered 28 enemy bodies

* and captured two Viet Cong prisoners.of-war,

In the Citadel on 5 May, enemy plans tor a convoy ambush were upset
by the 2nd Battslion, 12th Infantry. which was sweeping the area along
Highway 6A north of Trang Bang (XT500Z256), Warnsed in advance by intel-
ligence of the ambush attempt, the convoy recurity elemsnts engaged the
enemy as they moved along the highway ahead of the convoy, Artillery,
helicopter gunships and air strikec wers placed upon the enemy position
and 16 NVA were killed, The ambush attempt was the first of several small
eneny actions designed to give their replacemenis combat erperience as part
of an Bmlation Campaign, At 1145 hours that same day in the Ho Bo Woods
(X1599228), Company A, 1st Battalion, 508th Airborne Infantry, opened fire
on an unknown number of enemy and kept them rixed in place for deatruoction
by air strikes., Sixteen NVA were killed and two U.S, infantrymen wounded
in the encounter,

. Activity increased sharply in the 2nd and 3rd Brigade areas during
the second week of Miy and the first of several enemy initiated attacks

CONF'DENTIAL
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F ny D, 2nd Battalion, i4th Infantry, conducted a combat assauli along &
suspected enemy route to Saigon (XT765160), They located an enemy force

and engaged them with organic weapons, An element from the 2nd Battalion,
34th Armor, joined the contact and placed 9Ctmm tank fic= on the enemy,
Helicopter gunships and artillery were employed and a sweep of the area
revealed 29 enemy killed. One enemy soldier rallied to Company D (2-14 Inf)
and identified the enemy force in contact as the 2nd Battalion, Quyet Thang
Regiment ..

In the 3rd Brigade area on 7 May, Troop €, 3rd Squadron, 17th Alr
Cavalry, exploiting Hoi Chanh information concerning a bunker complex
manned by the 3rd Battalion, 101st NVA Regiment, killed 13 NVA with auto-
matic weapons and rockets south of the Michelin Rubber Plantation (XT5847).
This incident preceded a major encounter with the snemy when, two days
later (9 May), a Hoi Chanh led Company D, 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry,
and Company C, 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry. into the same
area (XT571453) where they gained contast with an enemy force estimated
at 200-400 NVA, The base ares held a large quantity of supplies and wer
materiel, including 23.4 tons of rice, and 1,400 pounds of salt, In the
two-day battle that followed, U.,S, forces poured a barrage of organic wea-
pons,, artillery and air strikes into the area with helicopter gunships
overhead strafing enemy positions, Night imposed a temporary curfew over
the battlefield but, on the morning ot 1C May, hrostilities continued with
the well-disciplined enemy trcops who refused to be driven from the area
and had to be destroyed in place, After their resistance had been broken,
a total of 115 enemy bodies were re:overed and three prisoners-of-war were
captured, The 10ist NVA Regiment had suffered a tremendous lose which
prevented them from participating in future operations for the rest of the
month, U,S. losses were two killed, nine wounded and two armored personnel
carriers damaged,

At 1040 hours on 10 May seven kilometers northeast of Go Dau Ha
(XT453282), Troops A, B and C, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, on a. recon-
naissance/search operation, engaged an enemy company with organic wea-
pons, helicopter gunships, artillery and air strikes, resulting in 25 en~
emy killed.,. The cavalrymen lost one man killed, threse wounded and one
"Sheridan™ dsstroyed.. ‘

On the night of 10 May, Company A, ist Battalion (Mechenized), Sth
Infantry, and one platoon from Company D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry,
established a night offensive position in the Citadel (XT559278), When
they had dug in and circled their positions with wire obstacles, a test
firing of weapons was ordered and, during the test firing, one of the
mortar crews sent up an illumination round, This light silhouetted 30 NVA
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Acting on reports received from workers in the Ben Cui Rubber Plan-
tation stating that the 1st Battalion, 18B NVA Regiment. was moving into the
Ben Cul from the north to ambush the Ca Chi -Dau Tieng supply convoy, the
Ird Brigade sent Companies A and C, 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd In-
fantry into the area (XT460470) on 12 May, Company C made contact at 0945
hours and killed six NVA with organic weapons and artillery, At 1145 hours,
not far from this contact, Company A encountered an entrenched enemy platoon
and engaged them with artillery and TAC air. Enemy small arms and RPG fire
killed one American and wounded six others, After fire ceased, Company A
located 29 enemy dead, four small arms, 40 RPG rounds and a 60mm mortar with
five rounds of ammunition.

As & follow-up to the interception of this force in the Ben Cui, the 1st
Brigade's 4th Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, moved into the Crescent -
ares (XT4055) on 13 May to interdi:! sny further movement to the south, Early
on the morning of 14 May, Company 4 received & mortar and ground attack from
an estimated enemy battalion against their night offensive position (XT408518).
Company A fought back with organic weapons, artillery, gunships and TAC air
and killed S% of the enemy, again identified as part of the 1EB NVA Rogiment.

On the night of 12 May, the Division received its share of the theatre-
wide shellings that struck most major U.S. installations, Dau Tieng Base
Camp (XTW947) received 38 107mm rotkets. 11 120mm mortar rounds and four 82mm
mortar rounds; Cu Chi Base Camp {(XT6515) was hit with six 107mm rockets, and
Tay Ninh Base Camp (XT1551) received 33 107mm rockets, There were also attacks
bi.firo on FSB Pershing (XT518256), FSB Pattoh‘(XT?8321?)p PB: Diamond III
(XT327215), FSB Stoneman (X7303710), FSB Rawlings (¥T317497), PB Frontier
City (XT203293), FSB Crook (XT055595), and Tower #L at the Phu Hoa: Dong Com-
pound (XT7019), The Combined Reconnaissance/Intelligence Platoom, {st Batte-
1ion (Mechanised), 5th Infantry, suffered the heaviest lossesz with one mam
killed and five wounded as 100 rounds of 8Z2mm mortar fire rained down on their
positiom in the Cu Chi Subsector (XT627125), Other than this incident, the
Division had three men wounded, Fire Support Base Rawlings offectively re—-
turned fire with a Night Hawk helicopter and killed 11 NVA, after receiving
75mm recoillesa rifle fire. '

The 3rd and 6th ARVN. Airborne Battalions turned back three attacks on
thelr positions southwest of Tay Ninh City (XT121411-XTO3-XTLI746) on: LL

and 12 May, killing a total of 176 NVA and capturing four prisoners from the
271st NVA Reglment,

This brief series of attacks constituted the first phase of the enemy's
Summer Offensive, Subsequent enemy plans to launch attacks during May for
propsganda value had to be postponed again and again, Enemy leaders held

6
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arily of incidents of taxation, terrorism, mining and prcpagsandizing, In t
meantime, the Division ccncentrated on locating the elusive enemy to engage
ard destroy him,

Followirng the attacks in the lst Brigade area., Company G, Lth Battelio
(Machanized), 23rd Infantry, <r a reconnaissance mission ten kilometers ea
of Nui Ra Der mountain (XT396548) on 13 May, lscated six enemy who had been

_1led by artillery as a result cf detectien by SLAR. In the area where th
fcund the bodies, Company C desiroyed 66 rounds ¢f 60mm mortar ammunition,
seven rounds of recoilless rifie ammunition, six hand grenades, three RPG
rounds and three small arms weapons. At 1420 heurs on 1, May, Company C,
3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry, conducting » reconnaissance missiem three ki
meters sovthwest of Tral Bi ZXTO9366L) , encountered an entrenched enemy com
pany and was supported by artillery, and air strikes, A sweep of the area
after the enemy broke contact discicsed 25 NVA bodiea, :

. In mid-May, stressing cambined operations, the 2nd Brigade launched a

cordon and search operation of the Ap Gicng Viec hamlet (XT605155) just nor
of Cu Chi Base Camp, The resulting intelligence initiated a series of sig-
nificant contacts with local for-e units,

Ap Giong Viec hamlet is surrounded by open rice paddies, with dense
bamboo hedgerows around the houses, The tgrget area was a suspected com-
munication/liaisen point for the Viet Cong., Company B and one platoon fram
Campany C, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry with the 132nd Regional
Force Company initiated the operation at 0500 hours on 21 May, The concept
of the operation was to cordor around the hamlet; while the 132nd Regional
Force Company conducted the search, Since the area was known to be heavily
booby trapped; air stri ses with napaim were used:tc soften the periphery of
the area and eliminate some of the booby traps, Upon completion of the alx
strikes, an artillery preparation (155 howitzers and l;,2" mortars) was em-
ployed on enemy bunkers and fighting pssitions uncovered by the air strikes
Following this, the search force moved into the cbjective area,

They immediately captured a Viet Cong prisoner-of-war, armed with an
AK-}7 rifle; who indicated that he was a squad leaier and that there were
20 other Viet Cong in the complex., A PSYOPS tape was made by the prisoner
calling upon his comrades to swrrender and a helicopter with loudspeakers
was dispatched to the operational area with the Cu Chi District Chief who
appealed to the enemy forge to surrender. As a result of this PSYOPS effo:
ane Viet Cong Hoi Chanh rallied to the friendly ferces, Upon campletion of
the PSYOPS broadcast, the enemy was again engaged and the 132nd Regifnal
Force Company and two platoons from Company B (1-5 Mech) made a sweep of il
area which disclosed 17 Viet Cong KIA, six Viet Cong priscners-of-war, 1k
AK-}7 rifles, four pistols, and several ChiCom grenades, claymore mines,
documents and mortar accessories,
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in the capture Ol LI C & e o thn i -

the Viet Song. These personrel were involved in the minirg of the S5Lth En-
gineer Battaljon mess hall on 3 January 1969, Through interrogation of the
Viet Cong Undersecretary for the Party Committee of Cu Chi by the 25'h Mili-
tary Intelligence Detschment, additicnal intelligence on the hiding plece of
the C-20 Local Force Company Commander and other party officluls was obteined,

Based on intelligence gained fram the operation on 21 May, another com-
bined operation was initiated in Ap Glong (XT605155) on 26 May, with U.S.
Forces forming the cordon and regicnal forces conducting the search,

The most significant resvlt of this operation wes the killing of the C-20
local Force Cempany Comnander and the location of a document on his body in-
dicating that a meeting of all Viet Cong hamlet and district chiefs of Cu Chi
District wes to be held on 29 May in the village of Xom Rang 1 (XI575235).

In addition, 15 other VC were killed in the action,

On 29 Nay, the 2nd Brigade reacted to exploit the intelligence gained
from these documents, The operation began at ~800 hours with U,S, forces
esteblishing a cordon and a combined U,5, snd regional force conducting a
search in the Xom Rang 1 area. The exact location of the meeting was not
known, but the general area was known to be in the vicinity of XT570235, an
area of dense, heavily booby trapped hedgerows and populated with Viet Cong
sympathizers, The 18t Battalion (Mechan'zed), Sth Infantry was the control
headquartcrs for the operation, .

After the cordon was established, a PSYOPs helicopter began brosdcast-
ing in the target area directing all civilians to move to & civilian collec-
tion point, The concept of the cordon and search was changed to an assault
of the target area when the PSYOPS airoraft received heavy ground fire and
observed mumercus enemy taking evasive action, The friendly forces converged
into the area, bombarding enemy positions with organic weapons, artillery,
90mn tank guns and helicopter gunships (LFT), As tie enemy fled through the
palm groves and bamboo, they were pounded with air strikes, This confron-
tation cost the enemy one NVi prisoner-of-wur, 59 VC/NVA KIA, one 82mm mor-
tar, 30 AK-47 rifles, eight RPG rocket launchera, 25 Chicom grenades, 1200
pounds of rice and 300 yards of cloth,

The destruction of 59 enemy of the 3rd Battalion, 268th NVA Regiment
preempted the planned attack on the Trung Lap compound which was indicated by
documents captured after the action. This series of operations dealt a oriti-
cal btlow to both the local force insurgents amd Viet Cong infrastructure
operating within the 2nd Brigade area of responsit:ility.

] In other operations in the 2nd Brigode area, Companies B and D, 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry, and Company A, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), Sth

8
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ted an eneamy soldlier dressed in camoufléged'clothing. lHe was killed by smal:
_arms tire, Irnicrnse enemy fire consisting of automatic weapons and RPG's
erupted fror the brush and Company D withdrew under the cover of artillery
and helicorter gunships (LFT), Company A, 1lst Eattalion (Medhanized), Sth
Infantry, set up a blecking positipn while air strikes leveled the enemy
base area. The action was reinforced by Company B (2-12 Inf), lifted into
the area on eagle flights, Company D (Z-12 Inf) and Company A (1-5 Inf)
advanced through the bunker corplex and found 50 enemy bodies and 60 bunkers
" destroyed, The next morning (14 May), the three companies again assaulted
the arca and, in several scattered incidents, killed 3L more NVA,

. ¢

In the 3rd Brigade area following the attacks of 12 May, the 2nd Bat-
talion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry, began a reconnaissance mission in a
densely vegetated area northwest of Dau Tieng in the Crescent., On 13 May,
Companies A and C made contact at 1330 hours with an enemy force dug in to
well-concealed positions (XTLS651L). Enemy fire consisted of small arms,
automatic weapons, RPG's and 60mm mortar rounds which killed one U.S, soldie
and wounded nine others, Artillery and air strikes destroyed the enemy's
fortified positions, driving them from the area and killing six. At 1621
hours on 1l May, in the same general area (XT4S1513), Companies A, B and C
and the Reconnaissance Platoon of the same battalion engaged elements of
an enemy battalion-sized force and again received heavy RPG and mortar fire,
Artillery and air strikes broke the enemy's resistance, leaving seven NVA
dead. The combined U,S, forces lost two men killed and five wounded,

During the third week in May, the 1lst and 3rd Brigades experienced ligh
contact but fighting in the 2nd Brigade area continued to be intense,

On 16 May, the 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, located a large cache in the
Ho Bo Woods (XT510316) and in the next two days evacuated or destroyed 17.L
tons of rice, L,75 tons of salt, 25 pounds of marijuana, several motorbikes
and bicycles, 9800 rounds of small arms ammunition, 50 pounds of foodstuffs,
one 60mm mortar, 37 rounds of RPG ammunition, and other assorted weapons
and munitions, Also on 16 May, Companies A and B, 1lst Battalion, 508th Air-
borne Infantry, conducted combat assaults in the southeastern portion of the
Ho Bo Woods (XT657246) and, at 1330 hours, engaged an enemy force with organ
ic weapons, Helicopter punships, artillery and air strikes supported the
firefight that developed and when the fighting had subsided, 38 NVA bodies
were located at the contact site, Neither of the two U.S, companies sus-
tained casualties,

On 18 May, the 2nd Brigade again turned its attention to the Citadel
where two contacts developed only minutes apart within three kilometers of
each other, At 1235 hours, Troops B and C, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, com-
pleting a detailed search of an area which had disclosed four NVA bodies,
exchanged fire with an enemy platoon, was reinforced with artillery and heli
copter gunships, and killed 1l Viet Cong (XTS13282), At 1247 hours, Company
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There were three contacts in the o Bo Woods on 20 May. Ab 0952 hours,
Troops B and C, 3rd Squadron, Lith Cavalry, lost one man killed, two wounded
and sustained damage to one nSheridan" and an amored personnel carrier
(XT542321) as a result of enemy fire after they contacted an enemy force en-
trenched in a bunker camplex. They saturated the area with 152mm tank fire,
artillery and air strikes and located six NVA killed. At 1515 hours, search-
ing an area nearby (£T512324), Troop A located a 30-bunker hospital complex
which had been in recent use. At 1420 hours, Company C, lst Battalion, 508th
Airborne Infantry, conducting a reconnaissance mission, fired on an enemy
force of unknown size, killing 16 of the enemy and capturing nine weapons
while suffering no casualties (X157223L). A4t 1535 hours in the Ho Bo Woods
(XT568319), Team #25, Company F, 75th Infantry (Ranger) blasted a Viet Cong
squad in a daylight ambush with claymore mines and organic weapons, killing
seven of them,

Company D, 2nd Battalion, 1lhth Infantry, located a cache in the Filhol
Rubber Plantation (XT639219) at 13LO hours that same day (20 May), uncover-
ing 18 rounds of RPG ammnition, 18 RPG boosters, 80 rounds of M-79 ammmanition
and quantities of 155mm, 105mm and small arms amrmunition.

During the last week of llay, activity in the 1st Brigade area was at
a relatively low level. On 23 May, the 6th ARVN Airborne Battalion killed
30 NVA in an engagement southwest of Tay Ninh City on the west side of the
Vam Co Dong River (XT1h2L35). At 1300 hours on the same day, Company A,
Lith Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, on a reconnaissance mission in
the Cau Khoi Rubber Plantation (XT333409) southeast of Tay Ninh City, located
15 NVA in green uniforms who had been killed by artillery fire, That night,
a Troop D, 3rd Squadron, Jyth Cavalry Night Hawik helicopter, flying near the
Cambodian Border west of Tay Ninh (Wr985583), killed five NVA with automatic
weapons and rockets.

At 2150 hours on 2L May, the 3rd Battalion, 2ond Infantry at Fire Sup-
port Base Crook (XT055595), detected numerous groups of 5-6 enemy around
their base with radar and throughout the night engaged them with organic
weapons, artillery, Night Hawk helicopters, a C-119 gunships and aerial
rocket artillery, killing 20 NVA, On the night of the 25th, Tay Ninh Base
Camp received geveral 107Tmm rockets but there were no casualties or damage,
On 28 May, the 7th Battalion, 1lth Artillery Aerial Observer located seven
NVA KIA in an area that had been engaged with artillery as a result of
seismic sensor activations,

In the 2nd Brigade area, the month closed with the same intense activ-
ity that had prevailed throughout May, On 22 May; a 25th Aviation Night
Hawk helicopter observed a group of enemy around a campfire south of 3Ben
Suc {4£T600315) at 0115 hours and killed ten NVA with rockets and automatic
weavons, In the eastern portion of the 2nd Brigade AO on 23 May, the 2nd
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position with artillery, killing nine of them, The next day, a cnd Sragade
cammand and control. ship engaged an unknown number of enemy one kilometer we
of the Saigon River (XT640309) with artillery and air strikes, killing 11 NV

On 26 May, Companies C and ]), 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, sweeping
an area of orevious air strikes (XTS51293) near the Hobo Woods, located nine
NVA XIA and, at 1435 hours, the 116th Assanlt Helicoptar Campany, supportin
Company C, strafed enery soldiers with automatic weapons on the east side
of the Ho Bo Woods (XTS9030L), xilling eight of them.,

On 31 May, Companies B and G, 2nd 3attalion 17th Infantry, on a recon.
naissance mission wWest of ths Saigon River (XTéﬁIQOB), met with an enemy
platoon entrenched in a base area and callad for artillsry, helicopter gun-
ships and air strikes, The enemy base was destroyed and 25 NVA killed,
Yleven snamy weapons, 24 hand grenadss and 1; rounis of /P71 ammunition were
eitner captured ov destroyed, That same day, Company B, lst Battalion
(Mechan 17ed), Sth Infantry, locatad seven tons of rics in the lHobn Woods
(XT560280) while on a reconnaissance mission,

Dau Tieng Base Camp (XTI947) received rocket, and morter attacks on
23, 25 and 27 llay but again sustained no casualtiss or damage,

During the month of May, Division planning placed increased emphasis
on combined operations with Regilonal, Provincial and ARVY units to improve
their combat efficiency, The mumber of dally operations more than doubled
to a total of 531. These operations were, for the most part, combat assaul
night combat patrols, counter VCI operatlons, reconnaissance-in-force, core
and search, base camp defense and MIDCAPS, A thi~i of all the operations
were conducted during the hours of darkness,

In pacification efforts during the month, the 18t, 2nd, and 3vd Bri-
gades, DISCQM, and the 3rd Squadron, lth Cavalry, conlucted a total of 179
broadsast and 17l leaflet misilona and treated 20,000 patients,

As the month closed, the body count of enamy killed stood at 1,586,

During June, the enemy launched a savries of attaoks which constituted
the second phass of his Swmer Offensive, The maln thrust of theme attaok:
centered in Tay Ninh Province, the lst Brigads area of operations, as the
9th VC/NVA Division moved against Tay Ninh City., The attacks were preempt
by Division and GVN forces, Intelligence sources indicatad that the enemy
immediate objective in attempting to enter the city and hold a portion of
for s five day period was to announce the sstablishment of Tay Ninh City a
the capitol of the NLF's Provisional governnent, . The enemy also hoped te
show the local populace that the allied forces could not protect them, the
by destroying confidence in the GVN pacification program; to embarass the
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the NLF's shadow government,

The Division's goals during this period continued to be to work to-
wards a balanced mission of pacification, engagement of enemy main force
units in heavy contact, and the continued upgrading of South Vietnamese
units,

The alignment of maneuver battalions in the TAOR remained basically
unchanged for the first three weeks of June but during the month the Divi-
sion accomplished a major vevision of its boundries and restructured the
composition of its three brigades,

Night Hawk helicopters and night combat patrols were continually em-
ployed to hamper the enemy's movement during the hours of darkness and to
undermine him psychologically by reducing his sense of securit; at night,
The Division planned to locate the onemy with small reconnalissance forces
and to quickly concentrate friendly forces when contact was established,

The attack on Tay Ninh City followed a period during which enemy fore
ces reconnoitered U,S, and GVN installations while avoiding contact in the
1st Brigade area, inemy forces moved toward the city from the northwest,
southwest, south and east, At 0550 hours on 5 June, Companies C and D,

Lth Battalion, 9th Infantry, air-lifted into the Renegade Woods 15 kilo-
meters south of Tay Ninh (XT296313), intercepted elements of the 27lst

NVA Regiment, and engaged them with organic weapons, helicopter gunships
and air strikes, resulting in LS NVA KIA, Four Americans were killed and
1l wounded, and a light observation helicopter was shot down and destroyed,

During the early morning hours of & June, the enemy initiated a chain
of attacks against fire support bases surrounding Tay Ninh City. Indirect
enemy fire struck a night defensive position established by the Lth Battalion
(Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, at the base of Nui Ba Uen mountain northeast
of Tay Ninh City (XT26956ﬂ§; at Fire Support Base Washington northwest of
Tay Ninh Bagse Camp (XT1L6568); at Fire Support Base Buell north of Tay Ninh
City (XT220535); and at Fire Support Base Crook 1 kilometers northwest of
Tay Ninh Base Camp and six kilometsrs fram the Cambodlan Border (XT055595) .
The Sth and 8th ARVN Battalions killed 86 enemy when the 27lat NVA Regi-
ment attempted to overcun their positions southeaat of Tay Ninh City (XT17=-
L1-XT142), Tay Ninh Base Camp (XT1551) received 2! 107mm rockets and
57 82mm mortar rounds but sustalned no casualties or damage.

The first indication of. an impending attack on Firs Support Base
Crook (3-22 Inf) came at 2000 hours on 5 June when the base monitored
seismic sensor activations, indicating movement east and northwest of the
base, At the same time, the AN/PPS.L radar mounted on the observation
tower began to detsct groups of 3-L enemy personnel moving in the woodlines
around the bass, All of these targets were engaged with supporting artillery.
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mortar, recoilless rifle, RPG and small arms fire, blost of the rockeis

passed over the base and impacted outside the wire to the east, One man
was killed by.a mortar round as an LP withdrew from the west but within

the base there were only minor injuries and little damage.

Coordinated with the attack by fire, the enemy launched a battalion
sized assault from the south and east. The troops within the base laid
down a heavy volume of grazing fire, as the howitzers fired "Killer
Junior" to the depth of 150-200 meters all around the base, Supporting
155mn artillery hit enemy positions jn the woodline to the south, 8 inch
artillery was fired deeper into this area, the base's 81lmm and L4.2" mor-
tars fired on the woodline to the east, and 175mm artillery was used to
suppress enemy positions to the north, These intense defensive fires
slowed the enemy assault but a 16-man element did breach the outer wire
to the south with bangalore torpedoes; they were stopped with small arms
and claymore mines, Although the attack had halted, the bulk of the en-
emy force remained in the open, firing small arms and RPG's. At 0400
hours, AC-L7 and AC-119 gunships, helicopter fire teams and Air Force
fighters moved into the area and saturated the open areas around the

.base with an intense volume of fire. These gunships were engaged by

.51 caliber anti-aircraft fire, with the heaviest concentration to the
west, These anti-aircraft positions were suppressed and by 0530 hours
the enemy had been forced to withdraw, Company B sent a platoon through
the breach in the wire to search the area to tne south and, when the pla-
toon moved into an old village area outside the base, they were engaged
at close range by a group of 10-15 enemy concealed in spider holes, The
platoon quickly returned to the perimeter and requested artillery and TAC
air, forcing the remaining NVA to withdraw. A sweep of the battle area
revealed 76 NVA KIA and numerous arms and mnitions. Infiltration passes
found on three of the bodies identified the battalion as an element of
the 272nd NVA Regiment. '

At 0930 hours, 6 June, seven kilometers east of Tay Ninh in the
Cau Khoi rubber (XT340LS7), Company A, 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd
Infantry, a 3rd Brigade element, reacting to intelligence, preempted an
ambush attempt on a Division convoy moving along Highway 26, Company A
engaged an element of the 95C NVA Regiment with organic weapons, ar-
tillery, helicopter gunships and air strikes, resulting in 20 NVA KIA,

That same day, Company A&, Lth Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry
contacted an element of the Béth NVA Regiment just outside the northern
suburb of Ap Thanh 3'on (XT245534) where the enemy attempted a penetratlor
of the city, Company A killed 10 NVA soldiers with .50 caliber fire from
their tracks at a cost of four men wounded.

That night at 2000 hours, the pattern of activity around Fire Suppor
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on 7 June, the majority of movement had ceased, but all areas continued

to be engaged with direct (Killer Junior) and indirect fires., At 0200
hours, a Night Hawk helicopter, flyirg in support of the action, detected
large groups of enemy moving towards the base along the road from the

east, Artillery fires were immediately shifted to attack these groups,

At 0255 hours, the enemy attack by fire began with greater intensity

than on the previous night, For the first few minutes, the rate of fire
was 150 rounds of rocket, mortar and RPG fire per minute, and approx-
imately 50 rounds per minute for the next one and one-half hours, Three
U,5, soldiers were wounded by the initial volley, Coordinated with the
attack by fire, the enemy launched a two battalion ground assault, one
battalion moving out of the woodline to the northeast, and the other attack-
ing from the northwest. The base engaged the attacking enemy with "Killer
Junior" and automatic weapons, The Night Hawk helicopter strafed the en-
emy coming out of the jungle to the northeast, while helicopter fire teams
hit the battalion on the northwest with machine gun and rocket fire, These
gunships were followed by TAC air strikes which dropped napalm and frage
mentation bambs on this force. An AC-47 gunship and helicopter gunships
engaged the ,51 caliber machine guns which had begun firing from the west,
175mm artillery fire was placed on the Jungle to the northwest while
mortar fire, 155mn and 8 inch howitzer fire was used to suppress the en-
emy firing positions to the east and south, The area was under contin-
uous illumination by an AC-119 gunship which engaged the area outside the
wire with mini-gun fire, The enemy coming from the northeast was stopped
before they reached the wire, The force attacking from the northwest
treached the first wire barrier but penetrated no further. 7Ths continuous
defensive fires forced the enemy to attempt to withdraw, but the volume

of automatic weapons fire and bursting munitions war so great that the
majority were trapped and cut down in the open, Thuse who did reach the
Jungle had to move through concentrations of mortar and artillery fire,
which shifted out in pursuit of them,

By 0530 hours, those enemy who could had withdrawn. Sweeps of the
area began at 0830 hours and uncovered 323 NVA bodies, 10 prisoners-of-
war and a large quantity of weapons and munitions (See Combat After
Action Interview Report, Tab D)

During the day (7 June), an element of the 272nd NVA Regiment was
engaged by GVN forces as it attempted to entesr the southern sector of
Tay Ninh City (XT2646). The Lth Battalion, Sth Infantry set up blocke-
ing positions in reinforcing the scattered contacts, Forty-six of the
enemy were killed,

At 1440 hours, the Lth Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry joined
ARVN soldiers in Ap Thanh S'on to drive out elements of the 88th NVA
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at Fire Support Base Crook ordered a test firing of weapons in the event
that the enamy might initiate another attack, Scattered enemy fire erupted
from the woodlines and was engaged with organic weapons, artillery, heli-
copter gunships, AC-119, TAC air and a Night Hawk helicopter. Three NVA
KIA were found the next morning., Company A, Lth Battalion, 9th Infantry,
under the operational/control of the 3-22 Inf, conducted a sweep around
¥SB Crook on 8 June and located 60 60mm and 1,0 82mm mortar rounds. At
2340 hours on 7 June, Tay Ninh Base Camp received six rcunds of 82mn
mortar fire. These attacks continued through the next day (8 June) when
Tay Ninh Base Camp received 30 rounds of 82mm mortar fire at OOLS hours
and rockets, four in a series, at 0622 and 0800 hours, resulting in one

" U.S. KIA and six 107mm rockets at 2145 hours.,

On 9 June, the Sth and 6th ARVN. Airberne Battalions southwest of
the city killed 86 NVA and captured three prisoners-of-war. who identified
the enemy forces as elements of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions, 272nd NVu
Regiment and the 1st Battalion, 271st NVA Regiment, supported by each
regiment's anti-aircraft company.

Another engagement around Tay Ninh City took place when Companies
A and C, Lth Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, reacting to in-
telligence reports, fought a threc-hour battle with elements of the 95C
Regiment 10 kilometers east of the city in the Crescent (xT307504), Com=
pany. C had found a bunker in a woodline and evacuated 22 rounds of RPG
ammanition, Eneny soldiers concealed in the woodline hit Company C with
12 rounds of &2mn mortar fire, followed by an intense barrage of small
ams, automatic weapons, RPG and recoilless rifle fire., Conpany ¢ ad-
vanced through this fire while Company A moved forward on their left
flank. Close combat anc bunker-to-bunker fiphting ensued and the re-
coilless rifle position was eliminated with a hand grenade, Artillery
and air strikes were brought to bear on the bunker complex and & sweep
of the area uncovered 51 NVA KIA, Three Americans were killed and seven
wounded. As darkness approached, Conpanies A and C established a night
def'ensive position-(XTBBBSOh) and, at OLOO hours, the perimeter security
forces detected movement to their front and requested illumination, The
perimeter guards opened fire on enemy soldiers moving toward their pos=-
itione and killed five NVA with autonatic weapons,

Following this action, the high rate of activity subsided in the
first Brigade area, At this point, the eneny had not yet fully committed
his forces and was to stage a second attempt to gain a foothold in Tay
N:inh City later in the month,

In the 2nd Brigade area during the first weck in June, there were
several asmall scale operations by main .orce and local force enemy units

~ in Sub-Region 1, designed to harass and wear down friendly forces, On
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enemy were killed and 13 weapons left behind.

There were several contacts with elements of the 268th VC/NVA Regi-
ment in the Citadel and Ho Bo Woods, The major action with this enemy
unit was initiated by the 2nd Brjigade during a five-day reconnaissance/
search mission involving a task force consisting of Companies B and C,
2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry; Companies A and C, 1st Battalion (Mechanized),
Sth Infantry, elements of the 3-L9 ARVN Regiment and Company A, 2nd Bat-
talion, 34th Armor. Sharp fighting began on 5 June, the first day of the
operation, at 1248 hours, when the friendly forces engaged a large concen-
tration of entrenched enemy soldiers with organic weapons (XT568255), Ar-
tillery and helicopter gunships were shifted to support the contact, 1In
the exchange of fire, five Amerjcans were killed, wounded and three
armored personnel carriers deat&oyed. A helicopter gunship from the 116th
Assault Helicopter Company was'shot down, resulting in four U.S. killed.
The superior firepower of the allied forces broke the enemy resistance
and sweeps of the contact site revealed 72 enemy killed, 35 AK-L7 rifles,
nine other assorted small arms and six RPG rocket launchers with 15 rounds
of RPG ammunition.

Activity in the 3rd Brigade area near Dau Tieng remained at a low
level of activity during the first week in June, On 2 June, a Hoi Chanh
led Company D, 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry, to a cache in tha Michelin
Rubber Plantation (XT557541) where Company D evacuated six small arms,
800 rounds of small arms ammunition and several mortar and M-79 rounds,
At 0233 hours on 6 June, Dau Tieng Base Camp (XTL9LT7) received 20 B2mm
mortar rounds and 20 107mm rockets resulting in minor damage to five
trucks, two structures, one UHl and one OV-10 aircraft, At 0250 hours,
Campany B, 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry, received an attaok
from an enemy company on their night offensive position nine kilometers
west of Dau Tieng (x7391411). The initial thrust of the attack killed
three Americans and wounded three others, Company B returned fire with
organie weapons, artillery, helicopter gunships and air strikes, At
dawn, eight eneny bodies were found outside the perimeter,

On 7 June, the 3rd Brigade bogan preparations to pass responsibility
for the Michelin Rubber Plantation, the Trapezoid and Iron Triangle to
the 1st Infantry Divisior. The lst Battalion, 27th Infantry relocated
its battalion command post from Fire Support Base Mahone II and completed
movement of all its elements to Dau Tieng Base Camp,

Followlng the activity around Tay Ninh during the 5-9 June time frame,
action in the 1st Bripade area dropped to a lower level with the enemy

continuing attacks by fire and terrorist activities. Tay Ninh Base Camp
(XT1551) received rocket and mortar attacks on 10, 11, 13 and 14 June,
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On 10 June in the 1lst Brigade area, the 7th iattalion, 11th Artillery
aerjal observer located 12 NVA who had been killed by artillery on the
western base of Nui Ba Den mountain (XT2LE594) and eipht more bodies west
of Trai Bi (XTOLB6E3),

The 2nd Prigade experienced a moderate level in the number of con-
tacts initiated while conducting reconnaissance-in-force operations. On
8 June, Company A, 2nd Hatt:zlion, lith Infantry and Company A, lst Bat-
talion (Mechanized), Sth Infantry, conducted a bamb damage assessment
north of Trung Lap in the Citadel ((T573247) where they located seven
NVA KIA and seven AK-L47 rifles. At 170Y hours in this same area, the two
companies initiated a firefight with elements of the 268th VC/NVA Regi-
ment, engaging them with organie weapons, artillery, air strikes and heli-
copter punships, Seventeen NVA were killed and eight small ams captured
or destroyed,

On 9 June, Troops P and C, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, with a regional
force company, on a reconnaissance-in-force in a rubber plantation north-
east of Go Dau Ha {XTLB82251), located an cneny force and engoged them with
organic weapons, artillery and helicopter gunships, resulting in 29 NVA
KIA, That same day, Company D, 2nd Battzlion, 12th Infantry, providing
security for Company E, 65th Engineer Battalion, killed eight NVA with
helicopter ships, artillery and air strikes in the Citadel north of
Trang Bang (XT5152L45).

At 1710 hours on 11 June, Team #23, Company F, 75th Infantry (Ranger)
enpgaged an unknown number of enemy in the Boi Loi Woods (XT505327) with
small arms and automatic weapons, resulting in eight NVA KIA.

At 1105 hours on 13 June, Company C, 1lst Battalion (Mechanized), Sth
Infantry, conducted a reconnaissance mission north of Trang Bang in the
Citadel tXT5112hh) towards a blocking position establiched by a regional
force company. An armored personnel carrier received an RPG round, re-
sulting in major damage and two U,S, wounded, Company C suppressed the
enemy fire and destroyed seven Viet Cong in place with artillery and air
. strikes. West of this contact (XT524232), Company D, 2nd Battalion, 12th
Infantry, on a reconnaissance- mission, engaged an enemy force in a bun-
ker complex arnd placed artillery and air strikes on the position with
helicopter gunships overhead to strafe enemy soldiers who attempted teo
escaps, Twenty-nine enemy were killed and 12 small arms captured,

On the night of 13 June, Company A, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), Sth
Infantry, established night ambush positions northwest of Cu Chi Rase
Camp, At 2120 hours, Company A engaged approximately 15 enemy with or-
ganic weapons, claymore mines and heliconter gunships, resulting in six
enemy killed and one U,S, wounded (XT587168). At 2310 hours, the second
night combat patrol initiated an attack by artillery directed at enemy

e CONFIDENTIAL



of them was shot down, wounding LS LOUL BEEE AEEEEEEL 0 2000
area at dawn disclosed 16 NVA KIA.

At 1150 hours on 1l June, Companies A and B, 2nd Battalion, lith
Infantry, with the support of the 116th Assault Helicopter Company con-
ducted a combat assault in the Filhol Rubber Plantation (XT624216) and
engaged an element of the C18AA Company of the 268th VC/NVA Regiment.
Initial contact was made by an infantryman who killed an enemy soldier
with small arms fire. The gunships accounted for 15 enemy KIA, One
prisoner-of -war was captured and nine small arms destroyed, A recon-
naissance after the firefight produced another NVA prisoner-of-war and
a small quantity of arms and ammunition.

Dau Tieng Base Camp (XTLSL7) in the 3rd Brigade area received rocket
and mortar attacks on 9, 10 and 12 June without sustaining casualties or
demage. On 11 June, Company B, 1lst Battalion, 27th Infantry, operating
five kilometers northwest of Dau Tieng (xTL25485), engaged a large,
well-entrenched enemy force after receiving 15 rounds of 60mm mortar fire.
In a day-long battle, Company B placed crganic weapons fire on the enemy
and received artillery, helicopter gunship and air strike support, Sixty-
two enemy, identified from the three prisoners-of-war cantured during the
contact as elements of the Kl and K2 Battalions, 95C Regiment, were killed
and a quantity of arms and ammunition destroyed. Two U,5, soldiers were
killed and 11 wounded,

. 01 16 June at 0Ui0 hours, a sapner unit probed the signal facility
on top of Nui Ba Den mountain (XT281582),  Hurling satchel charges, the
sappers killed four Americans, destroyed two bunkers, one building, one
generator and one sensor van and captured an M-16 rifle, One of the
sappers was killed,

After losing over 500 personnel in a move to overtake Tay Ninh City
during the first week in June, the 9th VC/NVA Division again moved against
the city on 19 and 20 June, The first indication of a new 9th VC/MVA
Division offensive against the city appeared on 15 June when two ralliers
from the 271st NVA Regiment, disclosed preparations and plans for the attack,

Enemy forces were positioned northwest, west, southwest, southeast
and mast of Tay Ninh City. At OLLS hours on 15 June, Firs Support Base
Washington (XT146568), nine kilometers northwest of Tay Ninh City, manned
by the 3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry, detmcted numerous, small groups of
enemy soldiers moving toward the perimeter. Minutee latar, the base
{11unined the flat marshland around tha base and sighted sapper squads
crawling toward the perimetar. A heavy mortar barrige, lasting over a
half an hour, was initiated against the base, causing minor wounds to the
defenders, Helicopter gunships, including a Night Hawk helicopter, AC-L7
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the base, DUlesplte the use ol sunporilng lires, the enenmy continued to ad-
vance tcward the northwest portion of the perimeter and penetrated the
first two rdows of wire ¢bstacles, The sappers were halted with small arms
fire and the enemy withdrew under the cover of sporadic sniper fire., Thirty
five enemy, identified as elements of the 3rd Battalion, 80th NVA Regiment,
were killed and six NVA prisoners-of-war captured. This attack was believed
to have been a diversionary tactic, so thal elements of the last Battalion,
88th NVA Regiment could attempt to infiltrate into the city to capture the
Cao Dai Temple and proclaim it as the seat of their provisional govermment.,

Rocket and mortar attacks were also received in the early morning hours
by Fire Support Base Crook (XT055595). Fire Support Base Buell (XT217535),
Tay Ninh Base Camp (XT1551), and the night offensive position of Company
C, 4th Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, north of the city (XT238575).
The 8th ARVN Airborne Battalion engaged the lst Battalion, 88th NVA Regiment
Just before sunrise on lighway 13, a major route into the eastern sector
of the city (XT237497). Company C (4-23 Mech) moved fram its night of=
fensive position and dispatched several armored personnel carriers to block
the primary avenues of approach to the Cao Dai Temple., The enemy elements
were assaulted by the combined friendly forces and made to withdraw out=-
side the city into an area where they were engaged with Cobra gunships,
‘resulting in Ll NVA KIA,

Throughout the day, an element of the 6th ARVN Marines fought a large
enemy force of the 271st NVA Regiment west of Tay Ninh as they attempted
to move toward the city, In heavy contact, the ARVN marines kiiled over
100 of the eneny.

Two battles took place southeast and southwest of the city on the
afternoon of 19 June. A4t 1610 hours six kilometers southeast of Tay Ninh
(XT267405), elements of the D1 and D1l VC/NVA Battalions and the 271st
NVA Regiment attacked a small convoy bringing supplies to Troops B and C,
3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, after it had turned off of Highway 22. The
cavalrymen and elements of the 276th Regional Force Company moved out of
their offensive positions and attacked the U-shaped ambush configuration,
Troop C sent two platoous to assist the convoy and received automatic
weapons and RPG fire which killed the troop canmander, The ambush was
closed behind Troop C, and the cavalrymen had to force their way out of the
encirclement, in same cases, by backing their tracks and tanks over en-
emy positions, Helicopter gunships, artillery and TAC air supported the
contact which terminated late in the day., Sweeps of the area on 19 and 20
June disclosed 98 NVA KIA, U,S, losses were four killed, nine wounded,
one "Sheridan" destroyed, and damage to another "Sheridan", six armored
personnel carriers and an M548,

At 1620 hours to the south-southwest of Tay Ninh in the Straight
Edge Woods (XT204386), Companies B and C, Lth Battalion, 9th Infantry,
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which were concealed by thick overhead vegetation, and requested and re-
ceived artillery to soften the area. Corpany B deployed to set up a block-
ing position and Company C and the ARVN marines conducted an assault through
the enemy positions, firing their organic weapons and engaging the bunkers
with hand grenades, They forced the enemy 4o withdraw into an open field
and brought heavy organi¢ weapons fire to bear on the retreating enemy,
Company B flanked the area and added to the small arms fire. Seventy-two
enemy were killed in the engagenent,

At 2215 hours six kilometers southeast of Tay Ninh (XT17L0), gunships
from Troop C, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, received anti-aircraft fire
and engaged the enamy position with automatic weapons, killing 15 NVA, The
following day (20 June), the 6th ARVN Airborme Battalion killed 30 NVA in
two contacts in the same general area (XT169412),

Activity in the 2nd Brigade area also increased sharply during the
3rd week in June with the majority of enemy attacks consisting of attacks
by fire against the Division's fire support and patrol bases,

At 093% hours, 15 June, Troop A, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, on a re=
connaissance-in-force four kilometers north of Trang Bang in the Citadel
(xTL482243), made contact with a large enemy force and was reinforced by
elements of a regional force company, Company B, 1st Battalion (Mechanized),
Sth Infantry, and the Combined Reconnaissance/Intelligence Platoon, 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry. Ariillery, helicopter gunships and air strikes
were erployed to suppress enemy RPG fire and to dislodge the enemy from his
_ fortified positions, Fifty-three enemy were killed in the battle while one
American lost his life and 12 were wounded. That night, at 2037 hours,

Cu Chi Base Camp (XT6515) received four 122mm rockets, resulting in one
U.S, KIA and three U,S, wounded.

At, 0020 hours on 17 June, a mine boam protecting the Phu Cuong
Bridge (XT803139) was heavily damaged by a mine planted by Viet Cong sabo-
teurs,

In the Ho Bo Woods that same day, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 12th In-
fantry conducted a reconnaissance. mission and made contact at 1332 hours,
killing three Viet Cong (XTS93277), Moving northwest, Company C killed
an NVA soldier at 1505 hours (XT566276) and at 1630 hours initiated a
firefight with an enemy force of unknown size, incapacitating them with
riot control agent (CS) and then destroying them in place with artillery
and gunships, Thirty-two Viet Cong were killed and eight weapons des-
troyed. ' '

On 18 June, rockets and/or mortar rounds struck PB Dees (xT5sher2),
four times during the day, FSB Patton (XT502195) at 0123 hours, FSB
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Pershing, PB Dees and FSB Stuart simultaneously received five rounds of
82mn mortar fire, On 21 June, the Phu Hoa Dong Tower (XT706195) and PB
Devin (XT551177) received mortar attacks, Throughout the week, the 25th
ARVN Division HQS at Duc Hoa, the Hau Nghia Province Capitol at Bao Trai
and the Duc Hoa subsector were targets for enemy gunners, In these attacks,
the number of rounds were few and caused little damage,

In the 3rd Brigade area, Dau Tieng Base Camp (XTL9L7) was shelled
more intensely than those targets in the 2nd Brigade AO, receiving rocket
and mortar fire on 15, 19 and 20 June, Two 2% ton trucks were combat losses
as a result of the 20 June shelling,

The fourth week in June witnessed a sharp increase in enemy anti-air-
craft fire in the TAOR, a rise in terrorist activities againet civilians
and GVN administrators and the completion of & majer realignment of the
Division TAOR, The enemy maintained an avoidance posture in preparation
for future attacks unless threatened in his base areas by Division of-
fensive maneuvers,

In the 1lst Brigade area, Tay Ninh Base Camp (XT1551) was shelled
on 22, 23, 27 and 28 June, resulting in one U,S, killed, one U,S, wounded,
two S-ton trucks, two bunkers, and one UH1H destroyed, heavy damage to &
UH1H, moderate damage to five UHlll's, and minor damage to one building,
On 27 June, Fire Support Base Sedgwick (XT248302) killed five enemy out-
side the 1 :rimeter with mortar and artillery fire, ) ’

On 26 June, a light observation helicopter flown by Troop D, 3rd
Squadron, Lth Cavalry, in support of the lst Brigade, received small
arms fire from the eastern basa of Nui Ba Den mountain (XT295565) and
returned fire with artillery and helicopter gunships, killing 23 NVA,

The Lth Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, conducted an exten-
sive operation around Nui Ba Den mountain, a physical anomaly honeycombed
with numerous natural caves and & traditional haven of local Viet Cong
forces, On 27 June at 0505 hours, Company C, in a night offensive pos-
ition one kilometer east of the mountain (XT315576), received 20 rounds
of 82mm mortar fire and RPG's from the west and northwest, Company C
returned the fire with organic weapons, helicopter gunships, artillery
and air strikes while Company B, alerted to the attack, moved from the
west to reinforce the activity., At daybreak, Company A moved from the
northeast and linked up with Company C and the -two companies assaulted
the area forcing the enemy into Company B. 4 portion of the eunemy ele-
ments withdrew into a banana grove at the foot of the mountain, Trapped
between the three campanies on both flanks and to their front and by .
the mountain to their rear, the eneny soldiers were hit with direct § inch
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the Fi's identified the 1st Battalion, "Eth KVA Regiment. U.S, losses
were one killed, six wounded, heavy damage to en armored personnel carrier,
light damage to a 1ight cbservation helicopter, snd one armored personnel
carrier destroyed, The next day (2€ June) at 0945 hours in this same area
(XT305575), Company B (L-23 Mech) in operaticns to exploit the contact, en-
gaged an unknown number of enemy with organic weapons, hellcopter gunships
and artillery, resulting in eight NVA KIA, At 1355 hours, moving closer
to the mountain, Company P received a barrage of 60rm and 82mm mortar fire,
A platoon from Company h, 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor placed 0mm tank fire
on the ensmy position and artillery was fired in support of the contact,
Eleven NVA were killed and a OOmm mortar wus destroyed.

Working their way along the east side of the mountain on.29 June,
Compary A (4-23 Mech) engaged enemy forces in several scattersd contacts,
firing 90mm recoilless rifles into caves and tunkers, resulting in five
NVA KIA and five bicycles captwred (XT2958-XT2860).

On 1 July, Companies B and C, Lth Battalion (Mechsnized), 23rd In-
fartry, agein moved along the east cide of the mountain (XT295576) and,
in day-long operations, engaged a series of caves and bunkers with riot
control agent (CS), TaC air, helicopter gunships and orgenic weapons,
resulting in 53 NVA KIA, 11 AK-li7 rifles and one 60mm mortar, There were
no U.S, casualties, The enemy unit was identified as the SO Artillery
Battalion, 69th Artillery Command.,

In the 2nd Frigade area at 2200 hours on the night of 22 June,
Company A, 2nd Battalion, lith Infantry, positioned three nlertoon-sized
night combat patrols in an area south of Trung Lap (XT577178=-XT573180=~
XTS69163) where scattered enemy activity had been experienced the night
before. As soon as the 3rd Platoon established 1is position, they were
informed by an otservation post that Viet Cong wore mining Highway TA
nearby, A reconnaissance element was ordered to investigate the report
and engaged the Viet Cong with M-79 fire, The enemy returned fire with
M-79 grenades and RPG's and the reconnaissance element withdrew, lell-
copter gunships were requested to place fire on the suspected eneny pos-
itions and the enemy pulled back near a village where they began engag-
ing the 3rd Platoon with 60mm mortar fire, killing one U.5, and wounding
six, The 3rd Platoon was reirforced by the other two combat patrols and
Company B (2-14 Inf), while Company B, 1lst Fattallon (Mechanized), 5th
Infantry, established a blocking position, The enemy was engaged with
srtillery, M-72 light anti-tank weapons, helicopter and AC-47 gunships
and, at 02CO hours, a sweep of the contact site uncovered 30 enemy KIA,
17 small arms and a 60mm mortar,

On 23 June, Canpany B, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, on & recon-

naissance mission of an area (XTS50260) engaged by artillery as a re-
sult of seismic sensor activations near the Ho Bo Woods, located 25 NVA
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air, Fourteen enemy were killed and nine weapons dest}oyed:

On 25 June, a light observation helicopter flown by Troop D, 3rd
Squadron, lth Cavalry, in the same gencral area of the previous day's
contact zXT6h7288), took several hits from small arms and engaged the are:
with gunships, artillery and air strikes. Company A, 2nd Battalion, 1ith
Infantry, swept the area and located ten NVA KIA and three Ak-47 rifles.

On 27 June, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry conducted a com-
bat assault into an area near the Saigon River five kilometers northwest «
Phu Cuong (XT758170) and, at 1055 hours, made contact with an enemy force
of unknown size, probably an element of the Quyet Thang Regiment, The en-
emy returned a heavy volume of RPG and small ams fire, killing three Ame:
icans and wounding four. Enemy anti-aircraft fire hit a gunship, a com-
mand and control helicopnter (2-14 Inf) and a MEDEVAC helicopter. Company
B, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), Sth Infantry, reacting to the contact, reir
forced Company C (2-14 Inf) from the west, Helicopter gunships, air stril
and artillery supported the sharp fighting and when the eneny broke contac
the infantrymen located LL NVA KIA, 15 AK-L47 rifles, two RPG rocket launct
and 100 rounds of RPG amaunition... .

On 28 June, an artillery aerial observer, flying in support of the
2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry on a reconnaissance mission operation, ob-
served enemy soldiers in the Citadel north of Trung Lap (XT560265) and
engaged them with artillery, resulting in 11 NVA KIA, and four AK-L7 rifle
and one RPG rocket launcher destroyed, On 30 June, Campany C, 2nd Battali]
12th Infantry, on a combat assault Just north of the Ho Bo Woods (XT5L230:
killed seven NVA and destroyed four AK-47 rifles,

On 24 June, the 3rd Brigade began preparations to turn over control
of Dau Tieng Base Camp (XTL9L7) to elements of the 1st Infantry Division.
Companies A and B, 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry moved from Dau Tieng Base
Canp to Fire Support Base Keene (XTGOLOL7) to replace the 2nd Battalion,
14th Infaniry who assumed responsibility for Fire Support Bzse Emory
(XT702147) and secured the Phu Cuong (XT811k) and Ba Bep (XT7813) Bridges.,
The 2nd Battalion, 3Lth Armor (-) left FSB Emory and came under the opera-
tional control of the lst Brigade. The 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd
Infantry also came under the operational control of the 1st Brigade at
this time while placing its Company A OPCON to the 3rd Brigade,

On 30 June, the 3rd Brigade moved its command headquarters to Cu
Chi Base Camp (XT6515).

. The 1st Brigade continued to operate in Tay Ninh Province and esssumed
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88th NVA Regiment and 9th VC/NVA Division artillery units northwest of Tay
Ninh City, preempting attacks against Tay Ninh Base Camp and interdiction
of enemy lines of communicationj the &4th Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd In-
fantry, operating north and.northwest of Tay Ninh City against elements

of the 88th NVA Regiment and 82nd Regional Support Group, conducting paci-
fication operations in the vicinity of Mo Cong (XT1361) and preemption of
MSR interdiction; the &4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, continuing operations in
the Renegade (XT2828-XT2832) and Straight Edge (XT1634) Woods to interdict
movement of the Tay Ninh Provincial Battalion; the 2nd Battalion (Mech-
anize@, 22nd Infantry, operating in the upper Boi Loi (XT4838), Cau Khoi
(XT3445) and eastern Crescent (XT4550) areas to destroy elements of the 95C
and 10lst NVA Regiments, conducting resource control checkpoints with dis-
trict forces and securing Highway 26; and the 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor (-),
conducting offensive operations in support of and securing the land clear-
ing operations of the 60th Land Clearing Company in the eastern Crescent.
Furtherance of the military pacification effort continued in Tay Ninh's
provincial districts (Phu Khuong, Phuoc Ninh, Hieu Thien and Khiem Hanh).

The 2nd Brigade continued operations north of Highway 1 from Trang
Bang to Phy Cuong, with primary emphasis in the Citadel (XT5025). The
maneuver battalions in the 2nd Brigade were the 2nd Battalion, 12th In-
fantry, with the mission of conducting intensive Eagle flight, combat
assault and reconnaissance mission operations in the Citadel to destroy
the 268th Regiment with emphasis on night operations and utilizing the
mobile patrol base concept; the lst Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry,
operating in the Citadel with the 2-12 Inf to destroy the 268th VC/NVA
Regiment and local forces, and MSR security along Highway 1 and 8A; and
the 2nd Battalion, l4th Infantry, based at FSB Emory (XT702147), with the
mission of conducting air mobile and reconnaissance/search operations in
the Ho Bo Woods (XT6027) and Phu Hoa Dong areas against elements of the
Quyet Thang Regiment and other main forces attempting to infiltrate through
this traditionmal infiltration corridor, and combined operations with Reg-
ional, Provincial and 5th ARVN Division elements. The Brigade was also
to support pacification efforts in Trang Bang, Cu Chi and Phu Hoa Dong
Districts.

Having moved to Cu Chi, the 3rd Brigade operated in the Duc Hue
(XT3307) and Duc Hoa (XS$5997) Districts with a forward command post at
Bao Trai (XT5405), emphasizing combined operations with 25th ARVN Division
and Hau Nghia Provincial Forces. The 3rd Brigade was comprised of the lst
Battalion, 27th Infantry at FSB Keene (XT604017), tasked with locating
elements of the D12 Sapper Battalion and caches, and combat assaults in
the vicinity of the Van Co Dong River to destroy Sub-Region 2 battalion
and Duc Hoa local force companies, and the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry,
with the mission of operating in Duc Hue Dis.rict out of FSB Jackson (XT425-
168), conducting periodic airmobile operations west of the Vam Co Dong
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During the month of June, the Division accelerated its upgrading of
ARVN, Regional and Fopular forces, The number of cambined daily operae
tions rose to a monthly total of 843. In pacification efforts, the Divi-
sion treated 24,54l patients and conducted 228 leaflet and 23} broadcast
missions, The Division killed 1,939 of the emnemy during June, captured
LS prisoners-of-war, received six ralliers, and captured or destroyed LllL
individual weapons, 114 orew served weapons and 1l tons of rice,

As the month of July approached, the Division continued to foous its
attention on Tay Ninh Province., The 9th VC/NVA Division had been soundly
defeated in its two moves toward Tay Ninh City during June, Its 271st
and 272nd Regiments had suffered heavy losser in personnsl and equipment
as had the D1 and D1l Provincial Battalions, The highly successful pre-
emptive campaign of the L=23 Mech against elements of the 58th NVA Regi.
ment, who had fled to Nui Ba Den mountain following its feehle attempts
to penetrate the northern sector of the city, left that unit seriously
weakened, Despite these overwhelming defeats, intelligence indicated that
-these same elements of the 9th VC/NVA Division planned to attempt a "more
vioclent" effort at securing the Cao Dal Temple and proclaiming it as the
seat of the NIF's illegal, shadow government,

All indicators pointed to the 15«25 July time-frame as the period dure
ing which the attack on the city was most likely to occur. Concurrent with
this series of actions, the enemy planned to secure Highway 22 from Tay
Ninh to Trang Bang and then overthrow the Go Dau Ha District, By 2 July,
main force units were to relinguish the battlefield to local force and
guerrilla units who would mainvain pressure while main force units pre-
pared for the highpoint in their staging areas, On 15 July, the main
forces would return to initiate the highpoint. Some reports indicated that
if the planned highpoint failed to achieve its goals, the cycle would be
repeated until Tay Ninh City was seised, One source stated that on 1 July,
attacks by fire would be launched in the area to colnocide with such attacks
threughout Vietnam but this action did not take place, The targets for
the offensive continued to be Division installations near the Cambodian
Border (FSE Crook, FSB Washington) in the initial stages with the attaock
concluding in approaches to the oity from the north, northwest and south-
west, As the month of July began, the 271st and 272nd Regiments were be-
lieved to be located west-southwest of Tay Ninh near and in Cambodia; the
88th Regiment remained on and around Nui Ba Den mountain, and the D1 and
D1} Battalions were located west of the Straight Edge Woods in Bo Ba Tay,
Cambodia, However, one agent indicated that the D1, may have been opera-
ting in the upper Cau Khoi Rubber Flantation (XT3248)., ,

During the firast two weeks of July, aotivity was at a moderate level
with no large contaots developing in the path of the Division's preemptive
campaign. While a lull in main force battles was characteristic of this
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forced labor and theft of identification carde, This campalgn was directed
primarily against GVN officials and sympathizers, their families, uncoopera-
tive civilian populations and retired ARVN personnel, The incidence of
mines and booby traps inoreased as the enemy attempted to make his presence
known while incurring a minimum of casualties, During the first two weoks
of July, Division soldiers destroyed 103 booby traps and 35 mines and det~
onated 29 booby traps and 21 mines, resulting in eight Division soldiere
killed and 3L wounded, Punji pits and similar devices aleo made frequent
appearances and several incidents of civilian death and injury from these
mines and booby traps were noted,

Having massed five mansuver battalions, an additional artillery bate
tery and the direct support of Troop C, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry in
the Tay Ninh area, the lst Brigade also gained operational control of the
ond Battalion, 2nd Infantry, lst Infantry Division, to further bolater its
combat power for the defense of Tay Ninh City, In additionm, the Division
was prepared to summon the highly mobils firepower of the 3rd Squadron, Lth
Cavalry to Tay Ninh should the enemy attempt to carry out his plans %o in-
terdict Highway 22, :

The nightly shellings of Tay Ninh Base Camp (XT1551) deoreased during
the first two weeks of July but the base did rveceive attacks by fire ea 6,
8 and 13 July. The attack on 13 July resulted in two Divislion soldiers
killed and four wounded,

Generally, contact in the area was light as the enemy avoided the last
Brigade's extensive reconnaissance, combat assault and night combat patrol
operations, However, two significant contacts did develop northwest and
north of Tay Ninh,

At 1350 hours on 7 July, Company C, 3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry, en
a reconnaissance mission northwsat of Tay Ninh (X’I‘l7h6é2), engeged four en-

eny with small arms, automatic weapons, helicopter gunships, artillery and

air strikes. Two enemy bodies were located after the engagement, The
approach of darkness prevented a further search of the contaot site, Re.
turning to the area the next day, Campany C found aeveral new graves and
uncoversd 19 more enemy bodies, Further esarch of the area resulted in
finding two AK-47 rifles, four RPG rounds, four 82mm mortar fuses, 50 rounda

of small amms ammunition, LOO pounds of rige and 15 pounds of documents,

The documents identified the 58th Mortar Battalion and disclosed that this
unit, formerly directly subordinate to the 69th Artillery Command of COSWN,
appeared to have bsen incorporated inte a pewly formed regiment operating
under the name of the F66 Artillery Regiment, The documenis also revealed

the location of 3l planned firing sites dispersed in a triangular configuratien
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engaged with a series of B-52 strikes and Campany A, 2nd Battalion,’2nd
Infantry, was given the mission of conducting bamb damage assessment of
the strikes on 12 July. Sharp, difficult fighting developed when Company
A gained contact at 1305 hours. The enemy responded with heavy small arms,
automatic weapons and RFG fire, taking advantage of the cover offered by
the huge boulders and caves, The organic weapone fire of the infantrymen
(2-2 Inf) was augmented with helicopter gunships, artillery, and napalm
and fragrentation bombs, Thirty-one of the enemy were killed., The next
day, the same area was saturated with riot control agent (CS) and again
bowbarded with air strikes, Company C (2-2 Inf) swept into the area and
again met resistence from enemy soldiers firing small arms, Ten of the en-
amy were killed., Total friendly casualties for the two days of fighting
on the mountain's rugged terrain were nine killed and 22 wounded,

Following its successful offensive operations around the mountain in
June, the Lth Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, remained east of that
area, conducting reconnaissance operatiocna and accounting for 25 enemy kille
during the first two weeks of July in several scattered contacts, The Lth
Battalion, 9th Infantry accounted for 17 enemy killed during the same perioc
as a result of reconnaissance operations, On 7 July, Company B, southwest
of Tay Ninh City (XT208385), located nine NVA killed, seven hand grenades,
two RPG rounds, eight RPG boosters, two bangalore torpedoes, 20 6Qmm mortar
rounds and 100 pounds of rice,

In other actions in the 1lst Brigade area, a Night Hawk helicopter kill
15 NVA on 6 July with automatic weapons and rockets just outside of the
southwestern sector of Tay Ninh City (XT194L6L). On 8 July, a Troop D, 3rd
Squadron, Lth Cavalry Night Hawk helicopter located two targets, one six
kilometers southwest of Tay Ninh (XT195419) and one in the Straight Edge
Woods (XT130350), resulting in six NVA KIA, A helicopter with an Airborne
Personnel Detector kit, operating 20 kilometers northwest of Tay Ninh near
the Cambodian Border (WI992576), engaged an unknown number of enemy with
gunships and air strikes, resulting in nine enemy killed and four heavy
machine guns destroyed.

In the 2nd Brigade area, the enemy was expected to avoid actions which
would result in heavy losses in personnel and rely heavily on attacks by
fire to fulfill his role in the July highpoint. One report stated that the
K1 Battalion, 268th Regiment and the 1st Battalion, Quyet Thang Regiment
had rehearsed plans for a coordinated attack on the Phu Hoa Subsector
(XT7415). Captured documents revealed that Sub-Region 1 forces were con=-
ducting a reconnaissance of the Cu Chi District for movement of a multie
battalion force into the area,

Activity was at a moderate level in the 2nd Brigade area during the
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2, 6, 7 and 9 July; Fire Support Base Pershing (XT518256) on 6, 7 and § Juiyj
Fire Support Base Stuart (XTL99198) on 6 and 9 Julyj Fire Support Base Pat-
“ton (XT582155) on 9 July; Patrol Base Dragon (XT63828l4) on 6 July and Cu Chi
Base Camp (XT6515) on 10 July. On 5 Julv at 2055 hours, Fire Support Base
Pershing detected enemy movement on its PPS-5 radar and engaged the area
with 4.2" mortars, resulting in five enemy killed, At 0100 hours on the
morning of the 6th, after receiving ten rounds of 82mm mortar fire, F3B
Pershing returned fire with artillery, resulting in five more enemy killed.
That night at 1905 hours, the base received three rounds of 75mm recoll-
less rifle fire, and engaged the suspected position with mortars, artillery,
and helicopter gunships, resulting in eight enemy killed,

The 2nd Battalion, lith Infantry, operating in the eastern portion of
the TAOR, killed 30 enemy soldiers, captured 13 prisoners-of-war and 2L
weapons, and received one rallier in contacts initiated while on reconnais-
sance/search missions, On 9 July, Company A supported by an Air Force for-
ward air controller engaged elements of the 3rd Battalion, 268th Regiment
and the Trang Bang District Force in the Ho Bo Woods (XI592279). While the
infantrymen exchanged small arms and automatic weapons fire with the enemy,
helicopter gunships and air strikes were employed in support., The joint
effort resulted in 17 enemy killed,

The operations of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, resulted in a total
of 75 enemy killed during the two week period. On 5 July, while on a recon-
naissance mission in the Citadel north of Trang Bang (XT518248), Company A
uncovered a cache consisting of 36 75mm recoilless rifle rounds, 1l RPG
rounds, three bangalore torpedoes, 8l 60mm mortar rounds, 15 60mm mortar
fuzes, two complete 60mm mortars and an SKS rifle. At 1630 hours that day,
Company B, sweeping an area east of the find (XT554223), located seven NVA
soldiers who had been killed by artillery and air strikes. At 2035 hours
that night, a combat patrol from Company B, in the same general area (IT567-
219), engaged an uninown number of enemy with organic weapons, an AC-l7 gun-
ship, helicopter gunships and artillery. Sweeping the area the next morn-
ing, the patrol killed an enemy soldier and located seven enemy bodies,
Further search of the area disclosed that the enemy element, identified as
a part of the 83rd Rear Service Group, had been in the process of laying
mines, and the infantrymen destroyed two mines and a booby trap,

On 8 July, the 116th Assault Helicopter Company, supporting the 2-12 Inf
on a combat assault six kilometers northwest of Cu Chi (XT5868173), engaged
an unknown number of enemy, resulting in 17 enemy killed, On 10 July, Com-
pany D, on a reconnaissance mission in the Citadel (XT508245), engaged ele~
ments of the 3rd Battalion, 268th Regiment with organic weapons, helicopter
gunships and air strikes, resulting in ten enemy killed and five weapons des-
t!‘oy'ed.

On 1l July, the Combined Recohnaissance/Intelligence Patrol (2-12 Inf),
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two light machine guns, 20 82mm mortar rounds, 3600 rounds of small arms
ammunition, five 60mm mortar rounds, nine anti-tank mines, 20 RPG rounds,
1, hand grenades, 10 rifle grenades and 600 feet of communications wire.

The let Battalion (Mechanized), Sth Infantry, killed 11 enemy sol-
diers and eliminated eight weapons in performing route security, recon-
naissance missions and security operations for Rame plow efforts, The
3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalri, in a variety of assignments in the Citadel
and Ho Bo Woods killed 34 of the enemy and accounted for two prisoners-
of-war, seven tons of rice, four weapons, fivc sampans, 2000 blasting caps
500 feet of detonator wire, 500 feet of communications wire, 42 RPG boost-
ers, 1l mortar charges and 79 mixed mortar and recoilless rifle rounds,

In other 2nd Brigade operations, the 116th Assault Helicopter Company
operating four kilometers northwest of Phu Cuong (XT76516L) with three
Regional Force campanies on 8 July, engaged an unknown number of eneny witl
organic weapons and gunships, resulting in 18 enemy killed, three oredited
to Regional Force soldiers. During the firefight, an RPC round hit a com-
mand and control ship, causing it to crash, resulting in one U,S, killed a
one wounded, Another light observation helicopter was hit with small arms
fire but received only minor damage, Also on 8 July, ARVN forces captured
an enemy weapons cache five kilometers east of Cu Chi (XT675135), The
cache contained 20 122mm rockets which were probably intended for use by
the 9th Artillery Battalion of Sub-Region 1, possibly in attacks .on Cu Chi
Base Clmp.

On 11 July, elements of the 1lst ARVN Cavalry Regiment, under the oper:
tional control of the 2nd Brigade, on a reconnaissance mission in the Ho B
Woods, engaged an unknown number of enemy at 0800 hLours resulting in nine
NVA killed and three prisoners-of-war captured (XTO2023L). At 1530 hours,
they killed two more enemy with grenades (XT622235) and, at 1700 hours, en.
gaged six enemy with organic weapons, artillery and air strikes, resulting
in another two NVA killed,

‘The lull in enemy activity was most apparent in the 3rd Brigade area
with the majority of effort resulting in only light, scattered contacts
and the location of small caches,

On 7 July, near the Parrot's Beak (XT275058), an Air Force forward
air controller, flying in support of the 3rd Brigade, engaged an unknown
number of enemy with air strikes, resulting in 17 enemy killed and nine
«51 caliber heavy machine guns destroyed, On 12 July, the 132nd Regional
Force Company, in military pacification efforts captured nine prisoners-
of -war four kilometers southwest of Cu Chi (XT685100). At 1855 hours onm
13 July, Team 26C, Company F, 75th Infantry (Ranger), exploiting intelliger
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resulting in seven NVA killed,

*he third and final highpoint of the enemy's current Summer Campaign
failed to materialize as expected during the third week of July, However,
a seriss of contacts southwest of Tay Ninh City along the Vam Co Dong River
and repeated actions with what appeared to be main force elements, possibly
the 86th NVA Regiment, in the Nui Ba Den area, indicated that enemy elements
were operating along traditional approach routes to the city, An inorease
of enemy activity during the evening and early morning hours of 19-20 July
was similar to that experienced during D-Day of the June highpoints, indi-
cating that D-Day for the July action may have occurred, Tay Ninh City was
still predicted to be the primary target for coordinated action by enemy for-
ces with elements of the 9th VC/NVA Division spearheading the attacks, -
tion in the Tay Ninh area would be supported by attacks in the sub-regions
which would consist primarily of attacks by fire and 1limited sappcr astion.
Go Dau Ha was mentioned again as a probable target of the Tay Ninh Provinolal
Battalions, especially the D1i, but was expected to receive only an attack
by fire.

As the lull continued into its third week, the enemy increased his
propeganda efforts in the villsges » .. hamlets as the main force units hur-
riedly attempted to solve re 'acement and supply problems, With the 88th
NVA Regiment located on the northern slopes of Nui Ba Den, the 272nd Regi-
ment was located by an agent along the Cambodian Border near the Straight
Rdge Woods (XT130335) where the 1000 man unit was staging to attack Thanh
Dien (XT194S) and then Tey Ninh Base Camp, An agent 2lso located the D14
Battalion in Phuoc Tan Village (XT393292) north of Go Dau Ha with intentions
of harassing neighboring GVN ocutposts and mining Highway 22. The threat of
the 88th Regiment from the northeast had been blunted, if not campletely
preempted by allied sction, Enemy forces were expected to resort heavily
on attacks by fire as their capability for sustained ground action was es-
timated to be considerably less than that which he posaussed during the June
attacks,

on 16 July, Troop D, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, engaged an unknown
nusber of enemy four kilometers west of Nul Ba Den with automatioc weapons,
rockets, air strikes and artillery, resulting in three enemy killed. At
1625 hours that day, Company A, 2nd Battalion, 3Lth Armor, providing se-
curity for Rome plow operations on the north side of Nui Ba Den (XT288610),
engaged an uniknown number of enemy with automatic weapons, helicopter gun-
ships and artillery, resulting in three NVA KIA, ‘

On 18 July, Company C, Lth Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, oon-
ducting operations at the base of Nui Ba Den mountain zXT300580) , enzaged
an unknown mmber of enemy with organic weapons, helicopter gunships and
30
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82mm mortar., At 2040 hours, in the northern portion of the Cau Khol Rubber
Plantation where they had established a night offensive position (XT310482).
Company C engaged 10-15 enemy with organic weapons and artillery, killing
four NVA, Also on 20 July, a bombing mission near the Cambodian Border
(WT953635) resulted in six enemy killed and three secondary explosions,

While the 1st Brigade worked to preempt any moves against Tay Ninh
City, the 2nd Brigade experienced numerous small contacts. In the mean-
time, the capture of a senior captain of Sub-Region 1 correlated with docu-
ments captured by the 1lst Infantry Divisicn in June gave the Division an
indication of the effects of its preemptive efforts in Sub-Region 1, The
document, a report signed by a cadre of the Rear Service Stuaff, Sub-Region
1, COSVN, stated that allied activities had greatly hampered operations in
northern Cu Chi District, The report indicated that the activities of
civilian labor teams, assault youth groups, and transportation units had
been greatly reduced due to the large increise of allied operations and
that the extensive use of armored vehicles, helicopters, air strikes and ar
tillery by US/GVN forces had destroyed many rice storage, animal and poultr;
and transportation and hospitali areas, Pressure was also applied to these
Aareas by a large number of successful ambushss,

Trang Bang District was referred to several times as an extreamely
weak area. One paragraph revealed that the guerrilla movement had been
slowly deteriorating due to a lack of cooperation by the local populace.
The people refused to conceal troops, care for wounded soldiers, store rice
cr join civilian labor teams, As a direct result, the collectien and pur-
chasing of goods were seriously impaired. In addition, the document stated
that the GVN "Chieu Hoi" program had been intensified and that the exploi-
tation and employment of Hol Chanhs to strike enemy forces had endangered
many concealed positiona,

This evaluation of the enemy's current situation in Trang Bang was
expanded to include all of Sub-Region 1 by Tran Minh Dao who was captured
when he tried to conceal himself in a spider hole., Dao was a senior cap-
tain who at the time of his capture was on his way to train company grade
and higher officers of the 1lst and 3rd Battalions, 268th Regiment, He
had been with the Viet Minh as early as 1949, and had been trained in
North Vietnam. Dao indicated that, due to heavy losses and land clearing
operations, the 268th Regiment and Quyet Thang Regiment were going to re-
vert back to the Phase I guerrilla and sappe- tactics of pre-Tet 1968.
This change in tactics is indicative of the erosion of Sub-Region 1l's cap-
sbilities due to heavy losses inflicted by US/GVN forces in 1968/1969.

The change in tactics would also include increased mining and attacks
against small units, Large scale attacks by night would be replaced by
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local force guerrilla forces, The 268th Regiment and Quyet Thang Regl-
ment had been unable to keep their units together, The Rome plow land clear-
ing efforts eliminated the ability of the Viet Cong forces to coneentrate.
Dao said that the enemy in Sub-Region 1 would not be able to mount its at-
tacks until September until which time 1t would concentrate on destroying
the increasing capabilities of ARVN forces and made good use of propaganda
material against the ARVN/U,S, forces, He recommended that the Division
conduct daylight operations by first locating a specifie target, preparing
the area with napalm and artillery fires to destroy mines and booby traps,
and moving in infantry troops by air to block routes of escape., On 19 July,
the Division carried out a highly successful airmobile raid in this manner,
(See Tab E for IPW Report on CPT Dao)

On 15 July, three caches were discovered by 2nd Brigade elements., At
0935 hours six kilometers northwest of Cu Chi in the Filhol Rubber Plan-
tation (XT675170), Capany A, 1lst Battalion (Mechanized), Sth Infantry,
OPCON 2-1L Inf, engaged 5-6 enemy with organic weapons, resulting in one
wounded NVA prisoner-of-war. The priscner directed Company A to a cache
consisting of two AK-47 rifles, one RPG rocket launcher with two rounds of
ammunition, one M16 rifle, SO pounds of rice and six hand grenades, At
1000 hours six kilometers northeast of Trang Bang (XT528246), the Combined
Reconnaissance/Intelligence Platoon, 2-12 Inf, sxploiting information gained
from a prisoner-of-war, evacuated hé rounds of 82am mortar ammunition, 82
hand grenades, 10 rifle grenades, four RPG rounds, seven anti-tank mines, 20
small arms magazines, one bangalore torpedo, two RPG boosters 2,5 pounds of
explosives, two field telephones and 15 blasting caps. At 10&5 hours, Troop
C, 3rd Squadron, hth Cavalry, in the Bol Loi Woods (XT516333) on a mounted
reconnaissanee, located a small base area, destroyed two booby traps and
evacuated three AK-}7 rifles, 250 bottles of penicillin, 25 bandages, three
pounds of documents, one medical bag, assorted hypodermic needles and five
pounds of camed food.

At 1450 hours, a helicopter from Troop D, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry,
engaged four enemy four kilometers northeast of Phu Loi (n7f‘9209) , resulting
in four enemy killed and five AK-)7 rifles destroyed. At 1910 hours that
night, the enemy attempted to launch small attacks by fire against FSB
Stuart (XT499195), FSB Pershing (XT518256) and PB Dees (XT954227) ~nd, at
2053 hours, against FSB Patton (X1582155) but none of the rounds landed in-
side the perimeters.

On 16 July, two kilometers northwest of Trung Lap (XT568231), a Troop
D, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, helicopter gunship with an artiliery aerial

observer engaged an unknown number of enemy et 1820 hours with artillery,
killing five of them,
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last two frames revealed a newly constructed hut which was larger than the
other huts in the area, and was distinguishable by its wooden roof, in con-
trast to the thatched roofs of the other huts in the vicinity, A series of
photographs taken by the Aerial Surveillance Section, G-2 Air, and an Air
Force reconnaissance mission revealed trenches, trails, mounds that resem-
bled graves, a possible well and row-crops, During the period of swrveil-
lance, these excavations went through a series of changes, indicating that
activity around the hut was continuing and recent., On 10 July, a prisoner
captured by Company B, 2nd Battalion, 1l4th Infantry in the vicinity of Sa
Nho in the Ho Bo Woods (XT575275), stated that he knew the location of a
house where 20-25 members of his unit stayed each night., These personnel,
who were responsible for supplying food for NVA units operating in the Tu
Duon/Sa Nho area, arrived each night at approximately 1800 hours and re-
mained until dawn the following morning, He indicated that this house had
been used every night for the past seven months,

On 16 July, a Visual Reconnaissance Mission was flown by the IPW sec-
tion and hand-held photographs were taken of the Sa Nho area., The photo-
graphs were shown to this prisoner who immediately identified the same hut
which had been under surveillance by the Imagery Interpretation Section,

This information was passed to the S2 of the 2nd Brigade who in turn
recommended the target to the Brigade S3 for response. The Brigade decision
was to conduct an early evening airmobile raid and the mission was given to
the lst Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry., After a careful reconnaissance
and evaluation of the objective, the Battalion Commander decided to employ
heavy preparatory gunship and artillery fires, a close troop insertion, con-
tinuous close fire support, and a rapid troop extraction. Two platoons from
Company B, 2-1} Inf (OPCON 1-5 Mech) would be employed,

The execution of these plans at 1730 hours was perfectly timed amd
highly effective, Helicopter gunship and artillery preparations were
shifted just as the nine-ship 1lift set down on its 1Z., Encountering only
sporadic and ineffective return fire, the two platoons overran their ob-
jective, A sweep of the area uncovered 47 enemy killed and a large amount
cf abandoned equipment. After these elements were extracted, two F-100
Tighters hit the area with fragmentation bombs and napalm, This stirike was
followed by another with two A-37 fighters bombarding the area, A PSIOPS
helicopter was diverted to the scene to broadcast "Surrender or Die" appeals,
This was followed by an artillery attack of 145 rounds, and by another PSYOPS
mission consisting of surrender appeals and 30,000 safe conduct passes and
"Chieu Hoi" leaflets being dropped.

A sweep was conducted the next day by ome mechanized (1-5 Mech) and

33

CONVFIDENTIAL

e i a5 O e T




MACIILING pWisg YRV IS = 7778 hd

radio, 30 pounds of medical supplies, 3000 pounds of rice, and 81X pounad

of documents captured, Of the detainees apprehended, one wa3 classified as
an NVA prisoner-of-war, one as & Viet Cong guerrilla, cne as a Viet Cong
prisoner-of -war, and three as civil defendants, There were no Division cas-
ualties,

The installation destroyed in this raid had housed the A-17 Local Force
Dispensary, served as a supply point for the 83rd Rear Serviee Group, and
as a way station for VC/NVA elements moving through the area. (See Combat
After Action Interview Report, Tab F) ' )

In the 3rd Brigade area, enemy forces were expected to contlnue thelir
pattern of harassment activity., Participation in the July highpoint would
be limited to shelling attacks against key GVN/U.S. installations in Due
Hoa District. Sub-Region 2 units continued to move supplies and conduct
recornaissance, working closely with local forces during the week bubs sources
sndicated that the units were still operating in their Cambodian base areas,
There were only minor contacts during the week with no significant astivity
other than several shelling incidents directed against the Duc Hue Special
Forces Compound.

The enemy, plagued with heavy losses in May and June by repeated U.S./
GVN preemptive activity, was unable to implement his planned highpoint dur-
ing the lest week of July; however, reports continued to confirm that sush
an action was still planned by the eneny.

In western Tay Ninh Province, the 9th VC/NVA Division repositioned its
regiments but avoided contact, The 271st Regiment was located by an agen%
on 2l July in the Straight Edge Woods, The 88th Regiment appeared to be
moving to positions southwest of Tay Ninh City, There was same evidence to
indicate the return of the 88th Regiment to Sub-Region 1 but such a move
was not considered likely at this time, Seven agent reports placed a bat-
talion of the 272nd Regiment in the Angel's Wing (XT266200) where it was
reported to be coordinating with the 269th Battalion to attack Phuoc Luu
(XT3220-X1342L).

Since the enemy was not thought to have the capabilities to launch
jts July highpoint in Tay Ninh Province, the enemy would attempt to main-
tain his presence through attacks by fire, especi against the Ben Keo
Training Center (XT2343), Tay Ninh Base Camp (XIT1551), Fire Support Base
Washington (XT146568) and Fire Support Base Crook (XT055595). The heavy
concentration of enemy forces southwest of Tay Ninh City increased the
possibility of ground attacks near the Cambodian Border.

Due to the low level of activity in this area, the 2nd Battalion, 2nd

- Infantry was released OPCON from the 25th Infantry Division on 21 July and
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copter, result;lﬁg‘init'.ﬁa enemy killed. At 2215 hours on 23 July, ¥ob
Sedgwick II again engaged movement, killing two NVA, confirming from docu-
ments taken from their bodies that enemy elements were reconnoitering the
base,

Also on 22 July, Troop C, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, killed three
NVA with organic weapons and artillery 1l kilometers northwest of Go Dau Ha
(XT185278), while receiving minor damage to a light observasion helicopter
from enemy small arms fire.

Company A, 2nd Battalion, 3Lth Armor and Company C, Lth Battalion
(Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, in day-long operations around Nui Ba Den
(XT2856), killed nine of the enemy in three contacts. At 1315 hours,
Company C (4-23 Mech) received five rounds of 82mm mortar fire and en-
gaged the suspected position with gunships and artillery, destroying the
82xm mortar,

On 28 July, lst Brigade element: captured or destroyed a large supply
‘of enemy equipment by locating three caches, At 1030 hours, the Combined
Reconnaissance/Intelligence Platoon, 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd In-
fantry, engaged five enemy who were defending a position east of the Cau
Khoi Rubber Plantation (XT395455). The enemy soldiers fled but were forced
%o leave 200 pounds of rice, 50 pounds of medical supplies, 25 pounds of
clothing and a pound of documents. At the same time, 18 kilometers north-
west of Tay Ninh (XT053610), Company D, 3rd Battalion, 22rd Infantry,
located 25 fighting positions, 10 75mm recoilless rifle camnnisters, 10
107am fuze cans and 20 120mm mortar fuze cans, A Hol Chanh, who had been
captured by the Viet Cong as a civilian and escaped, led Company C, 2nd
Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry, to a cache (XTL55507) containing
200 boxes of small arms ammunition, 160 rounds of 7Smm recoilless rifle
ammunition, 86 rounds of 82mm mortar ammunition, seven rounds of 5Tmm
recoilless rifle ammunition, 220 RPG rounds, 69 bangalore torpedoes, 112
rounds of 60mm mortar ammunition, 6l hand grenades, 123 rifle grenades,
two AK-l] rifles and one light machine gun. ‘

During the week, Tay Ninh Base Camp (XT1551) received 107mm rockets
on 25 and 28 July, resulting in minor damage to two UHIH helicopters and
one structure, ]

Activity in the 2nd Brigade area was light early in the week but in-
creased as a result of operations directed at further disruption of the
Sub~Region 1 infrastructure.

A% 0055 hours on 22 July, a night combat patrol from Company &, 2nd
Battalion, l4th Infantry‘, engaged the 2li-man 2 Company, 2nd Battalion,
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and engaged them with organie weapons, clayr"7e mines, hellcopier gun-
ships and an AC-}7 gunship, resulting in seven enemy killed and one pris-
onor-of -war. The elimination of eight men from the understrength unit
probably destroyed iis capability to function sffectively. Five other som-
bat patrols engaged enemy movement that night near Highway 1 northwest of
Cu Chi with unknown results (XT5815).

At 1030 hours on 25 July, the Combined Reconnaissance/Intelligence
Platoon, 2nd Battalicn, 1lith Infantry, with elements of the 1-5 Mech
three kilometers northwest of Trung Lap in the Citadel (XT562230), en-
gaged a small, well-entrenched enemy force, later identified from documents
as elements of the Cu Chi District Force, with organie weapons, helicopter
gunships and air strikes, resulting in four enemy killed and one hand grenade,
one AK-)7 rifle, one K54 pistol and one LS caliber pistol destroyed.

On 23 July, a Viet Cong platoon leader had-entered Luc Du Lamies-(XTHSL-

206) to harass and propagandize the paople. Reacting to this report and
information on the possible location of this man's unit, Companies

C and D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, conducted a combat assault into an
area six kilometers northwest of Trung Lap (XT530230) on 27 July., A ocom-
mand and econtrol helicopter spotted a base area composed of six bunkers, and
10 spider holes with three interlecking tunnels, and directed hellcopter gun-
ships over the area following air strikes, The two infantry companies swept
the complex, encountering only light resistence, and located 2} enemy killed,
1), AK-47 rifles, one 6Cmm mortar with seven rounds of ammunition, 500 rounds
of small arms ammunition and three pounds of medical supplies,

On 27 July, elements of the 2nd Battalion, lhth Infantry, under the
operational eontrol of the 1-5 Mech, sonducted extensive searches of an
area five kilameters north of Trung Lap (XT5826) with Company C establish-
ing a blocking position (XT590264~XTS88268). At 1950 hours, the Combined
Reconnaissance/Intelligence Platoon (2-1} Inf) apprehended six detainees
(XTS80268), resulting in three Viet Cong prisoners-ol-war and one civil
defendant being identified, At 1120 hours, Company A evacuated 500 rounds
of mmall arms ammunition and 550 sets of NVA uniforms (XT576271). At
1232 hours, a command and control helicopter (1-5 Mech) killed an NVA
soldier with automatic weapons as he attempted to evade observation (x7568-
258) and at 1347 hours, the Combined Reconnaissance/Intelligence Flatoon
(2~1h Inf) killed four NVA with autmatic weapons,

On 28 July, .the 2nd Brigads dealt elements of the 268th Regimens and
local Viet Cong elements another devastating blow in a one-day operation
code-named "Operation Nutcracker," The operation arose out of information
gained from a Hoi Chanh and targets spotted by the Tactical Imagery In-
terpretation Section of the 25th Infantry Divisicn Military Intelligence
Detactment., It involved elements from six infantry and one mechanized eom-
pany with one Regional Force company supported by four batterles of artillery,
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£irss objestive war located in the vieinity of XI579230 and was tue prim-
ary target of the operation, aimed at the capture of a prominen$ Viet
Cong official. Companies A and D, and the Combined Reconnaissance/In-
telligence Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 1Uth Infantry, with the Regionsl
Force Company searched this area but experienced only minor contact,

Objective 3 (XT5712L45) was north of the primary target and searches
by Companies B and C (2-1l Inf) also resulted in minor contaot. Companies
C and D (2-1L Inf) thon moved to Objective 4 (XT571252) while Company B
S ttaiion (Meshenized), Sth Infantry searched Objective S (XTS75230).

Companies A and C, 2nd Battalion, 1l2th Infantry, met with an unex-
pected, large enemy force as they neared Objestive.32 (XT565233) ab-H58
hours where intelligence reports plased a small number of local Viet Cong
cadre. The enemy force was well-entrenched and the two ocompanies pulled
baok while air strikes were employed tc soften the enemy positions. Con~-

. panies A and C attempted an assault but the enemy returned a heavy volume

of small arms and RPG fire, Additional air strikes were required to break
the enemy's resistance but a third assault by the two companies susceeded
in overrumning the bunker complex.

By the end of the day, the Division forces counted 53 anemy killed
and had captured six prisoners-of-war. The enemy had also loab 27 AK-L7
rifles, four RPG rooket launchers, one .51 caliber heavy machine gun, one
KSL pistol, and 20 107mm rockets. Three Division soldiera were killed in
the sction and 13 wounded, One 1light observation helicopter was shot down
and olassified as a combat loss,

On 29 July, at 0355 hours, elements of Troop A, 3rd Squadron, Lth
Gavalry, in & Bight offensive position in the Boi loi Woods (XTL92352)
received 13 rounds of 60mm mortar fire and amall amms fire, resulting in
four cavalrymen woundad, Troop A returned fire with organie weapons, ar-
tillery, an AC-119 gunship, and a Night Hawk helleopter, resulting in three
NVA killed and the loss of one K5l pistol and eight APG rounds, Deouments
found on the enemy bodies identified the 10Lst NVA Regiment.

A% 1620 hours (29 July), the Reconnaissance Plateoon, lat Battalion
ilhchuund), Sth Infantry, operating five ikilomsters south ef Trang Bang
XT51714L), engaged eight enemy with organis weapons, resulting in aix
eneny killed and two prisoners-of-war, In the firefight, a booby trapped
hand grenade was detonated, wounding a Diviaion infantryman, Ay 2045 houra
that evening, the 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, at Fire Support Bage
Pershing (11518256), having detected movement with radar, engeged ten
ensxy with artillery, killing all of them, :

on 30 July, Ocmpany A, 2nd Battalion, llth Infantry, OPOON 1~5 Meoh,
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and one French rifle. At 2205 hours that night, Patrol Base Dees (XT55L-
227), manned by the 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, received 10 rounds of

82xm mortar fire, resulting in one Division soldier killed and three wounded.

On 31 July at 0250 hours, Gompany B, 2nd Battalion, lith Infantry et
Patrol Base Hunsley engaged an estimated 20 enemy with artillery, resulting
in two enemy killed, At 0930 hours, the Combined Rsscnnaissance/Intelligence
Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 1lth Infantry, engaged six ensmy five kilometers
north of Trang Bang (XTLB52L9) with small arms and automatic weapons, re-
sulting in three NVA killed and three priscners-of-war. They also located
one .38 ealiber pistol, two M6 rifles, one RPG round and 500 rounds of
small arms smmunition. At 1225 hours just off of Highway 8A less than cae
kilometer from Cu Ohi (XT624,218), the 116th Assauls Heliocpter Company killed
two enemy with rockets and sutcmatic wespons, At the same time, Troop 0,
3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, on s mounted regonnaissance missicn in the Bol
Lol Woods five kilomsters west of Ben Sue (XT5163L7), engaged 6-8 enemy witsh
organic weapons, helicopter gunships, air strikes and artillery, resulting
in six NVA killed. An enemy RPG round striek a "Sheriden" tank wounding
two cavalrymen and inflicting moderate damage to the reconnaissence vehlele,
At 1830 hours, the 116th Assault Helioopter Company with elements of the
1st Batsalion (Mechanised), Sth Infantry and Regional Force elements eon=-
ducting a resonnaissance mission four kilometers southwest of Trung Lap
(XT541197), killed seven NVA with organie weapons,

Astivity in the 3rd Brigade area was generally light during the final
week of July with one sharp encounter erupting near the Parrot's Beak, As
the month elosed, the encmy was expected to sontinue effcrts to redbuild the
infrastructure, to ccunter the GVN pacifisation drive and to harass friend-
1y posisicns through attacks by fire, Small reconnaissance elements from
Sub-Region 2 Headquarters and Sub-Region 2 main force units would ocnbtinue
to operate in Duc Hoa District., Of the Sub-Region 2 units, the 267 Battaliom,
the 2642 Battalion, the 269 Battalion, the D16 Battalion (all VO/NVA) and
the 6 Looal Farce Battelion and 308 VO Battalion were believed to have their
major elements in Cambodia with the 26?2 and 269 Battalions having elmments
dispersed in the Sugar Mill area (XTL55060), the D16 having elements in
upper Hau Nghia (XT[722-5826) and the 267 and 6 LF Battalions having ele-
ments dispersed in the Pineapple (X3604882) region,

On 23 July, Troop D, 3rd Squadren, Lth Cavalry and an Air Forde fors
ward air esontroller operating six kilometers southwest of Due Hoa (XS56693L) en-
gaged 10 enemy inh two sampans with mhiz fire and air strikes, destroying
the two sampans and killing at least eight NVA, Thay night, a Night Havk
helicopter looated two targets northeast of Hep Hos (XTL73105-XTLE10), re-
sulting in seven NVA killed,
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and a hand grenade. Documents removed from the bodies ldentiiled the For-
ward Medical Element of Sub-Region 2. The identification was another in a
series of indicators that suggested the existansce of a Sub-Region 2 Forward
Headquarters in upper Dus Hoa District.

At 1900 hours on 29 July, Companies C and D, 2nd Battalion, 27th In-
fantry, were airlifted into an area near the Cambodian Border known as
the Parrot's Beak not far from the Plain of Reeds (XS3790). The two
companies were responding to a heavy contact made by a Special Forces-
CIDG force. The tiro Sli-man companies moved to the southwest while two
air strikes were placed on the enemy's positions (XS361877). The enemy
returned a heavy volume of small arms and automatic weapons fire from well-
fortified and concealed positions., They were engaged by four Cobra gun-
ships from Company B, 25th Aviation Battalion and seven Cobra gunships from
Troop D, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, By evehing, the enemy had withdrewn,
leaving 65 dead behind. Division losses were eight men killed and nine
wounded, Documents taken from the bodies identified the 263 Battalion, its
rear service elements and several infiltration groups.

At 1820 hours on 31 July, a Troop D, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry gunship,
flying along the Cambodian Border near the Angel's Wing (XT3213), killed
three enemy with automatic weapons,

On 26 July, the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, operating in Long
An Province and responsible for the securiiy of Highways L, 18 and 23 and
for local pacification programs, came under the operational control of the
25th Infantry Division., This brigade is composed of the 3rd Battalion, 7th
Infantry; the 2nd Battalion, L7th Infantry; the 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantr;
and the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry, supported by the 2nd Battalion, Lth
Artilleryo

Of Sub-Region 3 forces, the 506 VC Battalion was located by a con-
tact on 28 May (XS997738) in eastern Can Giuos; the 508 VC Battalion on
16 June (XS795708) in northwest Can Giuoc Disitriet; the Dong Phu NVA Bat-
talion along the Gia Dinh and Long An Border northwest of Can Giuoe
(Xs811723); the 265 Battalion on 29 June (XS848653) south and east of Can
Giuos City, and the 520 Battalion on 30 June (X56978L4L4) in the south een-
tral portion of Sub-Region 3. Activity in the AO of the 3rd Brigade, 9%h
Infantry Division was expected to remain at a light to moderate level as
enemy forses continued resupply and reinforcement programs, Attacks by
fire were expected with emphasis on isolated Regional and Popular Foree
outposts, espeeially in those areas where the pacification effort was be-
ing emphasized., Several company sized ground astions were possible by Sub-
Region 3 main force units against selected targsts.

On 28 July at 1335 hours, Troop B, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry,
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artillery, They also located 10 RFG rounds, an AK-47 rifle and an RPG rocket
1suncher. At 1550 hours, the Reconnaissance Platoon, 2nd Battalionm, 60th In-
fantry, located 13 NVA who had been killed by artillery in the same general
area. On 29 July, the Reconnaissance Flatoon (2-60 Inf) on the banks of the
vam Co Tay River eight kilometers northesst of Binh Phuoc (XS693577), killed
two enemy with the support of the 21,0th Assanlt Helicopter Company.

At 0545 hours on 30 July, Company C, 2nd Battalion, L7th Infantry,
after establishing a day ambush site off a waterway four kilometers south
of Can Duoc (XS735570), engaged three enemy in a sampan resulting in one
enemy killed and one prisoner-of-war, At 1130 hours, Company B, 3rd Bat-
talion, 7th Infantry, on a combat assault, contacted an enemy force six
kilometers southwest of Can Giuoc (XS765710) with the 2LOth Assault Heli-
copter Company in support, resulting in six enemy killed,

On 31 July at 1745 hours, Company C, Sth Battalion, 60th Infantry,
conducting an eagle flight operation one kilometer south of Vinh Kim
(153761;25? , engaged five enemy in & tunnel with a shaped charge, killing
all five of them and destroying the tunnei. Other elements of Company C,
operating just outside of Long Thanh Tay Hamlet (X5639660), uncovered two
caches consisting of LO hand grenades, three rounds of M-79 ammunition,
10 RPG rounds, 13 rounds of 60mm mortar ammunition, four ammunition drums
for a light machine gun, 10 NVA gas masks, four pounds of medical supplies
and cleaning equipment for a 60mm mortar, In other scattered contacts
throughout Long An Province, the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, in-
fantrymen killed eight of the enemy on 31 July.

During July, Division soldiers Kkilled 991 of the enemy, captured 42
prisoners-of ~war, captured or destroyed 242 individual weapons and 59 crew
sorved weapons, and 18 tons of rice. Combined daily operations with ARVN,
Regional and Popular Force units totaled 801, In pacification efforts, in-
cluding totals for the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, from the 26th of
July, the Division conducted 431 leafleb and 381 broadeast missions and
triated 27,960 patients.

During the quarter, 667 Hoi Chanhs rallied in the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion TAOR,

Dvring the reporting period fram 1 May 1969 to 30 July 1969, the Divi-
sion had eompletely prevented enemy forces in Tay Ninh and Hau Nghia Prov-
inces from gaining the objectives they had outlined in their plans for the
*Summer Offensive,” In Tay Ninh Province, two moves by the 9th VC/NVA
Division to gain a foothold in Tay Ninh City to establish it as the eapitol
of the NL''s illegal, shadow government had been halted along the approach
routes to the eity and its regiments dispersed and decisively defeated, So
great were the enemy's losses in persomnel and equipment that he was unable
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In Hau Nghia Province, the Division had aought out the enemy and de-
feated him in main foree battles and inflicted serious damage to the Viet
Cong Communist Infrastructure there, Through an accurate gathering and
appraisal of intelligence information, the Division had eonducted a series
of timely operations which penetrated the infrastructure in Sub-Region 1,
eliminating or capturing significant cadre and high ranking officials, in-
terdicting the supply routes of rear service elements and destroying large
amounts of materiel in his base areas, The success of this preemptive
campaign compelled the enemy main force units to terminate large scale
operations and begin reversion back to the Phase I guerrilla tactics of
pre-Tet 1968, Land clearing operations and persistent engagement of enemy
elements had hampered his ability to concentrate his forces, depleted his
available manpower, demoralized his soldiers and impaired his capability to
initiate the highpoints of activity he had planned, His stature in lhe v,°
of the people had been reduced and the people were reluctant to provide him
with logistical support. Strategic placement of night cambat patrols, full
exploitation of radar and other surveillance devices and the employment of
Night Hawk helicopters had disrupted his movement during the hours of dark-
ness,

As the quarter closed, the Division continued to defeat the enemy at
his every move, fwrther pacification of the Vietnamese psople in its area
of operations, and strengthen the capabilities of ARVN/PF/RF forces.

B. (C) New Programs and Techniques: Beginning in early April and con
tinuing throughout this reporting period, the Division has developed a
program to camputerize the large volume of operational and intelligence
data whieh results from operations within the Division area, This pro-
gram is aimed at reducing the amount of time and effort required to ana-
lyze and interpret this information and to exploit its full potential to
improve the cambat efficiency of the Division, Tho system employs the
UNIVAC 1005 camputer. The raw data for each program is obtained from a
careful screening of the Daily Intelligence Summary, the Operational Situ-
ation Report, and the G2 and G3 Daily Journals, by the G3 Doctrine and
Training Division, The raw data is extracted from these source documents
and recorded manually on work cards on a dally bagis, These works cards
are then delivered to the AG Machine Records Branch where they are con-
verted to punch cards and processed through the computer which produces
the desired programmed data in a tabular form, The data is then ana-

lyzed by the G3 Doctrine and Training Division and applied ' . = ™ char
and map overlays for ease of interpretation by G2 and G2 7 "o he
application of this system to specific programs is discus - .2~ - ort
at Tab G,
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M-60 Machine Gun and Mll Rifle w/starlight scope on the right side, 5Laeh
crew is thoroughly briefed by & representative from the battalion or bri-
gade to which the Night Hawk has been allocated, and this representative
becames a part of the mission crew, to perform the necessary liaison and

to give fire clearances, During this reporting quarter, Night ‘Hawk opera- ™
tions have accounted for 130 ensiy KTA, The report at Tedb H contains a
detailed description of Night Hawk operations within the Division.

Extensive land clearing operations continued in the Division area to
deny concealed areas and routes to the enemy, In the Boi Loi Woods (XT523k)
and in areas around the Crescent (XTL352-XT3760), the operations were con-
ducted by land clearing companies using the standard Rome Plows, In the
Citadel area (XT5025), the 65th Engineer Battalion applied a new teclnique
to olsaring the dense hedgerows which had served as obstacles o friendly
operations and previded the enemy with concealment for his fortifications.
The battalion procured a 75 meter length of naval anchor chain, weighing
approximately three tons. This chain is connected to the rear of two D7E
bulldozers. The bulldozers move down each side of the hedgerow, dragging
the chain in an elongated “V" behind them, The weight of the chain and
the power of the bulldozers rips ths vegetation out by the roota, and the
numerous booby traps are detonated at a safe distance behind the bulldoze>s.
This system is fast, efficient and much safer for the equipment operators.
See aab I.

The effieciency of the Division's ground surveillance radar systems was
significantly increased during the month of May through a reevaluation of
emplacement and employment techniques, and visits by a USAECOM inspection
team and a mobile training team which gave on gite instruction to operators
on the maintenance and operation of the sets, To sustain the increased
officienoy, the Division established a radar operations school at Cu Chi.
Once graduates of this school began returning to their units the Division
experienced a sharp increase in the number of radar sightings throughout
the TAOR, See Tab J,

Another surveillance system which shows continued improvement is that
involving the "Duffelbag" seismic sensors (See Tab K), These devices have
greatly hampered the enemy's freedam of movement as evidenced by the 371
enemy killed by artillery and Night Bawk aircraft in response to activa-
tions., They have also proven invaluable in providing early warning of im-
pending ensmy attacks. The jefanders of Fire Support Base Crook had in-
dications of enemy movement around the base five hours before the actual
attacks began., In these five hours, fire support was massed and preemptive
attacks by fire were initiated against the enemy,

The total range of sencory, detection and intelligence ccllecting
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fine the problem of mining activity within 'the Biwisiem, snd tte ottploymarn
of seismic @ensexs, night, combat patrols, artillery and Night Hawks, to
counter this activity (See Tab L), Another example of this organisstiom o
effort is the establishment of the Target Information Center under the
supervision of the Divisiom G2 (Tsb M), The agency ir staffed by members
of the G2 Section and the Fire Support Klements, They record, correlate,
and analyse all source information and convert it into target recormmend-
ations. The target recommendations are made to the Division G3 who select
the appropriate combat response.

C. (€) Personnel.

(1) During the months of May, June and July, 1969, the aggregate Div
personnel strength averaged 17,939 of 17,626 authorized, or 101,8 Enlis
personnel strength averaged for this period 16,603 of 16,329 authorized, «
161.6%, while officer personnel strength for the period averaged 1,336 of
authorisged, or 103,08, Perwonnel shortages continued to exist imiInfantr;
tains and Lieutenants and Field' Artillery Lieutenants and non=-comnui ssdome
officers in the grades of E6 through B9 in 11B; 11C, 11F, 128 17B, 17K, |
634, 63C, 76A, 7P, 76, 762, and 94HE: MDS,

(2) During the period 1 May through 3i July 1969. the Division had
XIA's (15 officers and 164 EM), and 2,070 WIA's (138 officers and 1,932 E
excluding OPCON l';1.1;3. There were 21 non-battle deaths, 36 aon-battle in
and no missing in action, Officer gains for the pericd numbered 427, whl
administrative officer losses were EL‘). EM gains were 4,326, while adxin
tive EX losses totaled 2,646,

(3) Principal Command and Staff. The identification of the princip:
command -and staff personnel within the 25th Infantry Division for the repc

ing period is as follows:

Wd HQ, DA
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O, (C) Operations,

(L) The G2 seotion developed plans and exeouted cperations to pre-empt
VC/NVA operstions and to destroy VC/NVA forces, DTOC Forward continued to
function at Tey Ninh, This integreted staff served two purpossss

bz TR .
(a) It provided & staff and command post for the ADC-MN,
(b) It provided coordination and liaison between Division Headquarters
and IVEF in the Tay Ninh ares,

(2) The G3 Plans section ooordinated all friendly operaticns oondusted
in the 25th Division TAOR, This seotlon coordinated areas of operatlions with
the 5th ABVN Division, 25th ARVN Division, and B=32, SIDG, It also ocoordinated
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and B=52 strikes, The UOAF Iall assligned T0 SUpPpOl’s WO LVLTVIDAVE T8 <570 "
sible for controlling tactical air strikes, visual reconnalssance, assisting
in ths dewvelo t of B-52 targeis and B-52 target bamb Aamage assessment,
There were 2745 tactical air sorties flown in support ¢ e Diviaion, The
air strikes were in support of troops in contact, landirny sone preps, pre-
strikes and haressing and interdictory strikes. Bomb damage assessment wast

Killed By Air (Body Count) 802
Killed By Air (Possible) N
Bunkers Destroyed L82h
Structures Destroyed Lso
Secondary Fires 81
Secondary Explosions 399

During this periocd there were 61 B-52 strikes qimsisting of six sorties eash
flown in support of the Division operations, Most of the targets were locate
in and around War Zone C. Over 27,000 tons were dropped on troop concen-
trations, base camps, storage areas, comrunications centers and infiltration
routes. A bamb damage assessment was made on each target. Reports from agen
ralliers and prisoners-of-war indicate that the B-52 strikes have contributed
greatly to the combat power of the Division and are in a large part responsib
for the enemy being defeated in each move that he made, These same reporss
estimate the number of enemy dead and wounded by the strikes well into the
thousands and wncountable quantitiss of supplies and equipment lost,

(4) The Division Chemical Section, and the 9th Chemical Detachment con-
tirmed to support Division operations by employment of non-persistent amd
persistent CS, personnel detector and defoliation missions, During the repe:
ing period a total of 507 E158 CS cannisters and 6,977 CS grenades were
helicopter dropped in support of troops in contact, A total of 186,520 1bs ¢
micropulverized CS powder was dropped fram CH-47 aircraft to restrict lknown ¢
suspected enemy infiltration routes, base camps and rocket and mortar sites,
Additionally, 1,328 lba of powdered CS were employed in contamination of ene
bunkers and tunmels, A total of 15,900 gallons of dafoliant and 36,730 gall
of diesel fuel was aprayed upon approved defoliation projects in the Divisia
TAOI, Assistance was also provided to the 25th ARVN Division. A total of 2
hours of flying was devoted to airborne personnel detection miesions. The
Chemical Section has conducted classes on the protective mask for the Lightx
Replacement Training Center and provided personnel for courtesy pre-IG and
CMMI inspections, During the reporting period 4O 55-gallon fougasses have b
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into country by Edgewood Arsensl,

(5) The Fire Support Element worked under the general staff supervislion
of the ACofS, G3. The FSs coordinated the fire support for the mineuver ale-
ments of the Division and supervised the Artillery Warning Control Centers,

Esch naneuver brigade wes provided direct support by & light artillery batte~
lion, Althoggh there were some sttachments and detachments, normally support
was provided as follows

ERIGADES = DS BATTALIONS

Lst Brigeds ggy&;: %é‘“ﬁnf"‘w*ﬁ‘f’m Attached
2rdd Brigade ist Bn, 8th Artillery

3rd Brigade 2nd Bn (=), 77th Artillery

The 3rd Bn, 13th Artillery (155mm/8%) provided general support for the Divisiom

Daring the reporting period, the plan for the movement of batteries to support
wet season operations and to support the relocation of the 3d Bde was completede

Expenditures of artillery ammuniticn by the Division Artillery weres

CALIBER MAY JUNK JULY
10

toral rds 59,140 69,982  au,086
rd/tube/day 35 43 50
155mm

total rds 12,391 15,684 16,104
rd Xube/day 2z 29 3z
8e

total rds 1,732 1,670 1,717
rd [tube /dey 14 14 4

(6) Army Avistiom
(a) During the period 1 May 69 to 31 July 69, Army comba. ~1-+ & oornl
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air support was furfiished to the Division by units of the 1Zth Avialtlon LOmUEL
Group, Assault Heliopter Companies sxR:CH-i? aircraft were provided by the
269th Combat Aviation Battalion whose units include the 116th Assault Helicopt
Co, 187th Helicopter Co, and the 242nd Assault Support Hellcopter Coe

(b) Due to the drametic increase in mission support hours flown by the
25th Aviation Battalion throughout the reporting quarter, the total £light hov
for the Division for July 1969 was only & few hours less than a phenomenal tot
of 10,000 hours, An increase in quarterly flying hours of nearly 20 per oent
was attributed to the Battalion, This accounted for a significant expansion
the support rendered to the maneuver mments of the Divisiom,

(¢) Normal dadly aircraft requirements included eight (8) UE-1H for coms
amd control, one (1) for administrative courler, and three (3 for general suj
Three (3) OH-6A IOH aircraft were provided daily for command and control and
general support missions, Two (2) light fire teams consisting of AH~1G "Gobri
and/or UH-1C aireraft were on continuous 24 hour alert in support of contact,
missions, while additiomal gunships were provided dally for escort and cover
missions, Two (2) U6-A aircraft are utilized for administrative courier, gen
support missions and maintenance psrts runs. Beyond normal dally support, nuw
erous airmobile operations were conducted including movement of ready reactlo
‘forces, and the insertion and extraction of Division maneuver elements, Many
pre~planned and hasty airmobile operations were conducted which normally requ
six (6) UH-1H 1ift ships, one (1) command and control ship, and one (1) light
fire team and one (1) UH-1H smoke screening ship, Significant iucreases in t
capability to conduct and support night operations wore also effected, Night
missions included flare drops in support of ground units and recurring night
light fire team scrambles, counter-mortar missions, command and control, and
eral support missions, A dramatic expansion of the *Night Hawk™ program was
effected, Since early in this reporting period, four (4) "Night Hawk" aircra
have been stalking the Division area of operation for seven (7) hours per “"Ni
Hawk® aireraft every night, Two (2) UH-1H LRBP standby alert aireraft were p
vided every night, Special missions for the battalion consisted of chemlcal
drops, psychological operations, personnel detector, defoliation, search and
cus, smergency resupply, emergency aeromedical evacuation, and smoke screenin

(d) STATISTICAL SUMMARY QF COMBAT PERFORMANCE DATAs (1 May - 3L July €

May Juw Jul Totsl
Flight Hours 4,139 k4,687 4,765 13, 59L
Sorties 6,230 7,597 8,636 22,468
Passengers Carried 8,565 8,796 12,489 29,850
Cargo Carried (Tons) 175 290 320 785
Enemy Killed (BC) 81 95 95 271
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Enemy Structures (Dam) 29 L 33
Enemy Sampans (Dest) 5 11 L 20
Enemy Sampans (Dam) o] 1 (o] 1
Aircraft Hits 8 14 L 26

(e) The Battslion experienczed three (3) major accidents during the report-
ing querte®, The accidents were caused byt hovering downwind in a strong gust-
ing tail windy vertigo and disorientation at night in marginal weather; a mid-air
collision with an aircraft from another unit, During the same period the
Battalion experienced no aircraft incidents, Two (2) aircraft were lost to enemy
ground fire,

(£) Effective 260001 July the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division became
OPOON to the 25th Infantry Division, Non-organic air support was furnished to
this unit from the 24Oth AHC, 222 CAB and the 190th AHC, i45th CAB, Organie
aircraft of the Brigade consisted of four (4) OH-6A and four (4; UH-1 Helicop-
ters, During the stated period the 112th Aviatiom Combat Group flew the follow-
ing support for the 25th Infantry Division and the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry
Division: Sorties flown - 47,019; Passengers airlifted - 91,745, '

(g) Additional non-organic air support was provided by Co A, 229th Assault
Helicopter Battalion, 1st Caw Div in Tay Ninh Province, This unit flew 12,629
sorties and airlifted 27,653 passengers,

(h) Aerial surveillance and reconnaissance missions were flown through the
TAGT by B and C Troop,. 3rd Sqdn, 17th Cavalry of the 12th Combat Aviation Group,
the 73rd Surveillance Company (Mohawk) and the 74th Reconnaissance Airplane Com-
pany (Bird Dog), Primary aero-medical evacuation was provided the Division by
the 159th Medical Company,

(7) Bngineer Operations,

(a) During 1 May to 31 July the 65th Engineer Battalion, 25th Infantry
Division, provided comba. engineer support to the Division, In additiin to the
normal combat engineer support, the 65th Engineer Battalion cleared 1,040 acres
in the Citadel area, The current operations incorporate an anchor chain which
not only clears hedgerows, but greatly reduces the number of mine casualties
and damgge to the clearing equipment.

(b) During this reporting period, Company A provided direct combat support
to the ist Brigade in Tay Ninh, Deily minesweeps of the MSR's in the 1st Bri-
gade's area of operations coupled with combat engineer demolition teams in support
of of the 1st Brigade's battalions have been an extremely important part of the
combat engineer support provided by Company A.
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2, During the latter half of July, Company A was engaged in the burning
of felled rubber trees along the northern portion of the road through the Can
Khoi Rubber Plantation, The purpose of this burning was to remove the maximum
amount of concealment for possible enemy ambush forces,

3. Company A completed clearing around Fire Support Base St, Barbara
(French Fort) vic XT2868 during the first portion of this reporting period,
The clearing started 30 April 1969 and terminated on 6 May 1969, The clear-
ing provided fields of fire and eliminated a concealed approach area for the
enemy, Approximately 450 acres were cleared,

4, Company A continued to clear fields of fire on the summnit of Nui Ba
Den throughout the reporting period. A water catchment basin on the sumait
of Nuil Ba Den was also completed during this period, The catchment basin was
approximately 25 ft deep and 300 ft in circumference. The entire basin was
coated with concrete to prov'de an impervious lining. The concrete was placed
by hand. The total area covered by concrete was 13,200 sq ft.

5. Company A relocated FSB Sedgewick to its present location vie XT238-
308, The most unusual aspect of this operation involved rafting a D75 doger
down the Oriental River to the Renegade Woods and walking the doser overland
to Sedgewlck, Once at Sedgewick the dozer knocked down the berms at old
Sedgewick and prepared new positions and berms at the new FSB location.

(¢) During this reporting period, Company B continued upgrading various
aspects of the Cu Chi Base Camp perimeter. A total of eight (8) forty foot
observation towers weroe completed, These towers are located at critical point
on the base camp perimeter, n eleven (11) lox cyclone fonce to reduce possibl
infiltration into the interior of the base camp was also completed,

1. Company B also initiated extensive road repair and drainage work at
FSB Hampton, As Hampton is quite level, improvement of the drainage wms
relatively difficult, The most beneficial action in this effort was the con-
struction of a large slit trench with a dozer, This trench was dug to the
wvater table and established an adequate slope to allow the water to drain
from the interior of the FSB, As the hydrostatic head increased the differ-
ential pressure forced the runoff into the water table, Since the onset of
the monsoon season the access road to FSB Hampton has deteriorated extensivel
Adequate repair could not be made with traffic continuing to use the road,
The most feasible course of action was the construction of a new access road,
This required breaching an ABVN minefield., The breaching was accomplished by
using standard bangalore torpedoes,

2. Company B is presently upgrading the northern portion of the road th
the Cau Khoi Rubber Plantation, When completed, this road will possess the
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ly, Company A is presently removing the felled rubber trees, Company B's ef-~
fort on shis project will provide another alternative for convoy traffic to
Daun Tieng. This will assist in reducing the probability of convoy smbush as
well as improving the overall road network in the Division AO,

. Although Company B is a general support company, extensive engineer
assis e was provided the 3rd Squadron, Lsh Cavalry, in a direct combad sup-
port role. Company B provides minesweep and demolition teams to the cavalry
troops on a contimuing basis,

. Company B provided eartlmoving equipment and technical assistance to
the ARVN 25th Infantry Division's engineer battalicn in the building of a road
from vic ITS690L2 to the intersecticn of route A northeast of Duc Hoa.

;. Comparny B also provided extensive direct combat engineer support to
the 1T Pield Force land clearing team operating in the 25th Infantry Division
AO from 29 June 1969 to date,

{d) During the entire reporting period Company C contimued to provide
direct combat support to the 2nd Brigade, This combat support consisted of
nimampte-uonthem'aandroadaludingtothoanBrigadofire sup-
port bases as well as combat demolition support to the 2nd Brigade's maneu-
ver battalions,

1. C C provided the engineer support to extensively upgrade routes
TL 7A, TL 6A, BA and 249. This LOC maintenance has been continuous throughou¥
the reporting period, Without this engineer support these roads would have
become impassable sarly in the monsoon season.

2. Company C also performed extensive and continuous maintenance on Fire

Support Bases Emory, Devin, Patton, Pershing aud Keene, This maintenance con-
gisted of road, berm, bunker and drainage improvements,

Company C's ability to immediately respond to patrol base construction
requirements with airmobile equipment insured adequate defensive earth works
before nightfall on the first day. The patrol Bases constructed with airmo-
bile D-S dozers were Dragon and Hunsley, An integral part of the defense of
a patrol base and fire support base is a wooden, portable <observation tower,
Company C constructed and airlifted observation towers for five (5) field in-
stallations,

{e) This reporting period saw Company D's area of responsibility change
entirely. During June 1969, the 3rd Brigade moved its headquarters from Dau
Tieng to Cu Chi, The move found Company D operating primarily along and to
either sids of the axis formed by route TA 10, The major points of interes’
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1. Prior to their move from Dau Tieng, a large portion of Comparny D's
activities were concerned with land clearing, particularly the clearing of
rubber trees in the Ben Cui and the Michelin plantations. During the lass
quarter, approximately 300,000 square meters of land were cleared, By far
the most efficient method of clearing was found to be through use of a naval
anchor chain hooked between two bulldozers, This method allows for greater
efficiency in felling trees and, subsequently stacking the trees in windrows,
After windrowing, the trees were allowed to dry and then burned. It was four
that dousing liberally with peneprime and ignition with trip flares or therm-
ite grenades serves to thoroughly reduce the windrews to ashes,

2. The next large project undertaken during the period covered by this
report was the rehabilitation of LTL 19 between FSB Wood III and Dau Tieng.
This road was at one time built with soms deliberation but had been worn
down and rutted by convoys, Piecemeal attempts had been mads by this unis
to repair the road but it was not until the necessary equipment was applied
for that comprehsnsive repair was undertaken and the road materially improved
The key factor was locating a source of good latarite; a deposit with a high
percentage of largs, fairly uniformly siszed nodules to employ on the road.,
Once this was accomplished, the road surface was rebuilt, graded, and drain-
age restored to yield a stable, all-weather dirt road which stood up well to
traffic and has required little further maintenance.

o The next large project was the construction of FSB Wood III, Al-
tho the site chosen was less than ideal fram the standpoint of drainage,
careful planning and the installation of numerous culverts allowed the FSB
to be kept almost entirely free of standing water, 1In addition; the use of
laterits obtained from the source used on LTL 19 provided good interior
roads vhich s$ood up to the abrasion of constant usage by APC's,

_lt*. After moving into its new area of operation, Company D initiated con
struction of Fire Support Base Chamberlain, This base is located in the vi-
cinity of Tho Mo just off route TL 10 two-thirds of the way from Bao Tral to
Duc Hoa, This location was previously an ARVN hardspot complete with the nor
mal high density anti-personnel minefield, As the hardspot was not of suffic
ient size to accamodate the 3rd Brigade unit, it became necessary to enlarga
the ARVN hardspot. This necessitated removal of one-half of the minefield,
This was accomplished by dragging a naval anchor chain between two (2) M-L8
tanks, This removed a large percentage of the anti-personnel mines. The
remainder of the mines were detonated by saturating small segments of the
minefield with JP=l and igniting the fuel, This prodused an intense heas
which cooked off the remainder of the mines in the field,

(f) During this reporting period, Company E's major projects included
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Dau Tieng was provided with 27' bridge erection hoAlS and bOo Wil WiALTIT e
Several rafting missions were successfully campletad on the Oriental River
utilizing L-float and S-float reinforced MyTé6 rafts, The unit bridge holding
ares was extensively remodeled and improved for ease of inventory and access-
ibilisy. Construction of a pre-fab maintenance building was completed and
will provide a weathar.proof working area, Three LG6" culverts were emplaced
on Route 64 near FSB Pershing to replace an ML4T6 dry span, The dry span had
been erected to replace a timber trestle bridge which was completely burned
by the eneamy, A Yarge well was constructed with a 20-ton rough terrain crane
at FSB Hampton, In the month of May, S-ton bridge trucks were used extensive-
1y to haul 5" rock to FSB Keone.

1, Company E also built 1 ea 36V x 36' MBAL helipad ab FSB Hunter, On
the 21at of July, Company b started the replacement of the Ann Margaret Bridge
(XT6617), The existing I.beam bridge and spillway washed out due to high water
during the first part of July 1969, The bridge is currently being replaced
with £ive (5) 72" culverts, As the present current 1s approximately ten (10)
teet per second, extensivs hand work is necessary to insure adequate temping
and seating of the culverts to prevent erosion of the £111, Soil-cement is
being used extensively.

(g) Additional support was provided by non-Divisional units from the
20th Bngineer Brigade.

1. The 588th Enginser Battalion (Combat) with the 362 Engineer C ompany
(Light Bquipment) and the Shlith Engineer Company (Construction Suppors) attached,
operated from Tay Ninh and provided engineer support in the northern pars of
the Division TAOI, Significant operations included completion of paving opera-
tions .on QL 22, between Cu Chi and Tay Ninh, construction of aircraft parking
facilities at Tay Ninh, operation of the Nui Ba Den Quarry, and numerous MCA.
projects, :

2, The 554th Engineer Battalion (Construction) wish the 104th Dump Truck
Company and the 515th Asphalt Platoon atbached, operated fram Cu Chi and pro-
vided support in the southern portion of the Division TAOI, Significant opera-
tions included campletion of paving cperations on QL 1 and QL 22, construction
of aircraft parking facilitles at Cu Chi, completion of the Cu Chi airfield
upgrading, operations of an asphalt plant at Cu Chi, and numerous other MCA.
pmjﬂcuo .

3, When the 3rd Brigads, 9th Inf Div, came under the operational con~
trol of the 25th Inf Div on 26 July 1969, the following Engineer units were
in support of the 3=33 Co C; 1Sth Engr Bn located at Tan Ang Co C, 8th Engr
Bn located at Ben lacj Co U, 93rd Engr Bn located at Tan Anj two platoons,
Co A, 15th Engr Bn located at Can Ciuocj one plasoon, Co By 15th Engr Bn
Jocated a% Tsn An, and two platoans, Co D, 15th Engr Bn located at Tan An
and Can Giwoc.
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s;Lper\'riQionﬁévez—"all tactical communications within the Division.

(b) Significant activities were the continued VHF support of nineteen
{ire support bases and three major base camps, The mmber of base camps was
*vduced to two when the Dau Tieng Base Camp and the area east of the Saigon
River were placed under control of the 1st Infantry Division,

(c) The 125th Signal Battalion facilities at Dau Tieng were reduced
from an Area Signal Genter to a radio relay site, This site provides a radio
relay link from Division Main, Cu Chi to 1lst Brigade at Tay Ninh. This relay
ma@oved the requirement to route two relay systems over Nui Ba Den, This pro
vlded better alternate routing and obviated the potensial of two radio relay
*yStems going off the air simultanecusly., Problems encountered in the past
with systems routed over Nui Ba Den were complete power losses, resupply pro-
ulems, especially during the rainy season, and difficulty in transporting spa
parts to and from the mountain top, Eventual plans call for the erection of
2 160 foot tower at Go Dau Ha and removal of the second system over the moun-
“s1n, The orly facilities visualized to remain on the mountain are the Divi-
sion FM weransmission stations,

(d) In conjunction with the move of the 3rd Brigade from Dau Tieng %o
G Chi the following COMMEL support was provided, The Division Wire Officer
vorsonally coordinated the installation of each telephone for Brigade Head-
cuarters, two OPCON Infantry Battalions » the DS Artillery Battalion, and En-
¢ineer Company, In addition to supervising the installation of the zdminis-
~ative telephones, the Wire Officer coordinated the installation of a tacti-
val cable system to 3rd Brigade. The Field Cable Platoon, 125th Signal Bn,
wXtended a 50 palr cable from the Lightning Main wirehead %0 provide tactisal
sommunication facilities for the 3rd Brigade, This sllowed immediate inssall.
ation of brigade tulephones, sole user circuits, and teletype circuits to
higher, lower, and lateral headquarters prior to the brigade moving its head-
quarters from Dau Tieng. Communications were never loat during the move,
Similar support was rendered in the establisiment of the Brigade Forward CP
at Bao Tr&in

Under the direction of the Division Signal Officer, a Division tidn pro=-
grax was Instituted to clean up all wire and cable consturction on the Divi-
#ion Base Camps, Under this plan, all unused wire and cable was to be re-

- moved and salvaged. Existing construction was policed and appropriately

tagged by the using unit., Anticipated results will be better telephone com-~
minications and cable installation, ease of trouble shooting, and a uniform
crderly method of cable construction,

(e) Due to the wide support given o Divisional units at many fire
support bases, COMMEL maintenance and supervision were found to be lacking,
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sites on a periodic basia. This does not preclude immediate "ebctwtenew visits
to those sites experiencing difficulties in maintaining comwunications,

(£) In early June 1969, a new switchbsamd, AH/MYC-1l, was installed a%
Lightning Main. The new installation was effected without loss of service
to any one subscriber. Immediately, service and efficilency were .yasily in-
oreased, '

(g) In an effart to provice better servise o the Division's field
troops, a Mobile MARS Station was assembled, This ssation then went to the
troops, enabling the infantrymsn to make a call home from the firs suppert
base., Since it was first deployed to fire swpport sites in June 1969, the
mobile stasion has processed over LS55 completed calls to CORUS, The mobile
station was assembled under the suparvision of the Division Radie Officer whe
is also the Division MARS Director, Perscnnel from Cu Chi MABS Stasion operate
the mobile station in the field. Initial response has been enthusliastic by
the trocps serviced with equal indorsements by the maneuver unis commanders
thus far supported. Equipment usvd in the mobils s3ation is Collins Single
Side Band Radio Equipment. This was installed in an AN/MSC-31 Ceamunications
Operations Van; a three elament beam antenna was conlguotad using an AP-557
Antenna Mast to support 1%, Other than peor atmespheris condisions, contact
with CONUS has been established every time the stutiom has been commitded,

(h) The last quarter also saw the issuance of the latess generatiom of
Single Side Band BRIT equipment, the AN/GRC-142. This equipment resulted im
better RTIT by the personnel fram the Radio Piatoon, COMMEL Operations Com-
pany, 125th Signal Bn, This resulted in positive and officient initiatiom
of the radio ne%s using this equipment,

(1) Current Signal Systems:

l. In order to fulfill its mission of providing direct signal suppert
to Division Headquarters and division subordinate uniss, the battalion operates
both static and mobile comrmunications facilities, Telephone, radio, RATT
and Communications Centers are located at each of the two major base camps,
Twelve channel VHF systems are provided to intercannec+ basc camps of higher,
lateral and subordinata units. Additsionally, VHF systems, when the avail.
ability of equipment permits, are extended to fire support bases,

2, Systems Control (SYSCON): In addition $o the normal command, cen-
trol and coordinating facilities found in all battalions, the 125th Signal
Battalion employs a SYSCON which has systems operated by the battalion S3 and
is responsible for coordination, direction and supervision of installation
and operation of all communication systems operated ¥ she battalion,

3. Communications facilities provided by the 125th Signal Battalion:
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b. Automatic retransmission facilities are provided at Nui Ba Den for
the DIvision Clear and Secure nets on a full time basis. - An additional re-
tranamiosion facility is provided at Deu Tieng. This unit is used primaril;
with the Division Intelligence Net but is available for the Command Net.

S. An B4I facility is provided at Cu Chi Base Camp.

d. Battalion Command Net: This net is used to coordinate and control
the activities of the battalion. This net is especially usefull as a SYSCO}
engineering net wben relocating and establishing new signal centers,

6. IIFF AM Voice Command Net: The battalion maintains a SSB Voice cyy
atility for the Division to enter this net on call.

f. AM Radio RATT: The Division Opns/Intell RATT Net is remoted into
the Division Tactical Operations Center. Voice frequency teletype circuits
are provided to major subordinate units and terminated in the DTOC as back-
up to RATT. The Division Admin Log RATT Net provides a net control station
for DISCOM Main and stations for DISCOM subordinate units at forward signal
centers. The battalion operates the 25th Infantry Division, III Corps Opnms,
Intell RATT Net, on a full time basis. .

£+ Communications Center: The 25th Infantry Division communications
center facilities are provided by the 125th Signal Battalion. During the
reporting period, an average of 2008 messages were handled per month. Of
the traffic handled, 18.8% was originating traffic, 65.5% terminating traffi
14.8% relay traffic, and 17.9% were hand carried messages, High precedence
traffic continued at a high volume. An average of 76.1% of all traffic
handled had precedence of immediate or higher. Additionally, comwunications
oenter facilities were provided at Tay Ninh Base Camp and Deu Tieng Base Can

b, Telephone Switching Centers: An AN/MIC-1 with five (5) dial trunks
is used for the Division Main Switchboard. This switchboard is being used
in lieu of the authorized AN/MTC-3 because of the mumber of non-divisionel
wits and subordinate divisional unit's rear areas requiring drops or access
to Lightning Mzin Switch. This alone. increases the normal traffic of the
Division Main Switch over 300%.

E. (C) Training. All school courses operated during the previous reporting
period remained in the training program, and the 9th Infantry Division Snipe
School was transferred intact to the 25th Infantry Division, beginming its
first course on 30 July. G3 (DOT) contimed to coordinate evaluation of
Research and Development projects with an average of fifteen evaluations
being conducted at a given time. The G3 (DOT) staff was augmented in April
with six men who began utilizing the AG Univac 1005 computer to provide data
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developed to identify actiouns. Notable success was achievsd in reducing
nine damsge and booby trap casualties once statistics led to the identification
of problem areas. In July, & relatively complex computer program was designed
to give an evaluation of duffel bag employment. Work is contimuing to further
develep usesul computerised information for commanders and their staffs.

F. (C) Intelligence.

(1) Enemy activity during the month of May consisted of preparation for
the Swmmer Campaign and initirtion of the first highpoint (11-12 May) of the
Summer action psriod. The ba.io goals of the enemy's Sumaer plans were to
inflict heavy losses on U.S. forces; destroy GVN control at the village and
hamlet level; establish a strong and actdve infrastructure throughout SVN in
anticipation of a possible negotiated settlement at the Paris Peace Talks, and
"free” the ruyal areas and exert limited control over the towns and cities.
The rate of enexy activity remained at moderate levels throughoct the country.
Preplanned attacks which were scheduled to take place on 18-19 May in cele-
bration of Ho Chi Minh's Birthday never matsrialized and were reported to have
been postponed dus to allied discovery of snemy intentions. Throughout the
month, sources indicated that the enemy stressed efforts to upgrade his infra-
structure. Cadre personnel from main force and district local force units
were assigned to herlzt and guerrilla units in an aitempt to bolster the fight-
ing potential of thess forces. Sources also indicated that during the latter
part of the month, VC district units and the Tay Ninh Provincial Battalions
were closely coordinaténg their activities with village and hamlet guerrilla
units to comduct terrorist missions in their respeciive areas of responsi-
biiity. COSVN main force units were active during the month. The 1 NVA
Division finisned refitting and deployed units into forward tactical positions
in Central War Zone C and the Crescent. The 9 VC/NVA Division revamped its
regimental locations and misslons in order to meet the goals of the Summer
Campaign. - Ope regiment, the 273, was discovered to have moved to IV _CTZ and
was replaced by the 88 Regiment. In SR-1, enemy action was at a moderate
level throughout the month with the 268 Regiment being the most active. SR-2
forces contirmued in their efforts to reestablish their infrastructure and en-
gaged in extensive reconnaissence of targets throughout the Duc Hoa and Duc Hue
Districts. Though enemy forces attempted tc avoid major contact during the
month, they were relentlessly pursued by the 25th Infantry Division and lost
over 1585 KIA, Major engegements of the month wers (1) on 1 May vie XTLL13,
the &th ARVN Airborne Battalion engaged the 3rd Battalion, 271 Regiment re-
sulting in 46 KIA (BC) and two FW's captured; (2) during the attack on 1Z
Carolyn vic XT275786, or 6 May the $5C Regiment lost 101 NVA KIA and 28 Fd's
captured; (3) the 101 Regiment was contacted by the 1-27th Inf and 2-22 Inf
?!? vic XTS71LS3 on 9 May, resulting in 115 enemy KIA and one W captured;

L) the 101D Regiment lost 73 men in an attack on LZ Jamge vic ¥TL8T2 on 11 May;
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by 4~<3 Inf (M) resulting in 51 KIA and four PW's captured; (7) the 1-5th
Inf (M) and 2-12th Inf contacted elements of the 268 Regiment on 1l May
resulting in 54 KIA; and (8) on 29 May, the 268 Regiment was again contacted
by the 2-12th Inf and 1-5th Inf (M) vic XT581237 and lost 59 KIA.

(2) During June, enemy action included two highpoints of the Summer
Campaign: 5 - 9 June and 19 - 20 June. Sources indicated that the 5 - 9
June highpoint was regarded as the second most significant offensive period
of the Summer Campaign, as it was planned to coincide with the Midway Con-
ference between Presidents Thieu and Nixon on 8 June. The principle areas
of enemy activity during the month were: Tay Niph City and its suburbs,
FSB's Crook (XT055592) and Washington (XT1L6568), areas southwest of Tay Ninh
City, southeast of Mui Ba Den, in the crescent and upper Cau Khoi, in the
Citadel and in areas between Trang Bang and the Lower Boi Loi Woods. During
the last week of June, enemy forces generally avoided heavy contact and with-
drew to bases areas for rafitting and preparation for tbe July action period.
Daring June, the 1 WA Division, while continuing its operations in War Zone
C, was plagued with perscnnel shortages that limited its operational capabilit,
The 9 VC/NVA Division, the most active of COSVN's divisicnal units during
June, aittacked Tay Ninh City twice in an effert to secure tempors~y control
of the city and establish a Provisional Govermment. Both atte were anti-
cipated by intelligence sources enabling the 25th Division and Allied maneu-
ver elements to resoundingly defeat both enemy attempts against the city.
Enemy activity in SR-1 was at a high level during the first three weeks of
the month, but decreased sharply in the last week with the 268 Regiment again
being the most active unit in the sub-region. Though SR-1's main forces con-
tinued to be active, the general pattern of enemy strategy reflected an in-
oreased reliance on local and guerrilla force actions to sustain the momentum
of activity against friendly forces. Principle elements of the 1st and 3rd
Battalions of the 268 Regiment and probably a limited number of cadre per-
sonnel from the Quyet Thang Regiment were sent to Cambodia for training in
guerrilla warfare and sapper techniques. SR-2 units spent most of the month
in their Cambodian base:.areas. However, by the end of the month, small ele-
ments of SR-2's main force undts had returned to their normel areas along
the Vam Co Dong River. During June, the 25th Infantry Division killed a
total of 1939 enemy. The major engagements of the month were: (1) on 5 June,
the 18t and 2nd Battalions of the 268 Regiment were contacted by the 2-12th
Inf, 1-5th Inf (M) and 2-34th Armor vic XT568255, resulting in 52 NV& KIA and
ons TW; (2) the 272 Regiment lost 60 men vic XTILL2 on 6 June in & contact wit
the Sth ARVN Airborne Battalion; (3) during an attack by the 272 Regiment
on FSB Crook (XI'055595) on 6 June, tha unit lost 76 menj (L) on & June GVN
forces and the }-23 Inf (M) killed 79 enemy and captured four NVA from the
88 Regiment during a contact vic XT24513 (5) the 88 Regiment lost a total
of 333 personnel (323 KIA and 10 FW's) during an attack on FSB Crook; (6)
the 5th and 6th ARVN Airborne Battalions contacted beth the 271 and 272 Regi-
ments vic XT125430 and XT139421 on 9 June resulting in 86 KIA and three ™W's;
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and 2-<2 Inf (M) on 11 and 1< June vic XIiucHlyo)> resuliing in Oc NvA BRIA

and three WW's; (9) the 18B Regiment lost 74 men during an attack on LZ Ike
vio XT338719; (10) the D1 and DL Battalions were believed to have been oon-
taoted vic XT267405 the 3-l Cav on 19-20 June resulting in 96 KIA, ard
(11) on 27 June, the L-23 Inf (M) engaged elements of the 88th Regiment vic
IT292570 resulting in 94 NVA KIA and three IW's.

(3) During the first two weeks of July enemy forces prepared for the
initiation of the final highpoint of the Summ~r Campalgn which was to oocur
during the period 16 - 21 July. The 9 VC/NVA Division was to spearhead the
attacks while supported by the Tay Ninh Provincial Battalions (D1 and D1L).
Actions in Tay Ninh were to be complemented by coordinated attacks by fire
and amall growxt engagements in Sub-Regions 1 and 2, Though & number of small
actions did take place throughout the TAOI, the expected highpoint did not
materialise. Intelligence sources indicated that the enemy, atill smarting
from heavy losses sustained during June, and repeatedly preempted by the 25%:
Division’and allied interdictory efforts on maiin avemes of approach to Tay
Ninh City, was unable to implement his final action phase of the Summer Cam-
palgne, The majority of the enemy main force units spent the month in secure
areas undergoing training and refitting. In their absence, local force and
guerrills units attempted to meintain a front of sirength by engaging by
attacks by fire, acts of terrorism and small but limited ground actions. Also
during the month, enemy units increased their propaganda efforts at the vil-
lage and hamlet level. COSVN main force units were inactive throughout moet
of July. The 1 NVA Division remained in east-central War Zone C, with the
exception of one regiment (101D) which operated in Binh Long (P). The 9
VC/NVA Division was in secure areas in Cambodia and north of Tay Ninh City
during early July. Llater in the month, elemsnts of the divisjion were be-
lieved to have been engaged southwest of Tay Ninh City along the Vam Co Dong
River and in the area of Nul Ba Den, along traditional routes into the city.
In SR-1, main force units withdrew into secure areas to undergo training.
Principal elsments of the 1st and 3rd Battalions of the 268 Regiment and
cadre personmsl from the Quyet Thang Regiment remained in Cambodia receiving
guerrillas and sapper training during the month. These units were to
begin infiltrating back into Sub-Region 1 during the last week of the month.
During July, the 25th Infantry Division killed a total of 991 enemy. The
major engagements were: (1) on 1 July the 88 Regiment was believed to have
besn contacted by the 4-23 Inf (M) vic XT295576 resulting in Ll NVA KTA;

(2) the 3-22 Inf contacted the 58 Artillery Bn on 8 July vic XT167677 whers
19 were kdlled; (3) on 9 July, the 165 Regiment was involved irn a battle with
the 1st Air Cav Division vic XT740930 resulting in 22 NVA KIA and one PW;

(L4) elements of the 268 Regiment were engaged by 2-1li Inf vic XT592279 on 9
July, in an action in which 17 NVA were killed; (S5) the 2-1ith Inf contacted
elements of the 83 Rear Service Group vic XT578273 on 19 July resulting in

S1 NVA KIA; (6) a 28 July coordinated action by the 2-12th Inf, 1-Sth Inf (M),
2-1ith Inf and 3-4 Cav in pursuit of an intelligence target, yielded 53 enemy
KIL, six PW's and four detainees; the enemy unit was identified as the 268
Regiment, and (7) on 29 July vic XS363890, 2-27th Inf in conjunction with
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explosion at & 554 Engineer Battalion Mess Hall on 3 January 1969 in which
15 Amorican scldlers were killed., Two of the PW's were tentatively identi-
f1od as the females identified in the documents and subsequently admitted

their involvement in the exploslon,

third VC femalc who is still at large,

They blamed the actual explosion on a
At the time of the explosion, all

three females wore employed as hootch malds at the 554th, Since 7 July 1969,
nine Vietnamese females have been appreliended as VC who worked on Cu Chi

Base Camp. Two were apprehended by ARVN MSS in their homes, The other seven
were apprehended inside CCBC, Of these nine, seven worked as hootch maids.
Interrogation reveaied the following EEI from most of the captured VCs number
of GI's sleeping in designated hootchsesy numbers of GI's in mess halls at any

 given time; places where large numbers of GI's congregate; types and amounts

of mechanized equipment, to include aircraft and identities of Vietnamese
girls having GI boyfriends, Three VC had been given the mission of smuggling

explosives onto CCBC, but allegedly

refasei. The above captured VC plus those

apprehended laszt Spring working on CCBC indicates that a surprisingly high

percentage of hootch maids are Vi,

Office his helped to tighten control
creased vigilance and checks conduct

Gate by MP%s, CID and MID personnel
nationals..

The establishment of a Civilian Personnel
s on many permanent employees, and in-

ad on indigenous employees at the Main
has helped tighten control ca all local

(5) The Source Contrcl/Lisison Team during May, June and July, init-

jated or participated in 2} combat operat
jzing Hoi Chanhs and Kit Carson Scout.
185 Viet Cong and North Vietnamese &o

jons through targets developed util-
As a rosult of these operations,
1ldiers were killed in action, of whom

at least nine (9) were District level Infrastructure Cadremen. Forty-six
prisoners were captured, including the Political Officer of Baz Chi (North

Cu Chi) District, and fifty-four detainee:,
and five crew-served weapons wers captured

One hundred and five individual
or dastroyed and 4400 pounds of

rice were confiscated, Also noteworthy is the fact that 2388 cans of machera
and 62 pounds of medical supplies wers taken out of the enemy supply systemo
Throughout this period, notable operations conducted weres

The Giong Viec Operatlons

Ca Chi District Mesting &t Xom Rang
Operation: Buck-shot

Ba Song Hospital and Pharmscy
Hineline's House

Operation Nutcracker

59

21 and 26 May
29 May

23 June

iand 2 vuly
19 July

28 July
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and PIOCC's throughout the TAUI, The VC1 Exploitation Team, formerly under
tlie command of one officer, became an integral part of the Source Control

Team and began working in one or two man teams with an American Source Handler

collecting inteclligence or exploiting tunnel camplexes in the field, The .
addition of the irace lietal Dctection hit as an investigative ald during cor-

don and search operations proved highly successful in apprehending nine VC

suspects at Cay Tram on 11 July. This additional capability is a definite
assct in detecting Y"legal® Viet Cong., The most significant operation during
the reporting period was Operation Nutcracker, during which elements of the
2/12th Inf, 2/1L4th Inf, and J-5th Inf (i1) ran an operation Lased on intel-

ligence and contacuved the 2na pn, 268th VC/NVa tegiment, It is estimated thet

up to ferty percent of the battalion wag annihilated in the six hour contact.

(6) From 1 liay 1969 to 31 July, the IPW Section, 25th MID nrocessed L16
detainees, fThis included 75 VC/NVa IW's, five VCI, 98 VCS, 16 Returnees, 101
innocent civilians, and 101 Civil Defendants,

(a) Readout of documents, interrogation of & VCI PW, anl correlation of
information with Su Chi Subsector led to an oporation on 29 liay 1969 against
~i{-1/%u Chi vistrict cadre and univ leadors weeting in Xom idang (H), which re-
sulted in 59 NVA KIA and one.lM. T,

(b) Debriefing of a llci Chanh and coordination with Daagery Interpret-
ation dection of the 25th [iID revealod the location of li-7 Communications
Section of Su-l, [he target was in lot Division TAQR, On 17 July 1969,
elements of whe 1lst Division conductod an operation against this targot re-
sulting in one ./a 'V and 12 main bwikera of ii-7 Joction destroyed,

(c) Questionin; of a :oi Chanh and coordination with Imagory Inter=

' ‘pretution cection resulted in an operation on 26 July 1969 aguinst Cu Chi

District Cadro and Rear 3ervice olements in Xom iing (1) and Bau Soi (II)
area, The ojeracvions resultod in L3 WVa idi, and 3ix Vi IW's,

(7) During the period, the G2 Air Jection continued to plan and coor-
Jdinate Any and Alr Force aerial ruconniadsnahce misoions, Operating under
a change to the 25th Itwatry Odvision 0P, the G2 Alr rnow informs Brigade
v2's of nissions in tiwdr arva of responsibiility., Ihe Lripgades then coor=-
dinate with artillery vo eftectu nocesuury chook-firec. Jireat support Mohawk
alrcraft accomplished ©2 photo and 12 visuul missions in Ly, 38 photo and

1 visual dssions in June, and L0 photo and 15 visual wdsslons in July,

_ (0) During the roporting veriod, the Imasory Intorprsiation/Targeting
vection made the followlng cuntributions to inwvellipence collections:
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Arca 2ludles ol 1o s
Imgagery lnterpretation Repores 164 151 207

Visual .'econnaissance (hours) 166 160 172

(9) on s June, a routine photo vcealout discovered a recontly constructed

house vic XI589269, Tu Duon lanlet. The house was monitored for a period of

a nmonth using i.ohavk and hand-held photography, and visual reconnaissance,

The house, though apparently deserted, showed continued improvement, A PW
report confirmed the use of the house by enemy units, On 19 July, a hizhly
successful operation was accamplished, resulting in 5S4 enemy killed, 10 de-
tainees, 26 AK-L7's captured or destroyed medical supplics and documents,

one ton of rice and one radio captured,

(10) Aided by visual reconnaissance, hand-held photography, mosaics and
imagery interpretation, a VCI operation in Trang Bang District resulted in
16 enemy* killed, six detainees, 10 AK-L7's captured or destroyed, medical
supplies and documents, explosives and 20 booby traps and mines,

(11) During the reporting period, CPT Gerard A, Clyde and CPT ilobert

L, Gunter Jr,, of the Fire Support Element, were placed under the operational
control of G2 Air to maintain fuctions of the Target Information Center, The
Target Information Center was continuously involved in the development of
timely and exvloitable targets in support of the 25th Infantry Division, By
using all-source intelligence indicators and correlating with known forti-
field enemy areas, the TIC rrovided meaningful targets to the Brigades, Divi-
sion Artillery and air Force, On 12 lay, an agent report received from 525
IiI Group indicated the presence of an vnemy battalion in the vicinity of
WI9863, Red Haze emissions and Airborne Personnel Detectdr readings in the
same area also indicated jwrsonnel in the area, An alr strike was recom-
mended which resulted in six onemy KIA (BC) and the destruction of twelve
bunkers, On 21 liay, an airstrike »laced on a concentrated area of Airborne
Persomnel Detector readings, near a kuown hunker complex at XT6030, resulted
in 1 enemy KIA (BC) and the destruction of eight bunkers, In responss to
an Airborne Personnel Detector reading vicinity X16220 over a known bunker
complex, an aerial observer was dispatched teo XT(220 to conluct e destruction
mission, The AO observed 10-12 personnel in the area and adjusted artillery
resulting in five cnemy ..Ia (8C), one secondary.explosion, and four bunkers
destroyed. An Alrborne ":rionnal detector mission was flown on 12 June vice
WI9760 in response to an ajent report of 600 enemy parsonnel in the area,

Several maximum readings ware obtained, and, as the aireraft was leaving

the area, it receivad heavr srond fire, Artillery and alr strikes were

called into the arca res:)ting in 16 onemy KL (WL3 and five .51 caliber
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positions, and four tunnels destroyed and there were four sccondary explosions,
In addition, four bunkers, 1l fighting positions, and three tunncls were
damaged, A B52 strike was targeted against an cnany base arca on 31 July
resulting in 51 secondary explosions, The T1C is credited with aesisting:

) MAY JUNE JULY
KIA 22 29 28
Fortifications Destroyed L3 78 76
Secondary Explosions 12 16 S8

(12) Camouflaged seismic, acoustic, infrared and magnetic sensor devices
continue to be successfully employed in the 25th Infantry Division TAOR, to
detect activity along enemy routes of infiltration and lines of communication.

Sensors were employed offensively to monitor known enemy routes of commuications,

defensively to detect enemy movement near friendly installations, as guardians
against enemy mining activities, along critical sections of the Division's main
supply routes, and for intelligence by determining the nature, direction and
size of the enemy force moving past the sensors, On 21 July, the Duffel Bag
Program was decentralized to Brigade level, Brigades assumed responsibility
for planning, employing and monitoring sensors in their respective areas, The
Assistant Chief of Staff, G2, assisted by the G2 Special Projects Oificer,
maintains general staff supervision of the Duffel Bag Program and has the re-
sponsibility for requisition and allocation of sensor equipment and nrovides
technical assistance., During the reporting period, 3259 targets were acquired
through Duffel Bag operations and were engaged with'B?,Slh rounds of ar=-
tillery. Operations have been credited with 371 KIA (BC), 57 individual wea~
pons and 23 crew-served weapons captured or destroyed, 5100 pounds of rice
captured and LO bunkers destroyed, Significant Duffel Bag activities for the

"period are as follows:

(a) On 10 May, as a result of heavy sensor activations vio XT051756,
an air strike was targeted against an enemy complex resulting in 11 NVA KIA
(BC) and seven bunkers destroyed.

(b) On 16 May, as a result of heavy Duffel Dag activations in the Cu
Chi Rocket Belt vic XT6572L6 on the night of 15 = lg May, Companies A and

B, 1-508th Inf, 82nd Abn Div, engaged an enemy force resulting in 38 WVA KIA
(BC), 1l AK-47 rifles and six RPG's destroyed.

(¢) On 17 May, 7-1l Artillery lerial Observer, assessing the results

of strikes against Duffel Bag targets vic XTO70548 and XTOSL563, located 11
NVA KIA (BC) killed by artillery.
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killed by artillery in vicinity of sensor field,

(f) On 31 May, B and C, 2-12th Inf vic XT641298 engaged an enemy company
resulting in 25 NVA KIA (BC). Heavy activations of sensors in the area the
preceding night ware a prime contributing factor in the insertion of ground
troops,

(g) On 6 and 7 June, sensor fields north and south of Fire Support Base
Crook gave the first early indication that the enemy were assembled around
the base, Two nights of intensive engagement with the 88th NVA Regiment
resulted in 407 NVA KIA (BC),

(h) On 23 June, B/2-12th Inf vic XT550280 located 25 NVA KIA (BC) killed
by artillery in a senser field.

(1) On 18 July, C/4-23d Inf (M) vic XT300580 engaged an unknown size
enemy force resulting in 27 NVA KIA (BC), Heavy sensor activity in Duffel
Bag field vic XT2959 the previous two nights was the principal intelligence
indicator leading to ground operations in the area,

G, (C) Logistics,

(1) (U) Project Clean, implemented in March 1969 as one phase of the
USARV DSU improvement program, was completed on 4 May 1969, The following
is a recap of Project Clean within the supply and maintenance DSU's of the
25th Infantry Division

Number of stock cards reviewed 23,811
Number of errors corrected 8,436
Number of requisitions cancelled 2,918
Value of cancelled requisitions $366,251,.52
Number of new requisitions submitted 8,828

Value of new requisitions submitted $2,659,863.15

(2) (U) Retrograde of Excess Materiali 2709 line items, dollar value
$168,265,46, were retrograded during the reporting period,

(3) (C) A monthly average of sixteen (16) different conventional Class
V items were subject to ASR control during this reporting period, An average
of eight (8) of these munitions required a minimum of one supplemental allo-
cation each month in order to sustain tactical operations, High dollar/high
tonnage items (i,e.,, 8imm HE, 4,2" HE and artillery rounds) continued to be
the principle munitions under management control, in addition to 2,75" rockets
and 40mm HE, Several munitions essential to bridge protection were withdrawn
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Launchers during the period. The 33 foot bridge is mounted on'a modified M113A1
Armored Personnel Carrier. The four (L) carriers were assigned to the 3rd Squad-
ron, Lth Cavalry (2 ea) and the Lth Bn (M), 23rd Infantry (2 ea) for evaluation.

{6) (U) Five (5) experimental 10KW, 60HZ diesel engine driven genevators
were issued to the Division in late Juvly for evaluation, The generators were
issued with a six month supply of repair parts, The 125th Signal Battalion is
conducting the evaluation., Mr. Reynold Hemmis, a general equipment specialist
Wwith the Mobility Equipment Command, is the project officer.

(7) (U) The issue of fourteen (1) MS577A1 Coammand Post Carriers in late
July campleted the gasoline engine exchange program for all combat vehicles,
The elimination of the gasoline engine reduces the maintenance work load and
decreases the danger of fires in vehicles when hit by enemy weapons.

(8) (U) The Division successfully implemented DA Circular 750-29, effec~
tive 1 July 1969. This circular eliminated TAERS Line Numbers and replaced
them with a two character Equipment Category Code (ECC) and SB 700-20 Line Iltem
Numbers (LIN). The change simplifies identification of equipment shortages.

(9) (U) The AN/GRC 142 Radio was issued as & replacement for the AN/GRC
L6. The AN/GRC 142 is a new, more dependable radio set and has improved the radio-
teletype capabilities of the Division,

(10) (U) The first Maintenance Information News Letter was published by the
G-L Section in vuly 1969. This is one of many programs instituted in order to
improve maintenance and maintenance equipment throughout the Division,

(11) (U) Throughout the reporting period, the 25th Infantry Division Support
Command and attached units participated in Phase III of Operation Toan Thang,
supporting from facilities at Cu Chi, Dau Tieng, Tay Ninh and Duc Hoa., Ad-
ditionally, support was provided to Navy river patrol units located at Phu
Cong and Go Dau Ha, The logistical support provided to Dau Tieng was termin-
ated on 30 June due to the redeployment of the 3rd Brigade to Cu Chi Base Camp.

(a) Continued command emphasis was placed on the return of salvaged
material to property disposal channels, the retrograde of unserviceable equip-
ment and excess equipment, improvement of living conditions in all areas of the
Support Canmand and supported units and in the management of resources to
insure proper support in the areas of supply maintenance, transportation, and
medical service, Increased command and staff visits to supported units
and continucus coordination with higher headquarters contributed to the

2
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ploy DISCOM forward support element, the transfer of logistical faclllitiles to
the incoming unit, and the acquisition of transportation assets to execute the
movement time table for all redeploying units,

(¢) An extensive program to rehabilitete buildings was started to improve
the area to be occupied by the Third Brigade, Due to the shortages of build-
ing materials, the upgrading program required close supervision to insure pro-
per utilization of the limited assets on hand,

(d) The Support Command continued conducting monthly logistical confer-
ences, Thess are opened with remarks by the Support Command Comsander and
include presentations by each Battalion Commander, Division Transportation
Officer, Division Ammunition Officer, Aircraft Maintenance Officer of the units
in the Support Command, who report what their units are doing to better support
the Division, They introduce new developments in the logistical support ares
and discuss ideas on how all units can help themselves, The meeting is followe
by & quastion and answer period which has proved to be very constructive, Alsc
a newsletter is distributad at the monthly logistical meetings, The newslette:
consists of input from each Support Command unit and provides the divisional
units the newest and latest procedures and policies,

(12) (U) The Division Transportation Section continued to coordinate and
schedule the operations of all resupply convoys within the Division Area of
Operations, Command emphasis was placed upon tentralized control of through-
put assets, and in minimizing trailer turn around times, A large degree of
success was achieved as the number of divisional trucks moving between Cu Chi
and forward supply elements at Dau Tieng and Tay Ninh maximized their utilie
gation during the period, The phasing of unit moves in connection with the
relocation of the 3d Brigade was accomplished to maximize use of returning
daily convoy vehicles, This was so efficiently handled that only 5 additional
vehicles above unit and returning convoy vehicles were required to accomplish
the move, ' .

(a) During the past quarter, 736 convoys have bean operated in support
of the base camps located at Cu Chi, Tay Ninh, and Dau Tieng with a total
volume of 18,038 vehicles, The operation of resupply convoys includes estab-
lishing schedules, receiving vehicle requirements, and coordination of
security forces and traffic control, All convoys operating on the Division
FMSR, either tactical unit. move or unit resupply are granted movement clear-
ance by tho Transportation Officer, Highway continues to be the primary mode
of tranportation for the resupply of the Division base camps, Following is
a breakdown of regular resupply convoys operated in the Division areas

1. Cu Chi to Tay Ninhs
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TOTAL$ 184 1,859
, 2. Cu Chi/Lal Khe/Di An to Dau Tieng:i**

May 62 806
June 60 981
July 62 553
TOTALs ‘ 184 2,340

3. Long Binh to Tay Ninhi

May 62 3,237
June 60 3,196
July 62 . &,162
TOTAL:s 184 10,595

4. ng Binh to Dau Tieng:

May 62 — 1,028
June 60 1,011
TOTAL; 184 3,245

** The 25th Division ran convoys to Dau Tieng cduring May and June, Beginning
1 July, the First Division began running convoys to Dau Tieng, The 25th Div-
ision has the responsibility for coordinating and securing the Dau Tieng
Convoy while moving throughk the.Division AO,

(b) The Division Transportation Section has coordinested the requirements
for U.S. Alr Forse airIift for unit movement and resupply in support of oper-
ations, In addition, this section was able to attain a noteable record for
usage of the one C-7A dedicated aircraft., Speoial airlift data ooncerning
USAF support is as follows:

MONTH CARGO (tons) TROOPS
| M 220 12,031
| June 439 18,886
t July 526 26,550
‘ TOTALs 1,185 57,467
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process baggage 0l newly arrived peraonhel, UALE CUNLOLILLG VAT MaTaEaE
baggage sections is as follows:

MONTH; PERSONNEL PROVIDED SERVICE: PIECES WEIGHT
May 790 1,085 89,205
June 785 1,050 79,308
July 663 920 80,410
TOTAL 2,238 3,055 248,923

(13) (U) Division Ammunition Offices

(a) On 1 May 1969, control of the Cu Chi Ammunition Supply Point was
transferred from the 25th Infantry Division to the ist Logistiocal Command,

(b) During the month of June, the 3d Brigade of the Division moved from
1t's base camp at Dau Tieng, and all ammnition was transferred in place to
the 1st "nfantry Divielon,

(¢) The transfer of responsibility for Cu Chi ASP provided more time
for inspection and upgrading of ammunition storage, safety, and serviceabilit
throughout the Division, Considerable improvement has been accomplished in
this area,

(14) (U) The 25th Infantry Division Band performed the following commitr
during this period,

Categorie- and Totals,

Award Ceremonies 12
Change of Command Ceremonies 14
Misc, Ceremonies (Inol other Div, Areas) 9
Serenades (Arr and Dep of Troops) 52
Service Club Coacerts 10
Civic Aotion Concerts 10
Formal Retrsats (full band) 24
Bugler Commitments 103
Miscellaneous Concerts i1
Fire Support Base Concerts 10
Solo Concerts i0
Hospital Concerts 5
Ensemble Cohoerts (small groups) 10
Mess Hall Concerts combo’ 10
Traveling Concerts (A and B band ) 25;
TOTAL COMMITMENTS
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o oo UEER & BUIRLe LooSL, &8 well as personnel resting in stand-down areas
Troop concerts have been maximized by establishing two band teams that can trs.-
vel by 24 ton trucks into areas where troops are concentrated, either at work
or on stand-down, This concept was also recently employed in the Tay Ninh and
Dau Tieng Base Camp Areas., The approach is very well received by the troops
and is worthy of further effort, The mass entertainment capabilities of the
band have been expanded by utilizing the Woodwind Enscmble and the Accordion
Trio in appearances in Saigon at the 25th Infantry Division Combat Art Show
and at the Vietnamese-American Association in May, and at the Saigon Conserva-~
tory of Music in July. The possibility of TV perfcrmances by the Division
Band is being explored, Due to the small size of the AFVN studio in Saigon,
small units of the band will probably be utilized, Tape recordings are beirg
cut featuring all different types and styles of music to be presented on radi.
and also for the use of requesting units for entertainment of their personnel
in the field.

(15) (V) 25th Infantry Division CMMI Team: During the quarter the CMMI
Team inspected 375 vehicles of all sizes, They also inspected 109 generators
in the 25th Infantry Division, These inspections were pa:r: of tne following
types of inspections: '

14 CMMI/AGI Inspections
30 Courtesy Inspections
19 Roadside Inspections
15 Generator Spotcheck Inspections
3 Command Interest Reports Completed

<36} (U) 341st Aviation Detachment (Divisionsl)

{a) The 341st Aviation Detachment (Divisional) has the opera!ional qor-
wrol of Cu Chi Army Airfield,

1. Alr Traffic activity for VFR Tower is summarized below:

ROTARY WING 135, 585

FIXED WING 8

TOTAL FLIGH1S 151,522

2: Mr Traffis actlvity for GCA is summariged balow:

PAR APPROACH 281

ASR APPROACH 3g

O GYRO APPZC (Y 18

VECTOR 85

TOTAL " B19
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762 Minigun 3,657,000 rounds
4.0mm 34,229 rounds
¥Flares 1,286 rounds

(¢) 25th Division Refueling Facility, 341st Awn Det (Div). Fuel dis-
mr.-d ot the Alrcraft Refueling Facility is summarized below:

JP=-4 2,317,830 gallons
AVGAS 56,230 gallons

(17) (U) 25th Medical Battalion,

(a) Throughout the reporting period the 25th Medical Battalion continuel
to provide divisional level medical service to the 25th Infantry Division.
'Q and Companies A and C continued to staff and operate the 60 bed Arthur E,
Lewis Dispensary st Cu Chi Base Camp, Company B supported Dau Tieng Base Cam
rith a 40 bed dispensary until redeploying to Cu Chi Base Camp on 24 June 196
Company D continues to support Tay Ninh Base Camp with & 50 bed dispensary.

(b) &Statisties for the quarter's operations are as followss

1. Medical totalss

Patients treated 15,360
Diseases 13,170
Non-battle injuries 884
JRHA 1,306
Lab Tests 8,846
Immunizations 5,978
Prescription filled 15,925
X-rays 5,497

2o Supply and Services

Line items issued 6,880
MEDCAP line item issued 1,038
Maintenance work orders i01
Work orders completed 96
Work orders awaiting parts 5

Eyeglasses ordered (pairs) 3,585
Bulk pharmacy items issued 6

(¢) The 40th Medical Detachment (KJ), attached to the 25th Medical Batts
lior, provided dental treatment for the Division,
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Civic action 589

2. Preventive Dentistry:

Instruction in oral hygiene 6,047
Prophylaxis of dental hygiene 2,160
Cavity prevention treatments 2,160
Group lectures 124
Persons attending lectures 6,037
Self-applied prophylaxis

treatment 3,887

(d) The 159th Medical Detachment (EA), attached to the 25t Mediael et
{ion provided evacuation to divisional and non-divisional wiits.

1. Total patients 3,773
2. Total missions 1,823

3, Nationality of patients:

U.S, 1,763
ARVN 1,091
VN Civilians 871
VC and NVA L8
4. Medical resupply for blood 2 hours
8+ FMying time 1251 hours
6. Average aviator time 203 hours
7« Alroreft availability 72%
8, Fyble » 72%
9. In maintenance 20%

(18) (U) 25th Supply and Trenport Battalionm,

(a) The 25th Supply and Trancport Battallon continued itk logistiosl eupp..
missions for all units operating within the divisional sresa of operations.

(b) Class X Supply
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Le T8N IQNULITS and vegeilables recelved irom valgon \. . ..s

May 423,510
June 439,421

July }%3.202
TOTAL 1,2368,1

3¢ Ice Creams
Cycle of Issue: Five times per week
Average gallons imported per week: 2,400
Average gallons produced per week (Dau Tieng) 160

4, Ice Issues Average pounds of ice issued daily - 130,000
NOTE: All ice is poteble,

(¢) Class II & IV AND VII

1. Deletions to ASL during quarter: 1,069

2. Total lines on ASL: 2,684

3. ASL Status: MAL JUNE JULY
ASL lines stocked 2,675 2,684 2,684
ASL lines at zero balance 1,322 1,239 1,017
Zero balance with due-out 721 768 9?74
Total requasts received 14,779 18,820 14,661
Total ASL requests filled 8,853 10,572 8,005
Total ASL requests received 12,979 16,720 13,113
Total requests priority 1-10 804 933 678
Total requests 1-10 filled 493 603 552
Total warehouse refusals 20 i

1
Units supported 79 79 82

Percent demand accomodation 87.7 88,8 88,7
Percent demand satisfaction 68,2 63.2 61,0

(d) ¥ajor Accomplishmentss

1. Project COUNT was started on 1 May with Phase I, Location Survey,
teing the first step in the program, The survey served to identify and recc
3930 lines. including 1801 lines which had not been previously noted. On 1
June 1969, Phase II, inventory, was started, The results of this inventory
were very satisfying in that many lines were brought back into the supply
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30 June 1969, Random sampling will continue to maintain high effliclency
in the location system matched with the accounting records,

2, The Forward Support Element (FSE), at Dau Tieng was closed out
during the latter part of June, Equipment looated on site was either
transferred to the ist Division or exchanged for like items, Supplies
and aquipment required by the 25th Division were retrogaded and placed in
ttookage in Cu Chi,

3. The employment of additionel tactiocal foroes to support the 1st
Brigade in the Tay Ninh area necessitated inoreased shipment of barrier
watorials and expendables by this battalion to augment the 277th S&5 Batte-
1ion's support oapability,

4, In acoordance with 1st Log Command Regu” ation 740-5, Project
Orange Ball, the distribution of batteries through the Class I faclility,
was put into operation on 19 July 1969, with issues made twice a week,

5. There was an analysis made of the supply posture of the 25th 3aT
Battalion in comparison with other S&T &nd S&S DSU's, Of 19 such DSU's ana~
lyzed, the 25th S&T Bsttalion was second highest in demand accomodatlion,
demand satisfaotion and ocustomer satisfaotion, Of the five divisicnal S4T
Battalions surveyed, the 25th S&T Battalior was nurmber one in overall per-
furianoe,

{9) POL CLASS IIX

1o Consumption Rates (Gallons) DAILY QUART RLX
Dau Tieng 15,800 947,000
Duc Hoe 8,000 763,000
AVGAS Cu Chi 900 78,950
Dau Tieng 110 6,600
Duo Hoa 300 25,700
MOGAS: Cu Chi 12,100 1,108.88%
Da1 Tieng 2,800 168,000
Duo Hos N/A N/A
DIESEL Cu Chi 26,900 4,471,795
Dau 7ieng 6,400 383,000
Duc Hoa N/A N/A
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Corrective action was taken to eliminate the theft of approximately 300,000
gallons per month by civilian contra¢t delivery. Now all delivery is made by
military transportation from milltary sources.

Propanc gas delivery was increased over previous months due to
arrangements made to go direct to tho refill station at Nha Be., This enables
the Division to truck, refill and return the same day, whereas previously, 1t
meant that empty cylinders were turned in for filled ones at depot. Zero
balance at dopot resulted in an out of stock position within the Division,

In June, the 25th S&T began supporting a refuel facility established
by the Navy at Phu Cuong Bridge to support operations in that aroa along the
Saigon River, However, on the 28th of June, tbis cupport function was
assumed by the 1st Infantry Division,

(f) Servicess

1, Graves Registrationt

US Military processed 182
US Civilians processed 0
Enemy processed 1
Vietnamese processed 110
TOTAL 293

2. Laundry Contract (Bundles)s 23,307
3., QN Bath Sectioms

Total thowers 257,160
Daily average 2,857

4, Duc Hoa Ammunition Expendeds

7, 62mm 888, 500

20.75inch Rockets 6,398

4 Orm 2,950

«50 Caliber 11,700

5, Salvage.

Cu Chi: LoADS MAY JUNE JULY TOTA
S&Pes 112 97 102 AN
Low Boys 0 1 0
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Miles driven:

Total mileage 204,196
Average Mileage per day 2,218

2+ Tonnage Hauled:

Average per day 139
Total Tonnage 12,816

(h) Significant Activities:

1, Removal of FSE from Dau Tieng: Through proper planning, the Company
A FSE incurred no major difficulties in the withdrawal from Dau Tieng and
continued to give full support up to the last day the camp was ocoupied by
25th Division personnel, ‘

2, Spillage of milk and ice cream was causing a sanitation problem in
the Class I yard, A concrete gutter was constructed by PALE and the area 1is
washed down as spillage occurs,

3. The present system of storage of clothing and TA 50 items in conexes
in the Class II & IV yard is inadequate, A large PASCOE building is being
constructed for inside storage of these items on shelves, The conexes will
be used for unit pile pickups,

4, Supplies stored on the ground and outside are in constant danger of
damage and szpoilage dues to water and mud, All supplies have been placed on
dunnage. -

5. Bottle gas was being stored in the mud, causing a problem with depot
accepting the empty cylinders because of the dirt and grime on the bottles.
All bottle gases are now stored on dunnage, A bottle gas building is being
constructed utilizing "self help™, with the floor of the building the same
height off the ground as the bed of & 2F Ton truok, This will keep the bottles
clean and at the same time allow mors rapld dispensing and recseiving of sup-
plies,

.6+ The rearm/refuel facilities at Duc Hoa, operated by the 390th QM
Detachment, have been improved by the augmentation of one.additional 10,000
gallon bladder and by the construction of ammunition storage bunkers, These
improvements have increased the support capability of the rearm/refuel point
by providing a total fuel storage capacity of 54,000 gallons and by provid-
ing better and more protective ammunition storage facilities,.

7y CONFIDENTIAL




the Division 1n 118 oper&atllolls, MOULLAMER MV _ 78 4 -
relocation and rewarehousing of DSU Technical Supplies, Implementation of
the improvement program was accomplished with the following results as of
the end of this reporting pericde

1. Project Count Location Survey.

Total number of lines surveyed - 14,273
Total number of lines in agreement with storage location - 11,421

2., Project Count - Inventory Status.,

Total number of lines inventoried - 24,153
Total number of lines in agreement with storage location - 13,560

3. A sample survey was performed at each D3O Technical Supply,
excluding BQ and Company 4, during the last month of this reporting period,
resulting in the following accomplishmentss

UNIT LOCATIONS CHECKED LOCATIONS CORREGCT PERCENT

Co B 200 200 100%
Co C 200 194 97

Co D 200 182 91%
Co B 200 190 95%
UNTT LINES INVENTORIED LINES CORRECT PERCENT
Co B 200 198 99%
Co C 200 177 88.5%
Co D 200 170 85

Co E 200 184 92%

(b) Project Strip personnel were successful in jdentifying over 10,000
fringe and authorized stockage list (ASL) items in the HQ and Company A
Technical Supply. Fringe and excess ASL items turned in to depot amounted
to approximately 2,000,000 dollars in value

(¢) Radio Set AN/GRC-142 was placed in field operation by Divisional
Units during this reporting period. Although support push packages failed
to arrive, very few logistical problems have been encountered to date,
Turn-in of Radio Sets AN/GRC-46, replaced by Badio Sets AN/GRC-142, was
accomplished without delay.

(d) Maintenance and repair parts support rendered to supported units was
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regarding combat loss of signal equipmen. and maintenance float of signal

equipment,

() The following jobs were completed by the Battalion during the report-

ing perilod:
ITEM

Wheel Vehicles
Tanks and Track
Small Arms
Artillery
Engineer
Generators
Signal

Office Machines
-Airghfe

Other

TOTAL

MAY

303
134
900
65

35
133
2,320
161
242
256
bo 549

JUNE JuLY TOTAL
216 282 801
125 132 391
697 589 2,186

58 62 185
20 29 84
336 105 574

1,868 2,077 6,265
106 93 2360
287 316 845
173 250 699

3,886 3,935 12,350

Low backlog figure for this period of 23 was achieved on 4 July 1969.
This figure represents approximately 1% days work,

(f) The following 1ist of automotive parts has accounted for an
appreciable percentage of this Divisiom’s deadline.

ITEM

Voltage Regulator
Mi51 Transmission
Mi5i Engine

3/4 Ton Water Pump
5 Ton Turbo Charger
i/4 Ton Fuel Pump
IM-705 Axle Shaft

.ot ]

2920-335-4677
25206751808
2805-678-1620
2930-632-4048
2815-999-2275
2910-678-1856
2520-934-1759
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the overall malntenance and contlhnuoud CLLULU DLV Y& o2 =
ments, OH-6A Helicopter Tail/Rotor Assemblies have continued to cause a
loss of O/R times All levels of command are aware of the problem.

H. (C) Revolutionary Development.

(1) The Village Self Development Program has had the effect of considera-
bly tightening the coordination of civie action support offered the GWVN
throughout the TAOI. In an attempt to encourage the proper employment of
their own governmental channels and resources, the Vietnamese people are bein
required to submit all requests for aid in civic action projects through GVN
channels at the village levsl, When such requests are approved at province
level, members of the 2nd Civil Affairs Company II FFORCEV review the need fo
U.S. support and refer the individual projects to the nearest tactical unit
for U.S. support. During the reporting period these restrictions on civie
action support offered by 25th Infantry Division personnel in an overall re-
duction in the number of civic action projects to a level only 40% of that at

the beginning of the quarter.

(2) The MACV Hamlet Evaluation System (HES) remains the principal means
of measuring rrogress of pacification within the TAOI, Currently the overall
U.S. category ratings for the TAOI (TAOI 25 July 1969) ares

HAMLET CATEGORY POPULATION PERCENT
A 0 0 00,00
B 88 267,332 49,80
c 132 222,278 41,40
D 32 34,025 06,38
E 8 2,520 00,47
v 16 10,477 01.95
ABANDONED 8 0 00,00
TOTAL 25 535,632 100,00

The above ratings imply that in terms of overall HES security and developmen
ratings 91,2 per cent of the population of the TAOT of 25 July 1969, is with
in GVN security and administration while less than 2 per cent is under ve
control, The remainder is contested in its loyaltles with the GVN gaining

the advantage,

(3) Phase I of the 1969 Pacifica*ion and Development Program drew to a
close on 30 June 1969, Of the 73 targeted hamlets which were recorded in tb
former Feporting period, the following progress was made in terms of HES
security ratingss
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v 19 7
ABANDONED 9 3
DELETED/REPORT 0 i
TOTAL 73 73

(#) Phase II of the 1969 Pacification Plan has been designated the 1969
Accelerated Pacification Campaign during the period 1 July 1969 through 31
October 1969, It is intended that the goals orginally scheduled for comple-
tion by the end of the calendar year 1929 may be reached by 31 October 1969,
There are currently 52 hamlets targeted in the TAOI nf 25 June 1969 and their
current ratings in terms of HES security fastors ares

.
‘‘‘‘

LRERy SRR ..

"HAMLET SECURITY CATEGORY NUMEER OF HAMLETS
c 3
o4
B jg‘
H 4
ABANDONED 4
TOTAL 52

The goals of the Facification and Development Program remain unchanged with
the emphasis upon bringing 90% of the population within GVN security, OCur-
rently the status of the population is 86% secure, 11$ aontested and 3% VC

controlled,

Y. (C) Civie Action,

(1] The change in coordination of civic action operations due to the

restrictions introduced with the Village Self Development Program has been
noted above and the effect of these restrictions and the attempt to pressure

the GVN into employing the channels and resources available within its own
Jystem have been stated previously, (L. B. (1), .

(2] MEDCAPS have continued during this reporting period with a total of
685 MEDCAPS conducted during the quarter and 54,365 patients treated. This
represents somswhat of & reduced numbsr of MEDCAPS comparsd with last quarter's
figures of 723 MEDCAPS gonducted and 56,389 patients treated, The reduction
of MEDCAPS is interpreted as being a direct result of increased ARVN and RF/PF
MEDCAPS. There has also been a significant increase in the participation of
Vietnamese personnel on U.S, MEDCAPS.

(3) In conjunctiom with the medical civic action operations normally con-
ducted, a special course of instruction for RF/PF medics was coordinated
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(4) From 4-6 June 1969, a large cordon and S@A&rcH ObF~%e— " el o
in An Tinh Village (XT510160) Trang Bang District employing elements of Comp
A, 2-27th Infantry, 4=49th ARVN Infantry, 493rd, 159th and 118th RF companie
5000 persons were gathered together, fed, entertained ond given gifts while
the operation progressede. 50,000 $¥X and several thousand pounds of capture
rice were allocated to the operation through this office. The operation was
considered a military and political success and HES ratings for the hamlets
of An Tinh Village have risen from VC to contested ratings during this quar-
ter, At the current rate of progress the hamlets of An Tinh should attain a
secure status in the coming quarter.

(5) As previously stated, construction civic action projects were much
reduced during the quarter with 40 kilometers of road constructed or repaire
five bridges completed; 185 dwellings, 8 churches, 6 dispensaries, 2 marke
places and 42 schools completec,

(6) Distributions were made to Vietnamese civilians in the followin
categories and quantities from 1 May 1969 to 31 July 19692 101,000 boarwu
fest of lumber were distributed throughout the TAOL along with 610 sheets
or “in, 41,000 pounds of cement and 98,500 pounds of food,

(7) Civic Action Imprest Fund expenditures totaled 901,453 §VN for the
quarter,

J. (C) Psychological Operations (PSYOP ).,

(1) PSYOP activities were in support of operations conducted in Tay M
and Hau Nghia Provinces and Phu Hoa District of Binh Duong Province.

(2) A total of 120,951,353 leaflets were disseminated in the Divisiom
TAOY, This is an increase of 26,699,600 leaflets over the last reporting
period, Thirty leaflets were developed and printed by ACofS, G5, while 26
leaflets were developed and produced by the 6th PSYOP Battalion for the
Divisiorm,

(3) During the reporting period, 864 hours of air and ground loudspeal
broadcasts were conducted. This represents a 124 hour increase over the l:
reporting period.

(4) A total of 607 Hoi Chanh rallied to the GVN in the 25ih Infantry
Division®s TAOI, an increase of 312 Hoi Chanh for the previous quarters Th
increase in the number of Hoi Chanh is in direct proportion to the number
of contacts and the initiation of a PSYOP campaign, "Operation Exploit. ®
on 12 June 1969, The campaign targeted specific enemy units operating in
the Division TAOL,
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(1) (U) ITEM: Casualty Accounting,

(a) OBSERVATION: The accounting system for maintaining and report-
ing operational casualty statisties for the Divislon required expansion and
improvement in close coordination with higher headquarters to assure that
consistently accurate data is available on a daily basis at each level of
command.,

(b) EVALUATION: Statistics used to determine the Division's monthly
body count ratio did not clearly differentlate between Divisional and OPCON
unit casualties, A system was initiated to maintain casualty accounting si-
multaneously in three distinct categories, Divisional casualty data is now
recorded separately and verified to correspond with casualty feeder reports
submitted by organic subordinate units, OPCON unit casualtles are also re-
corded separately for the period such units are under Divisional control.

The third category, a total of the first two, represents by day, month and
vear, all operational casualties charged to the Division. Maintained daily,
this system has provided readily accessible information concerning all types
of casualty accounting and validates casualty reports submitted by the Divi-
sion, The resulting format has been adapted for standard use within I1 Field
Force Vietnam,

{c) RECOMMENDATION: This system be considered for USARV wide adop-
tions (See sample format following this page)

B. OPERATIONS.
(1) (U) ITEM: Bunker Line Improvement.

(a) OBSERVATION: Maintenance and improvement off defensive sectors
of base camps often does not exceed or meet the rate of deterioration,

(b) EVALUATION: Many units detail .a noncommissioned officer on a
daily roster basis to perform as the bunkerline NCOIC, This system does not -
provide the continuity required for maintenance of warning devices, obstacles,-
sandbags, ammunition, and general police of the area. The appointment of a
permanent bunkerline NCOIC, such as an individual with a medical profile,
provides the unit with constant supervision over the activities on the bunker-
line, The appearance of the area, condition of equipment, ammunition storage,
and implementation of policy changes can be continuously improved.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That this system be considered by any unit with
a permanent sector defense responsibility, '
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ness of the otarlight ocope 1TVo-4 1s limited,

(b) EVALUATION: During the dry season, when there is very little
c¢loud coverage and available moonlight or starlight is normally readily ava]
able, the TVS=l Starlight Scope is extremely effective in detecting enemy
movement, However, with the onset of the rainy season the amount of natural
light available is often restricted to the point where an alternate source «
light, to activate the starlight scope is required, The solution has been t«
use preplanned artillery flares on an on-call basis from supported units.
When this illumination is called for a distance of five (5) to eight (8) kil
meters fram the area of search, sufficient 1light is absorbed by the starligl
scope for effective employment. An additional advanbage to this method is
that the enemy is deceived as to the true purpose of the illumination,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That all units employing "Night Hawk" missions
congider the use of artificial illumination as described during periods of
limited available natural light,

(3) (U) ITEM: Wet Radios in OH-6A (Light Observation Helicopter),

(a) OBSERVATION: The radios in the OH=6A (LOH) are positioned in
‘such a manner that if the aircraft is on the ground during a rain stom
"there is a high probability of the radios becoming wet. It has been found
that should the radios becaome wet; it is almost impossible to receive or
transmit,

(b) EVALUATION: When the aircraft is to remain on the ground for
an extended period of time and rain is forecast, the installation of the
front doors would preclude any rain from wetting the radio compartments thus
insuring immediate operation ¢f all radios on the next flight mission,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That all aviation units with assigned OH-8A (I
aircraft consider using this practical means of preventing water damage to t
aircraft radios,

(L) (U) ITEM: Airlift of D=5 Bulldozer.

(a) OBSERVATION: CH-5l pilots have a tendency to release the D-5
dozer before it is properly lined up and prepared for drop.

(b) EVALUATION: If an airmobile dozer is not properly lined up anc
dropped onto the timber runners prepared at the dropsite, reassembly is ex-
tremely difficult,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That it be standard procedure when airlifting
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(5) (U) ITEM: Airlift of D-5 Bulldozer.

(a) OBSERVATION: Requirements for disassembly of D-5 dozer prior
to airlift are not standardized.

(b) EVALUATION: On numerous occasions CH-5l pilots will pick up
and ajrlift D-5 bulldozers with only the blade and the tracks removed. On
the occasions when this has occured, pilots have indicated a steady sling
load straln gauge measurement of 17,000 pounds. On several other occasions
the CH.SL pilots have refused to 1ift out the D-5 until all removeable items
such as pans, hydraulic arms, grills, towing printle frame and fluid from
the tanks had been removed, These different disassembly requirements have
teen observed when distance to drop and refuel point have been equal and the
density altitude has been equal. 4 unit can be sure the CH-5§ will pick the
dozer up if the complete disassembly is performed, however the reassembly
time is increased by 1008, This increase in time reduces the probability
that the dozer will complete its mission within the prescribed time,

(¢c) RECQMENDATION: That standardized D-S disassembly procedures
be formulated, ‘

(6) (U) ITEM: Construction of Fire Support Bases In Areas Formerly
Occupied By ARVN Hr ~dspots,

(a) OBSERVATION: The areas around ARVN hardspots are normally
heavily mined with anti-personnel mines and attempts to place U,S. sized
fire support bases in the exact location has proven to be extremely costly
in terms of the magnitude of the effort required to clear the minefields.

(b) EVALUATION: In most instances U.S. forces moving into an ARVN
hardspot will require considerably more real estate than is usually avail-
able in an ARVN hardspot. To move into the area requires clearing the mine-
field which is usvally around ARVN facilities of this type. The time, equip
rent and effort involved in an operation of this type appears to offset most
of the advantages to be gained,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That removal of ARVN minefields to place a
U,S, facility in the same location to be held to an absolute minimum,

(7) (U) ITEM: Fire Support Base Access Road Desien,

(a) OBSERVATION: Access and interior roads for Fire Support Bases
with mechanized elements are difficult to maintain,
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\C/ LAAVARLNUALILUNG: ALl acce35 and interlor roads belng constructed
for fire support bases be at a tangent to the berm, This will reduce the
natural steer by track vehicles and will reduce the amount of maintenance re-
quired for their upkeep,

(8) (U) ITEM: Land Clearing Operations.

(a) OBSERVATION: Clearing of hedgerows and other light vegetation
can be accomplished quite effectively by use of a heavy Navy anchor chain
towed by two D7E bulldozers,

(b) EVALUATION: During the initial clearing operations with the
anchor chain, M48 tanks were used as prime movers. This placed an excess-
ive strain on the tank transmissions. Dozers were subsequently used with
excellent results.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That light land clearing by the use of this
mothod be considered whenever trafficability of the cut area permits,

(9) (U) ITEM: Operator Protection For Land Clearing Operations,

(a) OBSERVATION: Numerous bulldozers have been damaged or destroyed
in land clearing operations. In the majority of cases, the bulldozers suffer
extensive damage; however, the operators are seldam seriously injured, Ear
damage as a result of the noise has been the most predeominate injury.

(b) EVALUATION: The mass of the bulldozer protects the operator
from the violence of the explosion and the noise is the major cause of opera-

tor injury.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That all bulldozer operators involved in land
clearing operations be required to wear earplugs as ear protection,

(10) (U) ITEM: Maintenance of Roads and Fire Support Bases During The
Rainy Season,

. (a) OBSERVATION: Many of the secondary roads in the 3rd Brigade,
25th Infantry Division, AO were sufficient for the traffic they were re-
quired to bear during the dry season but, with the advent of significant
rainfall, they rapidly deteriorated, developing ruts and soft spots.

(b) EVALUATION: A cursory examination revealed that in most cases
the deterioration was attributable to hasty repair at an earlier date em-
ploying inferior material,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Whenever possible, good laterite or even rock
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life and greater stability of the roads so repaircd.
(11) (V) ITEM: Helipad Construction.

(a' OBSERVATION: The use of rubber membrane for helicopter landing
pads leads to continual maintenace problems,

(vt EVALUATION: Tic construction of small helipads at fire support
bases has often involved extensive ground preparations as a prerequisite for
the emplacement of rubber membranc. The membrane deteriorates rapidly unde:
normal usage and once ripped presents continued insteciion and patching prot
lems and a hazard to Army aviation.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That MGBALl matting be employed in all further
helipad construction. It requires little site preparation, minimal main-
tenance and is reusable.

(12) (U) ITEM: Drainage Of Extremely Level Fire Support Bases.

(a) OBSERVATION: It is extremely difficult to provide proper drai
age facilities for fire support bases which are located in very level areas

(v, EVALUATION: Level areas provide no differential elevation fro
which water can drain. Without this runoff, standing water results, Vehic
and personnel turn those areas into muddy quagmires. To insure proper traf
ficability, it is imperative that the water be removed fram the interior of
the fire support base as quickly as possible. Tt has been found that if a
dozer prepares a large deep slit trench outside of the fire support base be
water can be drained into this sump. The water is then forced back into th
water table. The effectiveness of this procedure for disposing of runoff
decreases as the water table rises and the soil becomes saturated due to tk
monscon season. The effectiveness of this procedure is also dependent upor
the permeability of the soil in the particular area.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That the above method be considered as an ef-
fective means of draining water from level fire support bases,

(13) (U) ITEM: Land Clearing With Divisional Engineer Battalion Bull.
Dogzer Assets,

(a) OBSERVATION: The nommal employment of the land clearing camp
i.,e. in mass, is highly effective. However, in same cases where clearing
being done near populated areas, the full impact of this massive clearing
capability can create an impression upon the local populace of a vulgar im
position upon their traditional property rights., This unfavorable impress
can be alleviated by use of small land clearing exercises conducted with
divisional engineer battalion assets.
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provide & psychological mood LURL GO By e it alian
.Cloaring in this manner, however, with dosers orgamic to the engineer battsliom
severely detracts from the sapabllity to provide adequate combat engineer sup-

pol‘t.

| (o) BRECOMMENDATIONs That the divisional engineer battalion be equipped
with six (6) DK dosers complate with Kome Plow kits to accomplish the clesring
requirements described above.

(14Y (U} ITEM: Self Help: On Fire Sgpport Base Drainage Problems.

(a) OBSERVATIONs The drainage problems at fire suppori bases can
be lessened considerably if tenent units apply self help toward this end,

(o) EVALUATION: In order to accomplish the above, units must prepare
small runoff trenches from low areas so that dralnage will occur. A good
quality £ill ‘can then be provided in small quantities withi organic vehlcles.
The fill must be compacted with vehicles., This compaction will preclude
quegmires, I¥ drainage cannot be accomplished with trenches, small centrifu-
gal pumps can be used to move the standing water outside of the fire support
base, Tenent units must have proper driver discipline to preclude culvert
ends from being crushed and to preclude vehicles from driving in drainage
ditches, -

(o) BRECOMMENDATION: That tenant units in fire support bases apply
self help to the maxipum extent possible to assist in alleviating their drain-
age problems. '

(15) (U) ITEM: Bunker Constructlome

(a) OBSERVATION: Bunkers constructed by non-engineer units are
quite oftem: structurally unsound and constitute & safety hasard.

(b} EVALUATIONa In order to insure adequate bunkers im: the Rivision:
AT, constructing units must adhere to sound construction procedures which
have been publisted by the Division Engineer, Technical assistanse will be
provided by the supporting engineer elements. This guidance must be followed.

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONs That continued emphasis be placed on sound bun-
ker construction procedures and that supporting engineer elements continuve
detailed technical insrectlons to insure proper construction procedures are.
being followed, o

(16) (U) ITEM: PSYOP Exploitatior of Base Camp Employees.

(a) OBSERVATION: During the reporting period, PSYOPS wore aondudted
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(b) EVALUATION: It was discovered that the music or the tape was
quite dated, The average base camp employee is exposed to cui.'ent news and
music via radic and sometimes television. It was discovered in the course
of playing the prepared JUSPAO tapes that there was an adverse reaction to
this on the part of the base camp employees., The overwhelming majority of
the workers questioned indicated that they would rather hear current pop-
ular Vietnamese music rather than old songs and GVN propaganda, New tapes
with popular music were purchased and the base camp employees were immed-
iately receptive to this, :

(c) RECOMMENDATION: When trying to reach a target audience through
various PSYOP media, the product should be thoroughly pretested to insure tha
the message, whether it is music, news or information, is effective,

(17) (C) ITEM: Leaflets Disseminated By Artillery.

(a) OBSERVATION: Tests conducted utilizing the 105mm M8l leaflet
round show high malfunction rates. Only one round of ten functioned prop-
erly, Three rounds failed to fire and six failed to detonate.

(b) EVALUATION: The leaflet round of amunition IS extremelyold, .
New type fuzes are not interchangable with tue fuzes on the leaflet rounds,

(c) RECQMMENDATION: Further testing is required wtilizing different
lots of ammunition, _ ‘

(18) (@) ITEM: Air Scout Teams.

(a) OBSERVATIN: Air scout teams are currently targeted and directec
by the S~2 Section at brigade. Teams are targeted over several suspected are:
during a mission to insure the broadest utilization of air time.

(b) EVALUATIN: This concept maximizes the target acquisition capac-
ity of the air scout team., It does not provide effective controls for the
ground cosmander over the air scout team when it is operational in his area,
The team, because of its multiple targeting often transits several areas of
operation during each mission.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That the scout teams continue to be targeted
by the brigade 5-2 but each must be thoroughly briefed on all ground ele-
ments operating in its reconnaissance zone. During the reconnaissance, the
team must contact each element by radio as it enters a new area. Radio con-
tact is established to insure that the team possesses the latest friendly and
enemy information and to establish a channel for clearance for fires. Troop
safety thus is enhanced and more rapid response to sightings is assured,
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their M-16 rifles when 1in contact.

(b) EVALUATION: The LAW is a highly effective weapon and its use
should not be overlooked. The problems of employment can be solved if one
rifleman per squad 1is permanently designated to employ LAWS when the unit
is in contact with the enemy. This method not only insures that the M-72
1AW will be employed as early in the contact as possible but also facilitates
control of the weapon by the unit leader.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That one rifleman per rifle squad be designated
specifically to employ the M-72 LAW,

(20) (@) ITEM: Combined Operations.

(a) OBSERVATION: During combined operations, command relationship
problems hinder and confuse the situatlon due to the lack of clear-cut cam-
mand channels or dual command channels.

(b) EVALUATION: When U.S, and ARVN elements conduct combined opera-
tions, the lack of a definitely stated command group hinders the operations.
Reaction and control responsiveness for the entire comiaand is hampered., With
one single command group, all force commanders are able o operate more ef-
fectively.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That a clearly established command group in-
cluding both U,S, and Vietnamese elements be employed to control each opera-
tion. The commander of the largest element of the operation should be des-
ignated to control the operation.

(21) (€) ITEM: Kit Carson Scouts.

(a) OBSERVATION: The Kit Carson scout has proved to be an invalu-
able asset. His ability to search the terrain for informatlion concerning
mines and booby traps and his ability to gain information fram the local
population have assisted greatly in daily operations.

(b) EVALUATION: More Kit Carson scouts should be assigned to each

platoon.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That at least two Kit Carson scouts be assigned
to each platoon.

(22) (C) ITEM: Ambush Missions.

(a) OBSERVATION: Personnel on ambush missions have been engaging
the enemy before the enemy is within the "kill zone."
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(c) RECOMMENDATION: All personnel, especially newly-arrived replace
ments, must be trained not to engage until the enemy is well within the "kill
zone." Authority to engage should not be delegated below the level of squad
leader & d under ideal circumstances, should be retained by the ambush leader

(23) (C) ITEM: Command Armored Personnel Carriers,

(a) OBSERVATION: When a mechanized unit is in contact with the
enemy, the enemy concentrates his fire on the command vehicles.

(b) EVALUATION: The command APC's are easily identified by their
antennas and location in the formation making them a prime target.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That command APC's tie down their antennas and
vary their location in the formation, It has been determined that with the
antennas tied down the units are still able to communicate wlth their ele-
ments,

(24) (C) ITEM: Continued Combined: Operations,

(a) OBSERVATION: The combat efficiency of ARVN and RF/PF has
greatly increased through continued emphasis on combined operations,

(b) EVALUATION: ARVN and RF/PF can be utilized to good advantage
in reconnaissance and airmobile operations to increase operational area
coverage. Utilization of these forces results in an economy of U.,S, forces
without the resultant loss of aggressiveness and coverage in an operational
area,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That continued emphasis be placed on cambined
operations as both an operational and training consideration,

(25) (C) ITEM: Execution Of An Intelligence Orientated Raid.

(a) OBSERVATION: A comprehensive plan of maneuver and fire support
must be implemented in order to insure a reasonable chance of success when
exploiting intelligence, Surprise must be considered.

(b) EVALUATION: A hastily executed reaction to intelligence in-
formation often produces little, if any, results, In addition, reaction
which achieves little gain discredits intelligence oriented operations, com-
pramises potential sources of further information, and squanders combat as-
sets more profitably employed in other areas against other targets,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That operations reacting to intelligence
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ing battalion were altered to hit the enemy where and when he least expected,
Detailed planning was evident throughout the operation, Close coordination
between the maneuver commander and his various fire support agencies produced
overwhelming effective firepower at the critical area at the critical time,
The plan was followed exactly, especially during the crucial, initial five
minutes when the gunships and artillery fires achieved the initial surprise
and destruction and the infantry troops gained entry into the objective area,
Once the troops were on the ground, the commander was able to direct the
massive fires available to him to destroy the maximum number of enemy. His
maneuver elements were directed to areas to exploit this firepower to the
maximm, The maneuver elements were able to stay on the ground for an ex-
tended period of time to gain maximum advantage of the enemy in confusion

and the supporting fires. The flexibility of the airmobile concept enabled
the troops to be extracted at any time, Command and control was near perfect
throughout the operation, Operating fram the C&C ship, the commander was
able to adequately control his maneuver elements and all supporting aircraft,
Sitting next to him the artillery LNO delivered decisive firepower at the time
and place desired, The commander of the assault helicopter company flying
the C&C ship was able to pass essential information, such as target description,
artillery air data, and holding patterns to other supporting aircraft on UHF
rather than clogging the battalion FM command net with this traffic, Only
fire commands wers necessary on the coumand net, The entire operation was

a model of cambat efficiency and effectiveness - a goal constantly sought
but, seldom achieved,

(26) (C) ITEM: Targeting and Destruction of Small Groups of Enemy,

(a) OBSERVATICN: Recently, the enemy has begun to operate in many
small groups.

(b) EVALUATION: Continuous sweep operations by friendly forces
have forced the enemy to disperse his main force units to avoid annihil-
ation. This presents an outstanding opportunity to isolate these groups,
target against them, and destroy them with massive firepower,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That once small groups of enemy are known
to be in an area, they should be fixed by ground forces and destroyed by
firepower, Close coordination bsiwsen all available intelligence sources
and the operations section is essential to the success of the mission,

(27) (C) ITEM: Rapid Reaction To Intelligence.

(a) OBSERVATION: Much of our current intelligence has little or
limited value unless appropriate immediate reaction is implemented,

(b) EVALUATION: Information from Hoi Chanh's, PW's, agents and
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not remaln static once he has been compromlsed,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That all critical information must be immed-
iately available to the operations sections, Without this information, it
becomes difficult if not impossible to provide an effective reantion to' efiki
ploit the information or intelligence. Constant emphasis must be placed on
accurate reporting and sharing of intelligence &t all levels,

(28) (C) ITEMs Upgrading Vietnamese Forces.

(a) OBSERVATION: Combined operations are an effective means of
upgrading Vietnamese forces,

(b) EVALUATION: Combined operations, when coordinated properly
will lead to Vietnamese recommendations as to targets and planning, and to
an increase in independent Vietnamese operationse,

(¢) RECOMMENDATICN: That whenever possible, combined operations
stress active Vietnamese participation, For example, Vietnamese commanders
and staff should ride side by side with U,S, counterparts when conduoting
airmobile operations,

(29) (C) ITEMs Reduction Of Booby Trap Casualties:

(a) OBSERVATION: The enemy is extremely proficient in the employ-
ment and camouflage of booby traps,

(b) EVALUATION: The enemy habitually employs mines and boooy traps
in areas that friendly forces normally pass through or use as night defensiw
positions, and surrounding those areas he intends to utilise himself as cach
sites or base camp areas. All of these devices are expertly rigged and camo
flaged,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: When on the move, units should stay in areas
covered with heavy grass and should heed areas in whioch grass appears a
different color from swrrounding areas; these areas normally contain mines
or booby traps, Any item encountered cutside a friendly perimeter should be
considered booby trapped and treated as such, Troope must be made awave
that junctions of paddy dikes and old APO and tank tracke are usually mined,
Kit Carson scouts are an excellent means of gathering intelligence from the
local populace concerning booby traps, Oonstant emphasis on the subjeot
combined with the buddy system of having one experienced seldier work with
a now man is an effective means of reducing friendly casualsies, In additio:
liberal reconnaissance by fire with M=79's and in scme cases by M-72 LAW's
is an effective method of defoliating thiock hedgerows and detonadting or ex=
posing hidden =ines and booby traps,
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kers and tunnel systems to defend the area and move irom one positlon To an~
other,

(b) EVALUATION: In built up areas, a large majority of the houses
contain extremely well-built bunkers and are connected by tunnels, The enemy
often fires on friendly forces from one area, and once his location is pin-
pointed, will rapidly move to another point in the village to fire on the
flanks or the rear of friendly forces.

(c) RECCMMENDATION: When fighting in built up areas, maximum use
should be made of medium and heavy artillery with delayed action fuzes, Air
strikes with 750 pound delay fuzed bombs should be requested., Troops search-
ing the area must move slowly and search several buildings concurrently.
Flame throwers are extremely useful in clearing bunkers, but because of the
weight factor, should be retained in the rear and sent forward as requested,

(31) (U) ITEM: The Frequency of Road Mining Incidents On Unimproved
Roads,

(a) OBSERVATION: It has been observed that the frequency of mining
incidents is inversely proportional to the quality of the road surface,

(b) EVALUATION: TL 6A was recently upgraded with rock and laterite
£111 and then capped with a peneprime coating, The decrease in mining activity
was immediately evident. TL 7A, which received only periodic grading, was
mined seventeen (17) times during the month of June despite increased emphasis
on countermining activities,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That efforts be made to continuously upgrade
secondary roads to fire support bases and other facilities in an effort to
reduce road mining incidents,

C. TRAINING.
(1) (U) ITEM: Replacement Training.

(a) OBSERVATION: In spite of the excellent school system for re-
placements, there exists a nced for further orientation of replacements up-
on their arrival in the unit.

(b) EVALUATION: Newly arrived personnel must be made aware of what
is expected of them during operations. They must be continually advised and
supervised until they can be expected to carry out their duties with a mini-
mum of supervision. In addition to interviews and briefings by platoon and
squad leaders, replacements should be assigned a "buddy", i.e. a combat ex-
perienced squad member who will guide the replacement until he is able to
function without his "buddy'!'s" assistance.,
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(a) OBSERVATION; There has been an increase in booby trap casualtie:
during the past 90 days,

() EVALUATION; Investigation reveals an increase in. the enemy's
employment of booby traps within the TAOR, In at least one instance several
casualties resulted by a new man not giving warning to others when he had
tripped a wire and ®"froze"™, Other similar incidents were caused by,
experienced personnel.,.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That increased emphasis be placed at unit level
on booby trap detection and immediate action to be taken should one be
tripped, In addition, continued emphasis be placed on adequate dispersion of
individuals while on operations in the field,

(3) (C) ITEMi Maintenance of a High Level of Individual Training,

(a) OBSERVATION: Turnover in troop strength is so rapid that many
basic fundamentals are not stressed,

. () EVALUATION: As a result, the combat effectiveness of the unit
is reduced, )

(c) RECOMMENDATION:; The Division's cavalry squadron has alleviated
this problem by using stand downs for informal instruction in basie funda-
mentals such as headspace and timing, fields of fire, construction of effec-
tive foxholes,

(4) (U) ITEM: Training of Generator Operators,

(a) OBSERVATION; Replacement personnel, regardless of rank, are
arriving at Division units completely unfamiliar with maintenance and oper-
ational procedures for power generating equipment. This lack of prior
training, coupled with the extreme operating conditions that exist here in
Vietnam, has been the cause of ninety percent of all generator failures
within the Division,

(b} EVALUATION: There &re numerous generators in operation through-
out this Divisiom, in various sizes and manufactured by a miltitude of companie
No matter what size, or the manufacturer, the principles of operation and the
preventive maintenance services are very similar on all generators, Ths
has designed their generators to operate under extreme conditions and they will
providing they are maintained daily by trained, competent ope.ators,

(c) RECOMMENBATION: The 725th Maintenance Battalion has developed and
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genoravor ialliure but adaitlional command emphasls &L unlt level must De placed
on operator training, maintenance programs and supervision. In additionm,
commanders must ensure that only qualified personnel, properly licensed, are
operating generators, The additional command emphasis on this problem will

ensure that the units attain the maximum operational life from their generators.

(5) (U) ITEMs Night Firing..

- {a) OBSERVATION: Inexperienced personnel have a tendency to fire high
during the hours of darkness,

(b) EVALUATION: Experience has shown that programmed practice night
firing at 55 gallon drums increases accuracy and confidence in engaging targets
during the hours of darkness,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That & continuous night firing training program
is necessary to maintain the required le rel of proficiency.

(6) (U} TTEM: Training in the Transportation of Volatile Fuels.

(a) OBSERVATION: The requirement to transport volatile fuel necessi-
tates additional training of driver personnel in the handling of this commodity.

(b) EVALUATION: The high volatility of fuels transported by the
Supply and Transportation Battalion, especially JP4, continues to present a
safety problem to the tanker operator, By TOE and MOS the tanker operator 1is
only a heavy vehicle operator; however, he is required to handle the loading
and discharging of his tanker in addition to the operation of its equipment,

-+ To insure the highest state of safety exists in this area, extensive training

has been initiated by qualified petroleum personnel on a continuing basis.
This training provides, in additien to the Vehicle Operator's Permit, Standard
Form 46, qualifying training on the tankers' pumping system, and terminates
with the issuance of a Fuel Handler's Permit,

(c) RECOMMENDATIONs That all tanker or fuel dispenser operators be
required to attend similar training and that consideration be given to submitting
a. recommendation to Department of the Army to provide this training for all heavy
truck operators destined for RVN duty.

(7Y (U) ITEM: Training for Forklift Operators.
(a) OBSERVATION: Additional OJT is required for forklift operators.
(b) EVALUATION: Personnel arriving in RVN as qualified forklift opsr-
ators (MOS 76V20) are found to be lacking sufficient training applicable to a

tactical situation, In order to effectively utilize these personnel, it is
necessary to provide them with approximately two weeks of supervised OJT to inswe
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2 JEETTEEESE LU operatlons 1n a tactical environment,

De INTELLIGENCE
(1) (¢)Y ITEM, Order of Battle Handbooks,

(a) OBSERVATION, 's at both brigade and battalion level needed
readily available listing of enemy codes, letter box numbers (LBN's), and
infiltration group nmumbers which could be used for field exploitation of do

(b) EVALUATION, In response to the above requirement, the Order o
Battle Section,. 25th Military Intelligence Detachment, compiled a listing o:
enemy codes, letter box numbers, and infiltration group numbers from organic
files and published these listings in the form of three handbooks, . The hand-
books were designed so that they could easily be carried to the field in the
pockets of the standard Jungle fatigues, This portable data base provided

S2's with a capability of conducting immediate field exploitation of docu~
ments,.

_ (c) RECOMMENDATTON; That this procedure be made a practice in othe
divisions, :

(2y (c) rrEm, Duffel Bag Targeting Procedures..

(a) OBSERVATION, Camouflaged seismic, magnetic, acoustic end infra;
Sensors continue to be employed in the 25th Infantry Division TAOR to detect
activity along énemy routes of infiltration and lines of communications,
Sensors were used for offensive, defensive, and intelligence missions during
the period 1 May to 31 July 1969,

stations. Confirmation of enemy activity ang results were obtained through t

‘use of ground forces or aerial reconnaissance, It is reasonably certain from

blood trails and graves in the vicinity of sensor locations, and destroyed eq
ment, that Duffel Bag devices contributed significantly to the preemption of

enemy's movements in the Division TAOI.. Sensor activations have directly res
ed in increased attrition of enemy foreces and material, at the same time acti
in an economy of force role,

(¢). RECOMMENDATION, Operations using Duffel Bag devices should be
increased, and the devices should be made an item of issue to Division units,
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was attached to each sensor which produced desired marking ol the area wherxe
ihe sensor impacted, A hand-h~1ld camera was used to take a photo of the CO
cloud where the sensor impacted ind then the photo was compared to a mosaic
o1 the same area, A CJ grenade was used because of its long burning fuse
eloment bursting the cannister at ground level when dropped from 1500 feet,
artiliery was adjusted into the area after implantation to mask the sensor
mission and deceive any enemy who may have observed the CS cloud marking the
sensor location, '

(b) EVALUATION: This method has proven very effective and extremely
accurate, Comparison of hand held photographs with a photo mosaic of the same
are has provided UTM coordincte readout accurate to the nearest 10 meters,

(c) RECOMMENDATION; That CS grenades be attached to air delivered
sensors to provide markiug of semsor locatlons and that hand-hold photos be
ta'.en of CS clouds and be compared against photo mosaics of the same areca to
provide accurate sensor location readouts,

(4) (C) ITEMs Sensor Operations to Reduce Mine Incidents,

(a) OBSERVATION: Sections of maln supply routes showing a high mine
ineident rate are seeded with sensors to reduce cnemy mining activity,

(b) EVALUATION: Six sensor devices were employed 1in the vicinity of
Convoy Check Foint 36 (XT3472) to reduce mining activity, Durlng the 30 day
yaried prior to Duffel Bag employment, Division elements recorded i1 mining
incidents near Check Point 36, During the month following Duffel Bag employ-
ment, only three undetected mining incidents occurred, and during the second
wonth no undetected incidents occurred.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That Duffel Bag sensors continue to be used in
anti-mine roles along main supply routes to discourage enemy mining operations,

(5) (C) ITEM: Red Haze Imagery.

(a) OBSERVATION: It is imperative that targets from Red Haze Imagery
be disseminated to subordinate units as rapidly as possible to insure timely

combat response, Imagery from the Ground Sensor Terminal (GST) must be
processed while the mission 1s in progress,

o (b) EVALUATION: Imagery is removed from the GST as target areas are
completed, It is processed and interpreted while the aircraft is flying sub-

saquant iarget areas, This innovation permits iissemination of targets within
1orty-five minutes of target area completion as compared to three tc four hours
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E, LOGISTICS,

(1) (U) ITEMs M551 Sheridan Vehicle,

(a) OBSERVATION: During the reporting period, a drive sprocket probll
was identified. 7The sprocket life is not predictable, One set of sprockets wa
worn beyond wear limits with only 160 miles while other sprockets remained
serviceable with over 2,000 miles of use,

(b) EVALUATION: The drive sprocket problem indicates a lack of quali
control by the manufacturer, The sprockets must be case hardened and guality
control measures instituted to insure a quality product,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That drive sprockets be replaced with a wider,
stronger sprocket to insure extended 1life, That quality control measures be
taken to insure sprocket 1life that can be forscasted with a reasonable degree
of accuracy,

(2) (V) ITEM: XM706 Commando Car,

(a) OBSERVATION: During the reporting period a high deadline rate w:
experienced, This was due to a lack of repair parts in the supply systen, At
the end of the period six (6) of the ten (10) vehicles were dead)ined for part:
The greatest contributor to the high deadline rate was the non-availability of
axle shafts,

" (b) EVALUATION: The rear axle should bs modified to eliminate the
positive traction, The rear axle locks when turning and breaks the axle shaft,

{c) RECOMMENDATION: That repair parts for the Commando Car be mado
available through supply channels to using units, aslso, that further vehiclec
not be accepted into the inventory without an adeguate quantity of repair part:
to praclude restricting the capability of using units to perform securlty and
othur type misslons,

(3) (U) ITEM: AH-1G "Cobra” Aircraft-5th Mount Beam Cracking.

(a) OBSERVATION: The 5th mount beam has been cracking in the damper
mount attaching area of the AH-1G aircraft.

(b) EVALUATION: Cracking has resulted from oscillatory loads caused
by rotor system feed-back, This is not considered a safety-of-flight conditio
at this time, _
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NTAOAE LAEAR Frevenilit t faintenance ~ O0L Tall Rotor Hub with 1100 hour 1EO,

(a) OBSERVATION: When flying in rain, water may leak into the lubriomt,
oausing contamination. or leaking grip bearings, This ocohdition' ocan result im
failure to the bearing,

(b) BVALUATION: When the airoraft orew chief purges the tail rotor hub
after flying in the rain, or every ten (10) to twolve (12) hours under dry
flight oonditions, maximum hub 1life is insured,

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONs That other aviation units using the 801 Teil Rotor
Hub consider using the same or similar prooedures to insure maximum hub life,

(57 (U) ITEM: Loss of Tension. in AH-1G Tail Rotor Cables,
(a) OBSERVATION: It has been notioed reoently that AH-10 tail rotor

cables are losing tension rapidly, When this ooours the quick disoonneot assew-
bly hits the vertiocal drive shaft and scores it, resulting in mandatory replace-

-ment of the vertical drive shaft,

(b) BVALUATIONs 4 brief inspeotion of the tail rotor cable tension.
every 25 hours has alleviated this problenm, '

(«) RECOMMENDATION: That all aviation units with assigned AH-1G air-
oraft oonsider implementing a. similar inspootion procedure,

(6) (U) ITEM: Eleotrioal Malfunotions in AH-1G Firing Girouita.

(a) OBSERVATION: Inoreased malfunotions in the Al-1G electrical firing
circuits have been experienced with the onget of the rainy season,

(b) BVALUATIONs All connectisns under the right front stress panels
and front right fuselage are now being inspected at all PMP's, Further inspec=
tion of ocontact pins for molsture and corrosion is made at this time,. Thess
inspectlon procedures have riduced the malfunction rate,

(o) RECOMMENDATION' That all units with assigned AHe1G aireraft
sxperisnoing similar malfunctions-eonsider gplementation of thif indpectiswn
procedure,.

(7) (U) ITEMs Low Hour Life of Hellcopter Armament Intervolometers.

(a) OBSERVATION: An inoreasingly low hour 1ife of heliaopter armament
intervolcmeters has been experienced during the onset of the rainy seasen,
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reduction in malfunctioning 1s now being experienced,

(c} RECOMMENDATION: That all aviation units utilising armament inter-
volometers consider implementation of this preventive maintenance procedure if
the incidence of malfunctioning has increased significantly during wet weather,

(8) (U) ITEMs Failure of Armored Personnel Carrier Engines.

(a) OBSERVATION: In recent months an excessive failure of armored
personnel carrier engines was detected among those received from Sagami Army
Depot, Specifically numerous engines have failed because of cylinder blow-by.
Further examination has showm various rings and seals to be improperly adjusted
and/or positioned,.

(b) RECOMMENDATION; Return all unsatisfactory engines to Sagami Army
Depot preceded by a priority message indicating defects discovered during
inspection, Dooument and keep a file of all such. messeges., BRequest USLRV to
research possibilities of investigating quality control at Sagami army Uepot,

(9) (U) ITEMi Use of Tow Cables and Steel Clamps,

(a) OBSERVATIONX The 100 foot tow cables presently used by mechanised
units for "muck out™ are made from 100 foot steel cables and ocable clamps,

(b) BVALUATION: The cable olamps are often incapable of sarrying the
raquired stress, making the cable ineffeotive.

(s) RECOMMENDATION; Cormercially manufactured two cables with welded
steel eye hooks should be added to mechanised infantry and Cavalry TO&E's at
the vate of 2 per platoorn,

(10) (U) ITEMs BExcess ASL and Fringe Jtems in Stock.

(s) OBSERVATION; Many fringe and excess ASL items were found stocked
in the Technical Supplies of the 725th Maintenance Battalion,

(b) BVALUATION: Meny {ringe and excess items were allowed to accumula
in ths Teohnical Bupplies. This oreated extreme over-crowding and mde accurat
inventories and location surveys impossible, Good supply procedures demand tha
only ASlL items be stocked and only in authorised stockage levels,

(o) EECOMMENDATION: In order to properly seort and separate stooks to
determine what should be re.sined or retrograded, all stocks must be located an
inventoried, In all congested areas all stook should be moved to holding areas
and only ASL items returned to storege looaticns, AlL)l items that are to be
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(a) OBSERVATION: Uluring the reporling period an unforeseen shortage
of APC track manifested iiself,

(b) LVALUATIONs; The amount of track programmed for use in Vietnan
has not been equal to the demands Probable cause can be attributed to
inadequate anticipation of the increased usage of tracked vehicles, as well
as unneccessary replacement of track when not reqtired.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Attempt to develop a more responsive supply of
track at Depot level based upon demand information, Advise all units requir-
ing track that conservative usage can be practiced by replacing individual
track blocks only when absolutely necessary and only that which is unservice-
able in accordance with applicable regulations.

(12) (U) ITEM; Control of Available Supply Bate.

(a) OBSCRVATIONs Each month, comparison of available supply rate (ASR)
records of the Division Ammunition Office with the Ammunition Section. of II FFV
showed large discrepancies. These discrepancies rasulted in the Division being
overdrawn or overcharged on some items at the end of the ASR periode

(b) EVALUATION; There were two causes of the problem.. First, the DAO
was accounting for items on the date they were actually drawn, Saigon Support
“ommand, 1st Logistics Command, and IT FFV were accounting for items on the date
the ASP reported the draws, This was usually one day later. Therefore items
irawn on the last day of the ASR were being charged aginst the subsequent period

by II FFV, Second, errors were being made at all levels in recording and report-
ing issue quantities and units.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: II FFV has taken steps to assure that the actual
date of the draw is reported to them, The DAB now has his representatives at
the ASP's compare their records with those of the ASP to assure accuracy.
Saigon Suppart Command, 1st Logistics Command, and II FFV are awars of the
problem ot quantitles and units not being accurately reported and are taking
steps to solve it, In addition, steps are being taken to reconcile all books
frequently during the mcnth,

(13) (U) ITEM: Allocation of Transportation Asssts for e Unit Move.
(a) OBSERVATION: During the Third Brigade's move from Dau Tieng tn
Cu Chi, the requirements to transport men. and material exceeded the capacity

of the asseis organic to the various brigade units,

(b) EVALUATION:; In augmenting organic transportation assets, it 1s
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requirements can be taken up by use of the depot transportation assetis,
However, this requires strict organization of unit property and quick on-
loading and off-loading to insure that these vehicles meet convoy entry
times and return quickly to 48th Group Control, This was the system used
in relocating the 3d Brigade from Dau Tieng to Cu Chi., It worked extremely
well,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Utilization of through-put assets on their
return trip is by far the most efficlent means of effectirg a unit move
from a forward areag provided sufficient time is. available to allow movement
by phases, This method requires close coordination between shipper and
receiver to be successful,

(14} (U} ITEM: Resupply by CH-47 Alircraft,

(a) OBSERVATION: Units receiving resupply in the field by CH-47
dircraft are often unable to properly reload the cargo net for backhsul.

() EVALUATION: Personnel properly trained in reloading methods
can preclude hatards to the aircraft and loss of equipment. Unit Si's have
trained key personnel at platoon and company level in proper loading tech-
niques,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That other units consider this method of im-
proving field reloading of CH-47 cargo nets,
P, ORGANIZATION: None

G. OTHER,
(1) (U) ITRM: Vietnamess Participatiom in Civil Affairs,

(a) OBSERVATIONa: Increased efforts should be made to transfer more
responsibility to the Vietnamese for Civil Affairs.

() EVALUATIOE:s Vietnamese medics should be trained end become
self-sufficient in attending to the medical needs of the people,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Participation by Vietnamese medics in MEDCAPS
has been paramount in our efforts, Vietnamese medics are currently partici-
pating in MEDCAPS: conducted by the Z5th Medical Battalion which has also
taken on the responsibility for on the job training of the new medics, It
is expected that Vietnamese medics will soon conduct their own MEDCAPS and
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DA, BQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 {2 SEP 1969
THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GFOP-DT, APO 96558

TO0: Agsistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Departiment of the
uw, W&ahingten, D.C. 20510

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -
Lessons Learned of the 25th Infantiry Division for the period ending
31 July 1969.

FOR THE COMMANDER1
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HEADQUAH'J.‘MD, UNLL1ILD Dinliagd 4Wiasay FTAAEROESY 770 & &0 & & v o

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96557

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Opesrational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters,
25th Infantry Division.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a, (U) Reference item concerning “"Casualty Accounting,¥ section 1I,
page 82, paragraph 2A(1); nonconcur. While there is merit in adopting a
form for USARV-wide use, the data required by this headquarters is summary
in nature and can be derived from whatever form has been devised by the
subordinate commander to meet his specific needs.

b. (U) Reference item concerning "Airlift of D~5 Bulldozer," section
11, page 84, paragraph 2B(5); concurg-

(1) Procedures for the preparation of the D-5 Dozer are not contained
in any of the Army publications covering external helicopter load prepara-
-»tions., A recommendation is being forwarded to the US Army Transportation
School, the proponent of the publications, to include in future publications
a standard procedure for the preparation of the D-5 Dozer for movement.

(2) The standardized D-5 bulldozer configuration for airlift has been
established as a relatively clean bulldozer minus blade, tracks, tools, and
loose equipment. Deviations will be required when the dozer is not relatively
clean, is to be carried a long distance, or delivered to a higher elevatior.

c. (U) Reference item concerning "Fire Support Base Access Road
Design," section 1I, page 84, paragraph 2B(7); concur., The objective of
developing a road network design for fire support bases which will reduce
maintenance requirements is sound. The concept presented by this recom-
mendation is that the entrance road be constructed at a tangent to the
interior perimeter road. This would require the construction of a sep-
arate exit road in order to accomplish the objective, with the dis-
advantage of creating a second opening in the perimeter. The Division
will conduct further studies and tests of this concept to determine the
optimum solution,

d. (U) Reference item concerning "Operator Protection for Land
Clearing Operations," section 11, page 85, paragraph 2b(9); concur., This
jtem was published in the USARV Commander's Notes for September 1969,
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page 86, paragraph 2B(11); concur. MN8A1 matting is a command controlled
item and heliport construction is an suthorized use of this item. USARV
Letter, AVHEN-CD, dated 1 December 1968, subject: T-17 Membrane, prohibits
the use of rubber membrane for helipad construction without approval of
this headquarters.

f. (U) Reference item concerning "Land Clearing with Divisional
Lngineer Battalion Bulldozer Assets," section 11, page 86, paragraph 2B(13);
nonconcur. The divisional engineer battalions are presently authorized six
Rome Plows and fourteen bulldozers, D7E. The Rome Plow kits may be attached
to any of the D7E tractors. The provision of six additional D7E tractors
equipped with the Rome Plow blade would require authorization for additional
operators and maintenance capability.

g. (U) Reference item concerning "Kit Carson Scouts," section II,
page 89, paragraph 2B(21); concur. Unit Kit Carson Scouts (KCS) allocations
were originally established by HQ, MACV. The allocations were 200 KCS per
division and 100 per separate brigade. Some units were able to recruit
more KCS than their original allocation of spaces. These units had their
allocations increased while others were correspondingly decreased. Sub-
sequently HQ, USARV was delegated authority to allocate KCS space author-
izations to US Army units within a 2200 space ceiling. HQ, USARV has acceptec
a basis for employment of two KCS per platoon. Though the space ceiling
does not allow sufficient spaces to fully implement this basis, the practical
limit on KCS employment is the inability of some units to recruit two KCS
per platoon. Allocations have been reduced fer units unable to recruit
sufficient KCS and increased for those able to exceed their normal allocation

h. (U) Reference item concerning "Training in the Transportation of
Volatile Fuels," section I1I, page 95, paragraph 2C(6); concur., This type
training is given at unit level and is not uniform throughout the command.
DD Form L46's (Vehicle Operators Permits) are not annotated by all units to
indicate that drivers are qualified to handle POL. Recommend DA forward
this item to CONARC for consideration and possible inclusion in the PCI for
heavy truck operators.

i. (C) Reference item concerning "Order of Battle Handbooks," sec-
tion 1I, page 96, paragraph 2D(1); concur. Pocket-size Order of Battle
handbooks for use by intelligence personnel in the field have a distinct
practical value. The handbooks must, of necessity, be written by the
division intelligence personnel to provide basic background data which
pertains to the operational area. Additionally, the constantly changing
enemy situation requires continuous monitoring of the material in the
handbooks to insure that it is current. This item will be included in the
next issue of the USARV publication Combat Intelligence Lessons with the

CONFIDENTIAL
/05




pocket-81ze Urder ol bpattle nanabook. NO action vy Ua Oor VoAlwaAL 18 recom-
mended.

j. (C) Reference item concerning "Use of Hand Held Aerial Photo-
graphy," section 11, page 97, paragraph 2D(3); concur. The use of hand-
held photography to assist in determining implaced sensor locations has
been reported by other units but this is the first report of attaching a
CS grenade to the sensor. There is little doubt that the photographed
CS cloud permits the most accurate location possible at this time., Also,
the placing of artillery on the site after implantation is an excellent
deception., This item will be included in the next issue of the USARV
publication, Combat Inteliigence Lessons, No action by DA or USARPAC is
recommended,

k. (C) Reference item concerning "Sensor Operations to Reduce Mine
Incidents," section II, page 97, paragraph 2D(4); concur. This item was
previously reported in a separate 25th Infantry Division document and has
been included as an article in the current issue of the USARV, Combat
Intelligence Lessons, No action by DA or USARPAC is recommended,

1. (U) Reference item concerning "M551 Sheridan Vehicle," section
1I, page 98, paragraph 2E(1); concur. The drive sprocket problem was
identified during the 90 day evaluation of the initial 60 Sheridans deployed
in RVN., The sprockets were designed to last for approximately 1000 miles.
In some cases, sprockets were worn beyond use after 200 miles. Poor quality
control during manufacture was suspected and reported to the Project Manager
Sheridan Weapon System, User units have been directed to reverse the sprockets
periodically to prolong sprocket life and to continue submitting EIR's on
each early failure, Project Manager, Sheridan has been tasked by DA to
investigate the reports of early sprocket failures and to take appropriate
corrective actions to provide a more reliable sprocket. No further action
is required at this time.

m, (U) Reference item concerning "XM706 Commando Car," section II,
page 98, paragraph 2E(2); nonconcur. Deliveries of new vehicles should not
be held up pending USARV fill on repair parts., AMC states that 95 percent
of the programmed spare parts had been shipped by 30 September 1969,

n. (U) Reference item concerning "AH-1G 'Cobra' Aircraft-5th Mount
Beam Cracking," section II, page 98, paragraph 2E(3); nonconcur. Para-
graph 27, TB 750-992-4, dated 1 November 1968, addresses this problem and
provides information on imnroved dampers and procedures for inspecting. If
these procedures are found to be inadequate, an EIR should be submitted.

o, (U) Reference item concerning "Preventive Maintenance-801 Tail

Rotor.Hub with 1100 hour TBO," section 11, page 99, paragraph 2E(4); concur.
TB 55-1500-301-25 and TM 55~410 establish criteria for inspecting and purg-
ing the tail rotor hub.
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301-25 and TM 55410 establish cable tension inspection criteria,

o™=

q. (U) Reference item concerning "Low Hour Life of Helicopter Armament
Intervalometers," section 1I, page 99, paragraph 2E(7); concur., This is an
acceptable process when the new intervalometer (FSN 4933-133-9867) is not
available for issue.

r. (U) Reference item concerning "Failure of Armored Personnel Carrier
Ingines," section I1X, page 100, paragraph 2E(8); concur. Several units have
reported receiving faulty rebuilt APC engines from the Sagami rebuild facilit
A report describing the causes of early engine failures has been forwarded tc
Sagami. 1n addition, the 1st Logistical Command conducted run-in tests on a
sample of Sagami. Several deficiencies were detected and reported to USARPAC
A1l unsatisfactory engines are being returned-to Sagami as recommended in
this ORLL. In addition, representatives from Sagami are scheduled to come
to RVN to conduct run-in test on engines in-country .

Se (U) Reference item concerning "Use of TOW Cables and Steel Clamps,'’
section II, page 100, paragraph 2E(9); nonconcur. MTOE action is not app:rop
This is the first reported instance of tow cable failure.received by this
headquarters. An EIR should be submitted as prescribed in TM 38-750 to
properly document the failure and to insure that corrective action is initiaf

FOR THk COMMANDER:

Cy furn:
25th Inf Div
II FFV
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TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as 1indorsed.

CPT, AGC
At AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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1.

ORGANIC

a, Command & Control Elements
HHC, 25th Inf Div
HHC, 1st Brigade
HHC, 2nd Brigade
HHC, 3rd Brigade

be Combat
3rd Sgdn, 4th Cav

¢, Combat Support Elements
HHB, 25th Inf Div Arty
1st Bn, 8th Arty
7th Bn, 1ith Arty
3rd Bn, 13th Arty
2nd an 77th Art,y'
25th MP Company
25th Aviation Battalion
65th Engineer Battalion
125th Signal Battallon

d., Combat Service Support Elements
HHC & Band, 25th Div Spt Cmd
25th Admin Company
25th Med Battalion
25th S&T Batvtalion
725th Maint Battalion

II, ASSIGNED
a, Command & Control Element. - None
be Combat Elements
1st Bn,. 5th Inf (Mech)
4th Bn, 9th Inf
2nd Bn, 12th Inf
2nd Br, 14th Inf
2nd Bn, 22nd Inf (Mech)
3rd Bn, 22nd Inf
L4th Bn, 23rd Inf (Mech]
i1st Bn, 27th Inf
2nd Bn, 27th Inf
2nd Bn, 34th Armor (-)
Inclosure 1 109
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co. Combat Support Elements
9th Chemical Det
38th Inf P1t (Scout Dog)
Litn Inf F1t (Scout Dog)
L6th Inf P1t (Scout Dog)
66th Inf P1t (Combat Tracker)
265th FA Arty Det (Radar)

d.,. Combat Service Support Elements
15th Public Information Detachment
18th Military History Detachment
20th Public Information Detachment
25th Military Intelligence Detachpment

ITI, ATTACHED

8, Command & Control Elemenis . None

b, Combat Elements
60th Inf P1t (Scout Dog)

ce Combat Support Elements
Btry B, 5th Bn, 2d Arty
Btry I, 29th Arty (1 Pit)
44th BEOD Det
159th Med Det, Helicopter Ambulance
258th FA Det (Radar-CM)
341st Awvn Det
362nd Avn Det

de Combat Service Support Elements.
5th Weather Sqdu Det (USAF)
20th Preventive Med Det
L4Oth MED Det
390th Quartermaster Det . etroleum)
USA Spacial Security Det
372nd Radio Research Co

IV,. DIRECT SUPPORT

4th Med Det
Co B, 86th Signal Battalion
53rd Signal Det
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USARV

232312

USARV
"

USARY.

USARV

B 33

USARY

LOCATION

Cu Chi, RVN

Cu Chi, RVN.

Cu Chi, RVN

GO

GQ.

‘llIIS

Ll

503
SH23
4801
SH25

821
1412

503

1378

1357
5121
4263

931
1268

1122
4701
5166
5406

4182
2433

emnd B

L4 Feb 68
24 Oct 67
10 Aug 67
15 Oct 67
21 Feb 68
22 Apr 69

4 Feb 68
[ ]

18 Apr 69

10 Apr 67
4 Nov 68
10 Sep 68
16 Mar 68
11 Apr 69

1 Apr 69
9 Oct 68
9 Oct 67
23 Oct 67
3 Sep 68
6 Jul 69

COVNFIREW TIAL



94th Maint Co, Support
116th Assault Hdelicopter Cc
242rd Aasault Helicopter Co
277th Resupply Bn, Service
283rd Sig Det

3iGth &wn Det

FR5th Weather Det

501st Land Clearing Co
578th Sig Co, Support
587th Sig Co, Support
720th MP Bn, Co A, 3rd Plt

GENERAL. SUPPORT

8th Aerial Port Sqdn

12th Med Hospital Bvac

Btry B, 2nd Bn, 12th Arty

BQ & Btry A, 6th Bn, 15th A-ty
20th TC Co, Alrcraft

Lsth Sugr MA (MUST)

104th Engr Co, Dump Truck

113th Engr Det, Concrete

267th Cable Constructior

269th Awn Bn, Assault Helicopter
362nd Engr Co

515th Engr P1lt, Asphalt Construction
554th Engr Bn, Construction
588th Engr Bn, Combat, Go C

1/

Cu Chi, RVN

Cu Chi, RWN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN

Cu Chi, RVN
Dau Tieng, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN

Cu Chi, RVN
Tay Niuh, RVN
Dau Tieng, RVN
Dau Tieng, RVN

Cu Chi, RVN

Cu Chi, RVN
Dau Tieng, RVN
Tay Ninh, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Tay Ninh, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Dau Tieng, RVN
Dau Tieng, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Tay Ninh, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVH
Tay Ninh, BVN

Contederidye




Results of the 25th Infantry Division Operations; 1 May to 31 July 1969

Division losses

Killed in action - 179
Wounded in action {evacuated) - 572
Missing in action ~ None
Helicopters destroyed = 10
Helicopters damaged - 25
Aircraft damaged ® 2
Armored persomnnel carrilers destroyed - 27
Armored personnel carriers damaged - 33

Tanks destroyed < 7

Tanks damaged - 15

Trucks destroyed - 13

Trucks damaged - 13

Rome Plows damaged - 2
Bulldozers destroyed = 2
Bulldozers damaged - 6
Vehicle Track Recovery damaged - 1l

Flame Track destroyed 1l

Boats damaged - 1

Enemy Losses

Killed in action (body count) =l4,516
Prisoners-of -war - 11k

VCI captured - 9

Hoi Chanhs - 23
Detainees - 418
Individual weapons, captured and destroyed - 940

Crew served weapons, captured and destroyed - 267
Documsnts captured = }3% pounds
Rice, captured and destroyed = 132,01 tons
Grain, captured and destroyed - 20,38 tons
Salt, captured and destroyed e .94 tons

Medical suppliee, captured 512 pounds

Small arms rounds, captured and destroyed =51676
HE rounds, captured and destroyed =1,856
Rockets, captured and destroyed - 658
RPG rounds, captured and destroyed «1,232
RFG boosters, captured and destroyed - 382
Explosives; captured and destroyed = 557 pounds
Mines, captured and destroyed = L7b
nclosure 2 112
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Blasting caps destroyed - 236
Mortar fuzes, captured:and destroyed - 216
Rocket detonators destroyed - 1
Oas masks, captured and destroyed - 2y
Uniforms captured - 682
Cloth, oaptured and destroyed « L00 yards
Cans of food captured - 2,255
Motorcycles captured - 3
Bicycles, captured and destroyed - 38
Cxcarte destroyed - 43
Sampans destroyed - 118
Radios captured - 13
Telephones captured - 3
Batteries captured - L9

Incl 2
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AYDCMH :
SUBJECTs Combat After Action Interview Report

THRU Commanding General
United States Army Yietnam
ATTN: Command Historian
APO San Francisco 96375

TOs Headquarters
Department of the Army
ATTNs 0,.C.M.H.
Washington, D.C. 20315

i, NAME AND TYPE OF ORGANIZATIONs; Team 23, Company F, 75th Infantry (Ranger) -
Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol.

2, INCLUSIVE DATES OF OPERATIONs 030455 June - 051917 June 1969,

30 JOCATIONs Refs Map Serles 18020, Sheet Number 6231 11S,
Operations Vieinity XT 3917, XT 3919, XT 39203 Extraction XT 396205,

4, CONTROL HEADQUARTERSs; 25th Infantry Division (ACofS-G2).

5, PERSON BEING INTERVIEWED: Sgt. Darrell Damron, RA 15 794 788, Assistant
Team Leader, Team 23,

6., INTERVIEWING OFFICERs Divisicn Historian,
7. TASK ORGANIZATION: 10 Man Patrol (See Inclosure 2)o

8, SUPPORTING FORCESs
a, Battery C, 1st Battalion, 8th Artillery - F.S.B. Jackson (XT 425168).

b, Two River Patrol Boats (PER) from UsS. Navy River Division 592 for
insertion and extractlon.

¢, One Night Hawk Helicopter, Co A, 25th Aviation Battalione
9, BACKGROUND INFORMATIONs Team 23 had concluded a prior patrol mission L8
hours before beginning this mission,

Incl 3 CONEIDENTIDL
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Insertion XT 398186,



b, Terrain = This area lies along the west bank of the Vam Co Dong Rive:
There are numerous smaell canals and streams feeding into the river., Swamp,
hedgerows, and thickets of secondary growth are mixed throughout the area.
Movement is difficult in this area, Fields of observation and fire vary from
generally poor to good in some portions of the ares,

c. Weather - The weather during this operation was generally good, with
no heavy precipitation, The only rainfall occurred in the late afternoon of
5 June, The weather did not hinder operations,

11, MISSION; Team 23°s mission was to gather information on the movement an
activities of the enemy in this area, and within thelr capability, to capture
or kill enemy personnel, .

125//CONCEPT OF OPERATION AND EXECUTIONs At O455 hours on 3 June 1969, the
Team, consisting of ten men, was inserted by River Patrol Boats along the wes:
bank of the Vam Co Dong River (XT 398196). The team moved to the south-south:
west for 200 meters and established an observation post at grid XT 398196,
After the observation post was fully established, the team sent a three man
reconnaissance patrol to check the surrounding area, This patrol discovered
that the O.P. was on the edge of an enemy base area, They found four bunkers
which had evidence of occupation within the past 24 hours, There was also evi
dence of heavy trail activity in the area, When the reconnaissance patrol
returned and reported this information, the team shifted into an ambush posit
along a hedgerow which commanded one approach to the bunkers, The team main-
tained this position throughout the day without contact, At 2116 hours the
PER's patrolling the river were engaged by an enemy force 500 meters south of
the team's location, and their return fire from caliber .50 machineguns began
impacting around the team's position, The team radioed the naval patrol,
informed them of the situation, and the PBR’s shifted their firing position,
No further action occurred during the night, Due to a planned ARVN opsration
in the area, the team was extracted at 0902 hours on 4 June, and returned to
the Naval Patrol Base at Go Dau Ha (XT 3825) to plan for an insertion in
another area, They selected an area further south along the river, but as th
approached this insertion point at 1930 hours, the PBR’s received automatic
weapons fire from the bank, Five (5) VC were observed, and the area was enga
with automatic weapons and artillery, Due to the approaching darknetcs, no
further inssrtion attempts were made, and the patrol rsturned to Go Dau Ha,

The following morning, 5 June, the team was inserted to the north of the
original insertion point %XT 397207) at 0525 hours, The team moved 75 meters
to the south and established a circilar observation post. During the day, th
team dispatched a reconnaissance patrol which found a group of four bunkers 3
meters southwest of the observation post, There were also signs of heavy tra
activity in this area,

At 1700 hours, the team ,bserved 30 VC walking‘-alcng & rice paddy dike f
south to north, approximately 50 meters west of their position. They were mo

s
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The team leader (ssG Lemonds) requested an artillery fire mission and
helicopter gunships to engage the enemy, At this point the enemy were bunching
up as they prepared to cross a log over a small stream 150 meters west of the
team's position, The team leader made & rapid asse sment of the situation.
Once across the stream, the target would be lcst due to the heavy underbrush,
At this point, they presented a compact target and they were completely absorbed
in crossing the stream, The team lesder quickly moved the team on line, and at
his cormand they hit the enemy with an intense volume of machinegun, M79, rifle
grensde, and Mi6 fire, The physical and psychological shock was 80 great that
the enemy force was Knocked to the ground and their return fire was wild and
completely ineffective. The enemy regained just enough composure to drag their
dead (observed to bs 15) down into the brush along the stream bank and ocrawl
into the thickets on the far side. The team maintained a heavy volume of fire
against the withdrawing enemy. ' ‘

At 1725 hours, a Night Hawk helicopter arrived over the area and began
strafing the likely withdrewal routes, at the same time the team leader began
ad justing artillery fire onto the area into which the enemy had withdrawn, 4
total of 72 HE rounds were placed on the target. At 1837 hours, the team began
‘a sweep into the area, They found one enemy body with an AK-47 rifle and heavy
blood trails leading out in several directions.

At 1917 hours, after completing their search, the team moved on an asimuth
of 90 degrees to an extraction point on the river (XT 396205) and were picked
up by the PBR's, The team had sustained no casualties,

13, ANALYSIS: This operation had several notable features, in addition to the
results achieved, The smooth coordination between the patrol and the PER's,
working along the river, allowed for flexibility in making the insertions and
extractions, The patrol could choose any point along the river for a rapid
drop-off or pick-up and have covering fire available from the patrol boats.

The use of reconnaissance patrols in eddition to observation posts extended the
team's survelllance over the area, produced more information, and allowed the
team to adjust their activity based on a greater knowledge of the area, The
most significant aspect of this operation was the mental and physiocal flexibility
of the team members which allowed them to shift from a circular surveillance
posture to a linear ambush in a matter of seconds, and with strict fire control
defeat an enemy force three times their sise,

0. 100 X
Incl MICHAEL D. KEATING
45—Overtey— (Incl wd HQ, DA) Major, Armor
2. Team Roster Commsanding

3, List of Weapons
L ° Equipll.nt S0P

CFs
¢ = CG, USARV; ATTNs G3 b
Zz = CG, II FFV, ATTNs G3
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Co F, ?75th Inf, (Ranger)
335G Lemonds ~ Team Leader - RTO
SGT Damron - Assistant Team Leader - RTO
SP4 Deyoung - (Not on operation 5 June 69)
SP4 Gentile
SP4 Porter
SP4 Stuckey
PFC Evans
PFC Harjo
PFC Holland

Kit Carson Scout Ly

Incl 2 to Incl 3 | //7
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Team 23

Weapon

M=16 S5e56mm
CAR-15 5o 56mm
M=i4 7,62mm
Sniper Rifle o22LR
M3A1 L45ACP

M79  oLOmm

M60  7,620m

M72 LAW  66mm

Mi8A-1 Claymore Mine

NVA
Weapon
RPG-7
RPG-2
ChiCom MG
BAR

AX-47

Pistols

Incl 3 to Incl 3

Weapons used by Team 23 and
by NVA engaged, 5 June 1969

Number Carried Number Fired
3 3
b 3
1 1
1 0
1 0
2 2
1 1
2 1
9 0
Number Carried Number Captured
7 0
2 0
3 0
3 0
21 i
3 0
/18
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APO San Francisco 9622

ACDCCV-L 1 MAI
SUBJECT: Equipment SOP

1, Inclosures 1 & 2 are listings of equipment which will be car:
opsrations by teams and team members of this company,

2, The attached lists reflect the minimum equipment in minimum q
ties, Equipment may be added and quantities may be increased at the d
tion of any one in the tactical chain of command on a mission basis,
Platoon Leaders and/or Platoon Sergeants are responsible for informing
Company Commander or the Operations Officer prior to a team's departur
the team is unable to comply with this SOP,

s/ Marsball L, Sharp
t/ MARSHALL L. SHARP

CPT Infantry
Commanding
A TRUE COPY:
. /
wz,:z“wﬂ:_%‘
MICHAEL D, KEATING
Major, Armor
Division Historian
//
/
//
/
e /
Incl 4 to Incl 3 //
CONFIDE/NT'IAL
/
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SUBJECT:s

1.
2,

Se
6o
7o

9
10,
i1,
12,
13,
14,
15
16,
17.
180
15,
20,
21,
22,

-» Safaewwas e/ =7
3

Team Equipment

2 PRC-25 Radios w/3 batteries each
2 PRC-25 Long Antennas w/base

4 PRC-25 Handsets

1 Starlite Scope

4 WP Hand Grenades

1 M60 MG
1 M=79

4 Star Clusters

4 Parachute Flares

1 Cal, 22 Sniper Rifle (22LR - Silencer Equipped = 1 Box of Ammo Carried)
2 Strobe Lights

2 V5-17 Panel Markers

1 Litter (Collapsible)

6 Trip Flares

First Ald Kit (Special Kit for Jungle Operations)

4 CS Grenades

2 LAW's

2 Flashlights w/red filters or 2 Pen-Lites
{ Pair Binoculars 6X30

2 Maps
2 S01's
2 WP Rifle

Grenades w/crimped cartridges for M-16

Inclosure 1 to Incl &4 to Incl 3
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SUBJECTs Individual BEquipment

16,

18,
19.

Pistol Belt

2 Battle Dressings

5 Quarts Water

6 M-26 or M~33 Hand Grenades

Ammunition

a, 450 rounds M-16 (30 + Mag, for each Mi6/CAR 15)
b. 100 HE & 100 Canister M-79, 12 rounds CS.(per Grenadier)
c. 100 rounds M-60 MG (100 per man)

2 Smoke Grenadas

1 Bottle Insect Repellent

1 Bottle Water Purification Tablets

Mularia Prophylaxis Tablets (sufficient for mission)
50 Salt Tablets

Compass

Wrist Watch

Weapons Cleaning Equipment to Include Cleaning Rod
1 Claymore Mine

Signal Mirror

Knife or Bayonet

Protective Mask (XM28E-1 for Riot Control Agents)
Length of Parachute Suspension Line

ID Card and ID Tags

Inclosure 2 to Incl &4 to Incl 3
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APO San Francisco 96225
AVDCMH 30 June 1969

SUBJECTs Combat After Action Interview Qleport

THRU: Commanding General
United States Army Vietnam
ATTH: Command Historlan
APO San Francisco 96375

TO1 Headquarters
Department of the Army
ATTN‘ OoCoMoHn
Washington, D.C. 20315

1, NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION:; Fire Support Base Crook (Offensive-Defensive).
2, INCLUSIVE DATES OF OPERATION: 052000 June - 072130 June 1969.

3, LOCATIONs Tay Ninh Province, RVN, Map Series 1501, Sheet Number NCL8-3,
Grid = XT055595.

4, CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: ist Brigade, 25th Infantry Divislon,

5, PERSON BEING INTERVIEWEDs MAJ Joseph E, Hacla, 05311008, Executive Officsr,
3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry (officer in command of FSB Crook).

6, INTERVIEWING OFFICER: Division Historian

7. TASK ORGANIZATION
a, Company B, 3rd Battalion, 22nd Intantry.
b, Battery A, 7th Battalion, 11th Artillery.
e. Elements of the 3-22 Infantry comnunications, medical, support, and

mortar platoons,

8. SUPPORTING FORCES: Artillery, aviation and Air Force support was allosated
from normal brigade and division assets as the action developed at FSB Crook.

A, U.S. mill.ry

CoNFIDEeNT/4L.

Incl 4 .
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(XT272683), II FFV GSR,

(3) One pratoon, Battery B, 3-13 Artillery (8 inch), Tay Hinh Base Camp
(XT165515), 25th Division Artillery.

b. ARVN Artillery: One platoon, Battery C, 3-38 Artillery (155sm), Cao
Xa (XT125502),

¢, U.S, Alrcraft

5-6 June 6-7 June
(1) 2 Night Hawks, A/2-25 Awn Bn, 2 Night Hawks, A/2-25 Awn Bn,
(2) 2 AH1G (Cobra), B/2-25 Awn Bn, 2 UH1H (Gunships), B/2-25 Awn B

(3) 2 AH1G (Cobra), 187th Aslt, Hel, Co. 1 UH1H (Flare), B/2-25 Awn Bn,
(4) 2 AH1G (Cobra), D/3-4 Cav, 2 AH1G (Cobra), 187th Aslt, Hel
(5) 2 AHIG (Cobra), 334th Aslt Hel, Co, 4 AH1G (Cobra), D/3-4 Cav,

d. U.S, Air Force Aircraft

5-6 June 6-7 June
(1) 2 PUC Fighters 2 F4C Pighters
(2) 8 F-100 Fighters 10 F-100 Fighters
(3) 2 AC-119 Gunships 1 AC-119 Gunship
(4) 2 AC-47 Gunships 2 AC-47 Gunships

9, INTELLIGENCE:

a. Enemy - Prior to the beginning of the attacks of Fire Support Base Crook
intelligence indicated that a high point of enemy activity was to osocur bstween
1 and 10 June 1969, Information received from documents captured on 23 and 28
May by the ist Air Cavalry Civision revealed that the 83th NVA Regiment would
attack a UsS, position in the Tay Ninh area, A specific time frame for the
attack was not mentioned in the documents; however, they did disclose that the
cadre of the 88th Regiment were to finish training courses conducted at the
Regimental Headquarters by 1 June, At this time the Regiment was believed to be
dispersed in central War Zone C, The remaining two regiments of the 9th VC/NVA

123
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Crook identified the 3rd Battalion, 272nd NVA Regiment as the atitacking 10196
on 5-6 June, and the 2nd and 3rd Battallons, ABth NVA Regiment as the attaok-
ing forces on 6-7 June, The actions and loocation of the 3rd Battalion, 272nd
NVA Regiment just prior to the 5-6 June attack are uncertain; however, the
2nd Battalion, 88th Regiment with a strength of 180 men, had moved to the vi-
oinity of XTO49678 on 4 June and built defensive positions and eontinued
training, The 3rd Battalion, 38th Regiment with a strength of 200 men had
moved to a temporary base camp in the vicinity of XT1061 on & June, A 50-man
eompany from the 27tst NVA Regiment was attached to the 3rd Battalion. The
attacks on FSB Crook coincided with the Midway meeting of the U,3., and South
Vietnamese Presidents, It is likely that the enemy objective was to gain a
moral or psychologiosl victory, in order to counter the impact of this meet-
ing.

b. Terrain - The area surrounding Fire Support Base Crook is flat and
generally forested, The area to the east is triple-canopy jungle, To the
north, there is scattered double-canopy jungle, The area to tue south is
secondary growth, while to the southwest and west are abandoned rioce paddies,
The Soul Ben Da stream flows from north to south, 300 meters to the west of
the base, Fields »f observation aad artillery direct fire are good, extend-
ing from the minimum of 220 metars on the east to 350 meters on the north am
south and up to 1000 meters to the southwest, Fields of fire for small arms
are excsllent out to 200 meters, The wooded areas on the east and northeast
offer the Lisst avenues of approach; however, there is a destroyed village to
the south wiih broken ground and brush which offers a secondary approach to
within 200 meters of the base, The base is positioned astride an east-west
road, and there is & north-south trail east of the base whioh provide rapid
approaches into the general area, The only signifiocant obstacle to movemsnt
in the area is the Soul Ben Da stream on the west whioch is not fordable in
the immediate vicinity of the base, although there is a footbridge at the
road erossing (See Inolosure 2).

0. Weather - During the period 5 to 8 June the area arcund FSB Crook was
characterited Sy partly oloudy skies in the morning and afternoon with a gen-
eral overcast (ceiling 1000 feet) by 1900 hours. There were intermittent
rein showers in the late afterncon and early evening in the area, At approx-
imately 2400 hours, however, the sky would clear for a radius of five wiles
sround FOB Crook, providing exeellent observatlon and flying eonditlons.

10, MISSION: Fire Support Base Crook was established in Bril 1969 to inter-
diet VC/NVA movement northwest of Tay Ninh City and to support the platoon
and company sized offensive operations sonduoted in that aresa,

11, EXBCUTION: The first indication of the Ampending attaek on Fire Support
Base Crook came at 2000 hours on 5 June when the base monalored seismi¢c ssnsor
activetions, indicating heavy astivity 950 meters east and 550 meters north-
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artiliery battery within the base which engaged each location with time fu
direct fire (Ki'ler Junior), Beginning at 2130 hours, the Battalion Execut
Officer requested interdictory artillery fires on the tralls and likely as:
bly areas around the base, and placed the base on 100% alert. As the clou
cover cleared shortly after midnight, an observer with a starlight scope i
the tower began to sight the same small groups that had been detected by r:
From 0130 hours to 0255 hours the movement around the base generally ceasex
but the interdictory fires were continued.

At 0255 hours, the enemy initiated an attack by fire, 107mm and 122mm
rockets, 75mm reccilless rifle rounds, 82mm and (Omm mortar rounds, RPG's .
small arms fire began to impact in and around the base, The rate of indir
fire was 80 rounds per minute for the first five minutes and approximately
rounds per minute for the next one and one-half hours, Most of the rocket
passed over the base and impacted outside the wire to the east, One man w
ki led by a mortar round as an L.P. tc the west was being withdrawn., Ther
was little damage and were few casualties within the perimeter, Coordinat
with the attack by fire, the enemy launched a battalion sized assault from
south and east. (3ee Incl-sure 3), The troops within the base laid down :
heavy volume of grazing fire, as the howitzers fired "Killer Junior™ to th
depth of 150-200 meters all around the base., The supporting 155mm artille
was used to hit the enemy attack positions in the woodli:a to the south, wi
the 8 inch artillery fired deeper into this area, The bases's 81mm and &.;
mortars fired on the woodline to the east, and 175mm artillery was used to
suppress the enemy firing positions to the north, The intense defensive f:
slowed the enemy ground assault but a 16 man element did breach the outer
on the south with bangalore torpedoes. The men on the bunker line stopped
this group with automatic weapons and claymore mines. Although their atta
was stopped, the bulk of the enemy force remained in the open, firing smal
arms and ?PG's at the bunkers, At approximately O400 hours, AC-47 and AC-
gunships, helicopter fire teams, and Air Force fighters arrived over the a
The 175mm artillery fire was shifted 1 kilometer to the north, thus cleari
the area to the north and west for engagement by the gunships, The AC-47
ship poured fire into the opsn area around the base for 360 degrees, As t
helicopters moved in, they were engaged by numerous ,51 caliber machinegun
(estimated 15) around ithe area, with the hsaviest concentration on the wes
One observation helicopter was damaged and the Brigade command and control
ship received five hits, As the helicopters suppressed the anti-aircraft
the 1) tense supvorting fires forced the enemy to withdraw into ths jungle.
(See Inclosure 4), By 0530 there was only sporadic fire from the surround
area, but artillery and TAC air continued to hit suspected targets. At 06
hours, Company B sent a platoon through the break in the wire to search
through the area to the south., As they moved into the old village area th
were engaged at close range by a group of 10-15 NVA who had remained conce.
in spider holes., The Company B Commander and three radio operators were w
ed by grenades. The platoon moved back to the bunker line by bounds and t
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soldlerz were dressed 1n kKhakl uniforms and weariling 740 LAL LUK SRIAEELEe

Eaeh man had been equipped with an AK-L47 rifle, a bandolier, 8 to 10 hand gre-
nades, a eup-type gas mask, and was carrying an extra 5 RPG rounds, The bodiles
were significantly free of extraneous material such as documents, diaries or
other personal effects, Three infiltration passes were found, which identified
the battalion as an element of the 272nd NVA Regiment,

Later that morning, Companies A and C of the battalion were air-landed
approximately 5 kilometers north of FSB Crook to seerch south toward the base,

At 1245 hours, Company A became engaged with an unknown sized enemy force and
1ight contact continued until 1545 hours, Due to this contact the search north
of the base was not completed on 6 June, On the evening of 6 June, the pattern &
of activity resumed in an almost identical fashion, From 2000 to 2030 hours,

the seismic sensors northwest and east of the base transmitted heavy activity.
The radar detected two groups of approximately 40 personnel moving 1500 meters
north of the base. From 2000 to 0100 hours, the radar tcontinued to detect

groups of 3 to 5 men in the woodlines all areund the base, Each area of acti-~
vity was engaged with mortar and artillery fire, or direct fire from the howit-
zors within the base,

By 0100 hours, the majority of the movement had ceased, but all areas con-
tinued to be engaged with direct (Killer Juntor) and indirect fires, At 0200
hours, a Night Hawk helicopter, flying in to support the actlon, detected large
groups of ensmy moving toward the base along the road from the east, Artillery
fires were immediately shifted to attack these groups, At 0255 the enemy attask
by fire began with greater intensity than the previous night,” For the first
five minutes the rate of fire was 150 rounds of rocket, mortar, and RPG fire
per minute, and approximately 50 rounds per minute tor. the next one and one-
half hours. Three U.S. soldiers were wounded by the initial volley. Coordi-
nated with the attack by fire, the enemy launched a two battalion ground assault,
one battalion moving out of the woodline to the northeast, and the other attack-
ing from the northwest. (See Inclosure 5). The base engaged the attacking enemy
with "Killer Junior" and automatic weapons, The Night Hawk helicopter strafed
the enemy coming out of the jungle to the northeast, while two belicopter fire
teams hit the battalion on the northwest with machinegun and rocket fire; these
gunships were followed by TAC air strikes which dropped napalm and fragmentation
bombs on this force. An AC-47 gunship and helicopter gunships engaged the ,51
caliber machineguns which had begun firing from the west of the streanm, 17 5mm "
artillery vas placed on the jungle to the northwest, while mortar fire, 155mm
and 8'inch howitzer fire was used to suppress the enemy firing positicns te the
east and south, TE. area was under continuous illumination by the AC-119 gunship,
which engaged the area outside the wire with machine gun fire, (See Inelosure 6)
The enewy coming from the northwest breached the first wire barrier,” but were
stopped by the intense defensive fires. The attack from the northeast was stopped
before it reached the wire. The continuous defensive fires forced the enemy to
attempt to withdraw, but the volume of automatic fire and bursting munitions

13k
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west, Company C landed east of the base at 0845 hours and be¢gan a search of
that area, The Battalion Reconnaissaiice Platoon, and two platoons from Comps
D were brought into reinforce Company B, and to assist in the sweop to the nc

As the swaep around the base concluded, 323 NVA bodies, 10 PW's, 39 AK-47
rifles, 2 light machineguns, 2 (Omm mortars, 90 rounds of 60mm ammunition, 2
RPG launchers, 230 RPG's, 500 hand gronades, 8!t satchel charges, 10 bangalore
torpedoes, and 3000 rounds of small arms ammunition were recovered. That
evening at 2000 hours, the Base Commander (MAJ Hacia) ordered a test firing c
all weapons as a precaution in the event of continued enemy attacks, Moments
after the test firing began, the base received small arms fire from 360 degrae
and several 75mm recoilless rifle rounds, Within 15 minutes they also recels
a light volume of mortar and rocket fire, The base returned the fire with
automatic weapons, "Killer Junior", and artillery, This duel lasted until 21
hours, when firing ceased, A third enemy attack had been aborted by the init
tion of the test fire, 3 NVA bodies were recovered from this attack,

12. COMMAND: The base was under command of Major Joseph L, Hacia, Executive
Officer, 3rd Battalicn, 22nd Infantry. CPT Larry B, Thomas commanded B Compa
of the Battalion and CPT Dickson A, Neal commanded Battery A, 7th Battalion,

11th Artillery., Major Hacia alternated his positicn between the observation

tower and the TOC bunker, CPT Thomas positioned himself along the bunker lin
at the point of the main attacks. The battery commander remaine at the batt
firing position,

13. COMMUNICATIONS:

a. Radio - The operation was controlled on the Battalion (3-22 Inf) Com
mand Net. The TOC bunker had one radio on the Battalion Command Net, one rad
on the Battalion Logistics Net, and one radio on the Company B Command Net,
the tower there were two radios, one on the Battalion Command Net and one on
Battery A Fire Direction Net. The Company B CP® had one radio on the Company
and one radio on the Battalion Command Net, Battery A operated on their Fire
Direction Net and monitored the Infantry Battalion Command Net.

b, Wire - The communications bunker was located 15 meters from the TOC,
The switchboard had connections to the TOC, the towsr, the FDC, the Company B
CP, and the platoon CP's, In addition to this wire nei, there was a "Hot Loo
connecting the TOC, Company B CP, FDC, and platoon CP's, There were also dir
lines from the tower to the TOC and FDC, The switchboard operators in the
communications center had been iistructed to connect all stations in & confer
ence call at the first sign of enemy contact, this addition to the "Hot Loop*™
provided two open circuit telephone systems.

1k, RESUPPLY: Seven CH-47 sorties were required to resupply FSB Crook on th

I 7
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MGO  7.62mm

Hand Grenades (Frag)

Caliber ,50 MG

66mm Rocket (LAW)

4,2" Mortars

81mm Mortar:

40mm Grenadess
90mm RR:

Claymore Mines
Trip Flares
Hand Flares
105mm Howitzer
155mm Howitzer
8 inch Howitzer

175mm Howitzer

HE
ILLUM
WP
cS
HE
ILLUM
WP

HE

120,820 j;ounds
300

13,000 rounds
156

477 rounds
353 rounds
57 rounds
3+ rounds
822 rounds
567 rounds
913 rounds
5197 rcunds
114 rounds
38 rounds
192 rounds
274

328

324

1764 rounds
843 rounds
96 rounds

75 rounds
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ter, fused with a nonelectric blasting cap, &nd connecled 10 Lie DBAKPpEU CRE
with detonating corde.. Upon ignition, the C4 ruptures the rolled wire as |

shaped charge blows the disintegrating mass in the direction of the enemy,
ty of these devices were positioned sround Fire Support Base Crock and used

devastating effect on the enemy assaull, troops,

b. Fougasse, BEight 55 gallon drums of Fougasse were positioned aroun:
base, but the enemy troops took great ocare in avoiding the ground in front
these devices,

c. Six of the eight M-60 machineguns belonging to the artillery batte
were placed on the bunker line and manned by the rifle company., This doubl
the number of machineguns firing from the bunker line.

d. The rifle company 1st Sergeant maintained a P.L.L, for small arms
established a repair point in a bunker, Weapons which malfunctioned were i

iately brought to this point for on site repair.

e. Three smudge pots were kept at each perimeter bunker, allowing the
1ine of the camp to be marked throughout the night, '

f. This Battalion had adopted a polisy of rotating rifle companys in
out of the Fire Support Base at two to three wveek intervals, This periodic
change increased the morele and alertness of the troops and caused them to
their new surroundings with a oritical eye, Constant improvements were mad
the defensss and internal arrangements of the base, in a spirit of competit
between the companies,

g. A ready reaction force wus eomposed of support personnel and organ
into three squads with an AN/PRC-25 radio and M-60 machinegun each, They w
rehearsed to reast as squads, reinforcing designated sectors, or to reast a
entire platoon to a major threst from any direction,

h, The Battalion maintained a forward aid station at Fire Support Bas
Crook, manned by the Battalion Surgeon and three senior aid men from the Ba
1lion Medical Platoon, Thus they had the capacity to perform life saring su
gery in the event that the enemy anti-sircrafl fire would delay medical ewm
ation, There were landing zones inside and outside the perimeter, Nedieal
evacuation was performed at 0530 hours each morning from the interior landl

sone. Gunships provided cover for the MEDEVAC helicopters,

i, Ammunition was prestocked in three main ammunition supply points a
in eighteen small supply points positioned behind the fighting bunkers,
presluded any heavy loss of amsunition from enesy fire and ed the amou
of time and exposure of personnel in resupplying the fighting bunkers.
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Weapons Captured:

AK-47 - Sk
Light MG - 2
.51 Cal, MG -1
R,P,G. Rocket Launcher - 3
60rm Mortar - 2
Appunition Captured:
60mm rounds - 90
R,P.G, rounds =230
Hand Grenades -500
Satchel Charges - 84
Bangalore Torpedoes - 10
Small Arms Ammunition - 13,000

17, ANALYSIS: The overwhelming victory achieved at Fire Support Base Crook is
attributable to planning and motivation. The personnel at FSB Crnok were physi-
cally and mentally prepared for any contingency. When the enemy moved en masse
against them, they calmly and efficiently destroyed them.

a. The physical structure of the base provided excellent frontal, rear,
lateral and overhead protection for the personnel, and it was constantly being
improved. Three wire obstacles stood betwesn the bunker 1line and the enenmy.
Flat, well-cleared fields of fire surrounded the base, The fire power of all
weapons in the base could be used against an attacking force. Six howitters,
four mortars, twelve machine guns, automatic rifles, recoilless rifles, grenade
launchers, claymore mines, and "Super Claymores" provided a shield of fire
around the base.

b, A well-equipped and trained reaction force was available to reinforce
any sector of the base.

¢. Communications, ammunition supply, wespons maintenance, and medical
aid were specifically structured to function efficlently under heavy attack.

d., Mot only was the system of fire support preplanned, it was thoroughly
understood by all concernsd. The Rifle Company Commander, Battery Commander,
the Artillery Liaison Officer, the Brigade Air Liaison Officer, the Brigade
Aviation Officer, the S3 Air, platoon leaders and forward observers had all been
briefed that, in the event of an attack on the base, the 155mm and 8 inch support-

/30
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AC-119 gunships flying above the patli of incoming artillery. In this manner
there would be continuous fire in concentric rings around the base, and all s
able supporting fires could be employed simultaneously., When this system hac
be implemented, it was done rapidly and smoothly, since everyone understood ¢
pl&n.

e, Barly warning from radar, seismic sensors, and night observation dev
enalled the base to initiate a preemptiva attack by fire on the enemy weapons
emplacements and attack positions, Although this did not prevent the eneny
attack by fire or ground assault, it did severely reduce their coordination a
effectiveness as evidenced by a 400 to 1 KIA ratio.

fo After the enemy ground attack failed, the supporting fires were onpl
to pursue and destroy the withdrawing enery, This retention of an offensive
spirit was the most significant. factor in this operation. A4 defensive situat
was turned into an offensive situation in which the destruction of the masse

eneny forces becamanthe objective,
A0 KL,

7 Incl MICHAEL D. KBATING

1 = Situation Overlay Major, Armor
(Incl wd HQ, DA) Commanding

3 = Enemy Situation 5-6 June

4 - Friendiy Fire 5-6 June

5-~ Enemy Situation 6-~7 June

6 - Friendly Fire 6-7 June

7 = Alr Photograph of FSB Crook

Q
oy

COMUSMACV, Attni J3

CG, USARV, Attns G3

CG, II FFV, Attns G3

CG, 1st Inf Div, Attn: G3
CG, 9th Inf Div, Attni G3
CG, 1st Air Cav Div, Attn: G3
CG, CMAC, Attm1 G3

CG, 199th LIB, Attn: G3
CO, 11th ACR, Attn: S3

- CG, RTAVF, Attns G3

- CG, ATF, Attns G3
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Report Number: 25-246-69 4, Statust Returnoco
Date of Reporti July 69 S5, Dispositions PWCP
References VIETHAM 1150,000 6230 I, Series L7014

Bicgranhical Datas

a, TRAN MINH DAb Aliass BAY DAO
VRANX MINH DAOV

b, Position/Rank:s Senior Captain

¢ Unit/Organization/LBNs Combat Tactics Section SR-1

d, Date/Place of Birthi 1934/Saigon

e, Place of Residences Same as POB

fe+ Occupation: Student

ges Education: ‘7 years

he Religion: ‘Buddhist

i, Marital Statust Single

jo Number of Children: Yone :

k, Father: TRAN VAN THANH (D) - Mother: . DUONG THI DUOC (D)

1. Relatives Working for the VC or GVN: TRAN VAN HAT-Brother-in-law
VC. cadreman in an unknown "location,

Circumstances .of Capture:

aes Capturing Unit: B/z'/iu Inf OPCON to 1/5th Mech, 25tn Inf Div
b, DTG/Place of Captures 10 1000 Jul 69 XT 577 270

ce Activity at Time ¢f Capture: Hiding in a tunnel

d, Weapons/Equipmeni in Possession: ‘ None

0s Documents/Identification Papers: 5 Pounds Documents

DOWNGRADED AY 12 YEAR INTERVALS;
NOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED.

Coneroen 1,a;, DOD DIR 5200.10
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Socurity Socrotary of tho 306th Viot Minh Bn, As Socurity Socrotary, his

position was on tho same rank basis as squad loador,

Approximatoly Sopt 1950 until June' 1951, SOURCE took Officors Training
tho Viot Minh, S0URCE states that his training consisted of woapons, disci-
plinoe and tactjcs training, Tralning wos givon at SR-7 at Ba Ria (P),

June 1951 until Docembor 1952 SGURCE attondod Combat Leaders School at
Cat (D), SR-?, This training consistod of classes on attack principlos and
loadorship capabilitios, 2lso infantry training,

From January Of 1953 until October of 1954, SOURCE sorved as Co X0 of t
916th Co, 306th Viet Minh Bn, In Octobor 1954, SOURCE went to NVN, Ho ro-
coivod ordors with 5 othor officors in his unit,

From Doc 1954 until March of 1956 ho took treoining on how to bocomo &
Battalion Commandor, Training consistod of classos and practical uxorcises
how to manouver a largo forco, SOURCE also statod that thoro woro alsc pol
ticrl classos involved, This training was given at Thai Nguyon Provinco,

In March 1956, SOURCE was assignoed to the 1st Bn, 305th Viet Minh Div ¢
jts Commander, SOURCE sorved in this capacity until 1957, In 1957 SOURCE v
assignod to tho 338th Div in tho caopacity of G~-1,

Duo to SOURCE's mony positions in tho Viet Minh and his othor outstond:
accomplishments, timo is not availahlo to covor thom all in this roport.
SOURCE has dovotod his ontiro 1lifo to militaty servico.

9, Informaticn Gnineds
SR-1 Organization: In fugust 15¢7, SOURCE joinod SR-1 in the capacity of T«
tics training officor, Ho was assignod to this position by tho military cor
of North Viotnam '
SR~1 has 3 mein soctionst 1) Staff Soctiong 2) Political Soctionj anc
Roar Sorvice Soction, -
(1) Staff Soction has 12 soctions subordinate to its
1, Mossago and docoding soction
2, Combat Arms soction
3. Recon ssection
L, Engincors soction
5 Information soction
6, Mlitoery Intolligonco saction
7. Administrative soction
8, Sapper section
9, Militla soction
10, Militery mobiloe advisory soction
11, Mlitary Tactics soction
12, Military force section
1, Mossage and docoding suction is rosponsiblo tor sending and recoiv
messages, Thoy also see to it that all mossagos go to the corroct LBN,
2., Combat Arms soction is rosponsiblo for sooing to it that all units
kopt up to strength,
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10,
11.
12,
(2)

(3)

iInformatlon soctllon 1s rusponsiblo 1or 1toms such os wiaouro Lo 11lnd

pooplo and photography on the battlofioeld,

Military intolligonco soction is rosponsible for gathoring toctical

information on US and ARVN units,

Adiministrative soction is rospoasiblo for all dissomination of crdors

and paporwork p:rtaining to uiits subordinato to SR-1.

Seppur scetion is rospoasiblo for training and oquipmont of soppor

pursonnul,

Militia soetion is rosponsiblu for grouping pcoplo in hamlets to join \

rorction~ry forcus and thuir politicnl indoctrination,

Military mobilo advisory socti-n is rosponsiblo for advising units on

what arovas thoy shhuld oporcte in and on mhvomont,

Military tactics soction is rosponsible for training infuontry cfficors

on what typo of toctics to uso on tho battlofiold,

Military forcos soctiwm is respoasiblo for assipgning soldiors of

infiltration groups to their units,:

Tho Political sovetions Compnrsc of 6 subordinate suctions., Thoy aro

as follows:

1. Propagmnda and treining soction, This scction is rusponsiblo fir

dissominaticn of propaganda and tho politic:l indoctrination of

civiliaons,

2+ Orgenizaticn scetion, This soction is rospensible for scruvning

" and chockiig “n puople whe want te join tho VO organization and
tho communist party, .lsc thoy chock -n the actions of tho
pucplo who aru already mombors,

3, Cadromon soction, "This suoction is weinly roeupoasible fur toking
tho bast soldiors and putting thom in positiens which arov fitting
to their qualitios, Thoy alsoe hondle tho porsonal affairs of
high ranking cadro,

4, Civilimn prosolyling soction is rosponsiblo for rocruiting villa-
gors for VC lcbor,

5. Military prosolyting survos tho same purpesc as tho draft board,

6. Socurity soctisn is responsiblo for maintainiag unit socurity.
Thoy surve tho same purpesc as our military intolligenco and
countur-intolligence dotachmonts,

Rear Service section is composod of 5 subordinate soctiwms:

1. Planning section, This section is responsible for making plans
on how to get supplies from one voint to another, This 1is done
by the use of civilian laborers,

2., Quartermaster section. This section is responsible for the
dissemiiation of supplies, such as ammo, food, clothing and
weapons,

3, Ordnance section, This soction is respoasible for procuremont
of weapons and means of comrunication,

4, Finance soction, This saction is rosponsiblo for collocting taxes
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hospital,

Missions SOURCE was to be taken by means of a commo-1liaison personnol to an
unk area of the Boil Lol Woonds, This commo—1iaison was to meet him at 101800
July 69 at Sa Nho (1) (H) XT576275. SOUKCE was captured prior to meeting
this commo-liaison, He states that his commo-1lialson was to take him to o
mecting between himself and all the ofiicers (company grade and highor) of tl
ist and 3rd Bns, 208 Regt, SOURCE was to advise them on now tactics of combx
devised by tho Military Tactics Section of the Staff Soction, Sh~-1, Thoeso
tactics included: 1) choosing ambush sites, 2) opon field combat and night
movements, SOURCE statos that due to heavy lossos suffered, now tactics wor
being dovised for each unit undor tho control of Sub-Region 14
Locations: SR-1 Hoodquartorss XT5638

Quyot Thang Rogt MQs: XT814084

268th Rogt HQss XT532315, XT506332, and XT5132, SQU..CEE statod
that tho throe above aroes aro all usod as Rogt hoadquartors bucauso thoy
froquontly movo from placo to place, Thoy aro now 1ocatod at XT506332.
Locations of tho 101st Rogt and 88th Regt oro unkmown.,
Unit organizations and dosignations:
SR-1 1s composed of 4 regiments. They are the Quyet Thang Regt, the 268th R
the 88th Regt and the 101st Regt, ‘

The Quyet Thang Regt with 3 3ns is also known as the Thang Dong Regt.
1st Bn is designated as the Thang Dong 1 Bn; 2nd Bn as the Thang Dong 2 Bnj
Lth Bn is designated as the Gia Dinh 4 Bn, OSOURCE states ho has no lmowledg
of the Bns' areas of operations,

The 101st Rogt has three Bas and is also lnown as the 16th Regte. SOURC
knows no other Bn designation other than 1, 2, and 3, Bns areas of oporatic
aro not known to SOURCE.

268th Rogt has three Bns. The 263th Regt is also designated as tho D2¢
and Ben Tre Regt. Three Bns are designated K-1, K-2, and K-3 , also Ben Tre
2, and 3. Bns areas of oporation areo uiknrown to SOURCE,

SOURCE states that tho 88th Rogt is not now part of SR-1., The 88th wa:
sent to Tay Ninh (P) and is now part of the 9th VC/NVA Div,

SOURCE states that sach rogt has its own Political Staff and Roar Sorv:

sectionss Ho has no knowledgo of their locations, -
Replacemonts: SOURCE states that somctimo in July 1969, tho 268th Rogt wil
recoive 450 new replacemonts, He could not give information on tho oxact -
or placo, Thoy will go to tho 268th A0, Sourco has nogative knowlodgo of
other roplacements,

Porsonalitloss

SR-1 Commanding Officers

TAM LE THANH Division Commandor (Rank), SR-1 CO, afw K~54, locatod vic
of tho southern part of Dau Ticng District, Sourco statos this man is fort
soven years old, tall, aad has graying hair.

NAM LE, asst SR-1 CO, loc~ted sanc as TiM LE THANH, a/w k-S54, 45 yoors
modium height, black hair,
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Military Tactics oectlon Chlefy D4 KHUNs, &1 yoars old, a/w b~)%, 1CC
unloown,

INTERROGATOR COMMENTS s
Interrogstion was ended bocause due to lack of sleop and rost, source
became groggy. Source was in good heoalth and answered gioestlons willingly.

DTG of Interrogations 10 1300 July 1969
Interrogator/Interprotor: JOHN HAMPTON/SSG TUOU (ARVN)

Roport Number: 25-246-69 (Part II)

Additional Information Report on TRAN MINH DAO, captured by B/2/14 Inf and 1/5
Mech, 25th Inf Div, at XT 577 270 on 10 1000 Jul 69, VCPW

In tho devised new tactics of SR-1, -Sourco gave the following informationi

He stated that the Quyet Thang Rogt has tho rosponsibility of opurating
from Hwy #8 down to Northern Saigon (ho stated that the VC call that aroa thos
“Porimoter Fronllino®), Tho 268 Regt oporatcs in tho Phu Hoa (V) arva over to
Trang Bang and tho VC call this arca tho "Middlec Frontlino of SR-1%, Tho 16th
or 101st Rogt oporates in tho Bon Cat and Dau Tiong aroca (which tho VC call thos
“Tnstallation Protocticn Frontline?), He statod that bosidos thoso throo rogts
in SR~1 thoy have 2 Artillory Bns (tho 8th and 9th) to support and movo accord-
ing to Frontlino requiromants,

Sourco statod that tho now tactics in SR-1 were brought about bucauso Alliod
troops woro cloaring away most of tho torrain, Ho statod that most of tho units
of SR-1 aro going to chango to guorrilla and sappor tactics rcthor than Main
Forco ground attacks, He also stated that they plan to have more sniper acti-
vity and more use of mines,

(4) Choosing Ambush Sitess

Source stated that the VC have devised plans to attack small units
rather than large units, Source also stated thal the attacks would depeond on
the road situation and the area they are in,

(B) Open Field Combat:

Source stated that in open field combat they aro going to rely more on
mine fields rather than troop combat,

(C) Night Movementss

Source stated that their attacks at night will now bo sapper attacks
rather than by strength, He also stated thot in traveling at night they will
break ¢own into small units and travol difforont directions to roach thoir
destlination,

Sourco stated that the rcason thoy wore changing thoir tactics was
becauso most of tho torrain had beon clearod away and hoavy lossos havo boen
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they sond them letters of instruction on counter-attacks,
Added Informations
Sourcae stated that tho 268 Rogt is an Infantry unit, but they arc planni
to change tho 268 Rogt to a sapper unit, He also stated that tho Quyet Thang
Rogt will also be changod, Tho 101 Rogt will romain an Infantry unit. .
Source stated that at tho timc of his capturo, he was on his way to tho
HQs of the 268 Regt to tell them of tho now plans and to give tho CO tho
letters of instruction. Ho said ho was intonding to give sapper training.

DIG of Rointorrogationt 11 0915 Jul 69
Interrogator/In! rpretors SMITH/NHO (ARVN)

Additiona). Information Roport on TRAN MINH DAO, Captured by B/2/14 Inf and 1/
Moch, 25th Inf Div at XT.577 270 on 10 1000 Jul 69, VCPW

Source said that SR-1 got civilian laborors and collects taxcs from
people, Source knew little about the people‘s association with his unit beca
the people were handled by the rear service section, _

Source saild the psychology of SR-1 is to win the people to their side,
Source said they do this by using much propaganda, Source said this is done
the propaganda and training section of SR-1, Source did not know the specifi
methods this section uses,

Source said the VC and SR-1 think they can win the war politically by
getting the people to the communist side, but the source said he did not thin
they could win the war militarily,

Source said his unit, SR-1 is making contribution to the war offort by
training good soldiers for tho communist side,. Ho did not know if the puople
in the Citadol wero making worthwhile contributions because tho planning sect
takes care of the people,

Sourcoe stated that SR-1 can hold out until tho coazlition govermmont is
formed, bocause his unit has enough supplios and spreads enough propaganda tc
keop the war going.

Sourco said the degroc in which the Communist are Anti-US and Anti-GVH 3
absolute, Source said th. communists are more Anti-US and Anti-GVN than any-
thing olse thoy might beliovo in, ’

Sources believes thoir is no psychological way for us to appeal to SR-1,
because they are so thoroughly indoctrinatod with Comrmunism and so Anti-US ar
Anti-GVN,

Sourco said the best way to appeal to the Citadol pooplo is to uso count
propagonda and when US troops go on oporations, they should not bother the
Citadol people any more thon is absolutely necessary.

The biggest factor of motivation to the pooplo in tho Citadel 1s propege
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Interrogator/Interpreter: STADTHER/3SG HUU (ARVN)

Additional Information Report
Source was re-interrogated on locations of major Sub-Region 1 units:

Sub-Region 1/COSVN Communications, and Codes and LEN's of Sub-Region 1 Sectlons.

LOCATION OF MAJOR SUB-REGION 1 UNITS:

The headquarters of SR-1 and its major units are small highly mobile groups
which have no fixod location, The units movements are all guided by commo-
liaison directed through SR-1 Communications Centor, The only semi-pormanent
location in SR-1 is the Cormunications Center. Two nmonths ago it was located
at XT 605 393, Source bolioves it is still located thero,

SR-1/ COSVN COMMUNICATIONS:

A1l communications betwoon SR-1 hoadquartors and its higher and subordi-
nate units is done through the communications conter,

SR-1 rocoives its orders from COSVN, Plans or major strategies or offen-
sivos come down by letter, All othor communications botweon SR-1 and COSVN
aro by radlo-teletype, Only the tolotype radio is usod for signal communica-
tions between SR-1 and COSWN, Communications between SR-1 and lower units is
effectec by use of vocal transmission radios and cormo=liaison only, There
are no telephones or field phones using wire commnications in Sub-Region 1,
Communication is made mostly at night. Source received his orders and training
plans directly from the Chief of Staff of SR-1 NAM LE, They would meot at tho
trail junction vic XT 568 366, He was always taken to tho units or mecting
places where training was to be conducted by commo-liaisons,

SUB-REGION i COMMUNICATIONS CENTER:

The SR-1 communications conter was located at XT 605 333 two months 270,
Source belicves that it is still there. Tho unit designation is H-7 and theo
LBN of tho unit is HT A7/78235%4C, The mission of this unit is to maintain
commnications between COSVN and 3R-1 and botweon SR-1 and all of its subor-
dinato units, It also controls tho dispatching of commo-liaison and scos that
mail reaches tho proper LBN, The S-2 Soction of the unit is responsible for
monitoring US/ARVN 1:dio transmissions,

The Commo-Center is located in a bunker~tunnel complex which is well
camouflaged and very difficult to see on the ground. It cannot be seen from
the air, Friendly oporations have passed right over the center but have not
seen it, The entrance is a camouflaged tunnel, The main center is a large
bunker which is fortified by large beams as overhead cover., Three months ago
it was hit directly by a B-52 strike and wis partially caved in, Several
people wore Xilled and wounded in the B-32 strikec but the Commo-Contor was soon
robuilt in.the same location, The centor is protccted by a minofield and
boobytraps, Obscorvation posts in the area are manned by a fow snipors to dolay
and provide advanced early woarning of approaching US/SRVH troops. If troops
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¢ooks rice with an oven in the complexs On rainy days the smoko rises and
could be seen from the air, There wore other bunkers on both sides of the
road in grid square XT 6039 within a fow minutes walk from tho road, Thoy e
be alternate locations of the Commo-Centor or other soctions of SR-1.
CODES/LBN®S of SR-1 SECTIONS
Sub~Region 1 consists of threc socilons and thoir sub-sections, Thoy ax
(1) Staff Soction, (2) Political Soction, and (3) Rear Servico Scction, Thoi
unit designations and LBN's aro as follows1
Staff Soction Unit K-10 LBN HT782352C
Combat Scction LBN Af1 78235ZC
Military Intolligonce LEBN A2 782352ZC
Military Force Soction LBN A/3 782352C
Militia Seetion LBN' A/4 782352C
Enginocers Section LBN Af5 782352C
Artillory Soction LBN A/6 78235ZC
Communications Section (H-7) LBN Al7 782352C
Source does not remomber othor Sub-Soctions codos,
Political Soction Unit X-20 LEN HT 78236ZC
Source does not know tho sub-sactions codes,

Other Informationi

An NCO Training School is usually located on NUI CaU (location unknown)
Mountain north of Dau Tieng, There is no training there presently since peop
cannot be spared to go to school,

INTERROGATORS LOMMENTS,

Source was very intelligent and in good health, He answered all questio:
readily and was cooperative,

DTG of Interrogation: 12 2130 July 69
Interrogator/Interpreter: 1LT FLY/SS3G NHO (ARVN)

Additional Information Report on TRAN MINH DAD, Chieu Hoi, detainod by B/2/14
Inf, 25th Inf Div, on 10 1000 July 69 at XT 577 270

Source was reinterrogated on the (1) Effectiveness of US operations and
tactics in the Citadel arca, and (2) VC units and missions in the Citadel are:

The US forces in the Cu Chi, Trang Bang, and Tay Ninh areas have been ve:
successful according to the source, They have constantly inflicted heavy cast
tles on the VC Main Force, Local Force and Guerrilla Forces in these areas, C
the 3 Main Force Regiments in Sub-Region 1, the 268th Regiment has the worst
record for consistently sustaining heavy casualties and being unable to mount
large operations, The Quyet Thang Regiment also has sustained heavy casualtic
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The Rome Plow land clearing operations are causing the VC stratogists the
groeatest problems of any US tacties, They hurt the Main Forco troops bocause
thoy eliminate thoir ability to concontrate, This onablos the US Forces to
operate safoly in Company and Platoon size elements and still defoat the VC
olements they como in contact with, The 268th Regiment in particular has much
difficulty in operating in cleared areas, The clearing operations have forced
them to break down into squad and platoon size elements and spread out in the
hamlets of the Citadel area and the Bol Lol Woods

Source recommends that continued and more extensive clearing of the
following areas would greatly damage the ability of the VC to operate in these
areass

Phuoc Hiep

Phuoc Thanh

An Tinh

Gia Loc

‘Loc Hung

Trung Lap

Ap Rang

Dong Lon (Bau Soi)

Rung Tre (Rung Cay) XT 505 201

Gia Dinh

Go Noi

Suggestions for US Oporations:

Source says the Citadel units always avoid contacts with US Forces in the
daytime, . When they are forced to fight it is called counter-sweep oporations
and they use counter-sweecp tactics. Thoir attacks against US installations
will be at night using sopper tactics. The way to make them fight during the
day is by first locating a spocific target through intelligonecce, When it is
locatod attack with artillery and airstrikes using napalm to destroy boobytraps,
mines,bunkers, and flush out the enomy., The infantry should be divided into
two elementss

(1) attacking the objective, and

(2) blocking tho roar routes of rotreat,

In the rainy season especially, the infantry is better than armor for such oper-
ations, because the armor is restricted to fewer avenues of approach , is
easily detected, and always leaves holes for the VC to escape, Source believes
in the final analysis it is the lmfantry on the ground who can decisively en-
gage and defeat the VC forces, The VC, those who are woll trained in opera-
tions against armor, have little fear of tanks, He thinks that of all US tac-
tics against a small target, artillery preparation followed immediately by a
heliborne assault into the target area is the best tactic,

Trung Hung Attack: i
Tho 268 Regiment has tho miszion of countor-ambushing and annihilating a
US night ambush patrol in the vicinity of the Bo Heo (H) vie XT 545237, betwoon
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They may be able to fire some mortars on US Forces in that area,

Future Plansi '

The VC will not be prepared for any large scale attacks before September.
In September they plan for attacks in the Cu Chi and Tay Ninh areas, These
attacks are just in the preliminary planning stage now, They still plan for
attacks on Saigon, but any futuroe attacks will not follow the pattern of the
tactics of TET ‘68, The noxt time they will use smalled units and sappor tact
Future attacks will be dirocted mainly against -ARVN weapon and ammmunition con-
centrations, At the same time, they will launch attacks against small US unit:
in order to prevent the US from reinforcing ARVN units,

Their goals are:

(1) To destroy the increasing capability of ARVN Forces.

(2) To make good propaganda material for use in the political struggle
against the ARVN®s and US's, '

The Viet Cong are very concerned about the increasing capability of the ARVN's,
especially thelr use of modern and sophisticated weapons.

VC Capabilities in the Cu Chi (D), Trang Bang (D) Area:

(1) Trang Viet (Giong Viec (H), vic XT 608155) normally has 1-2 s uads of
Cu Chi District Forces,

(2) Xom Yoi (H) vic XT 615170, 1 squad of Cu Chi District Forces.

(3) Gia Be (H) vic XT 598183, 1 squad of Cu Chi District Forces,

(4) Mit Nay (Ap Cay Mit Nay) (H),vic XT 565182, 1 squad of Cu Chi Distric
Forces, Boefore this hamlet was rome plowed but now the grass and troes are
growing back enough to enable the guerrillas to operate again,

(5) Duong Trau (Ap Dong Trau Nho (H)) vie XT 549192, Also was rome plowe
but now is being used by 1 squad of tho Cu Chi District Forces.

They use this area to launch oporations along Highway 1 from Cau Suoi Sau
Bridge (XT 543176) to the crossroads at Highway #7 (XT 563167),

Tueir operations consist of planting mines. and forcing people to dig road
blocks, Their main mission is to counter the pacification program in the Cay
Trom (H), Phuoc Hiep (H), and Mit Nay (H) area,

(6) Tinh Phong or Bau Me (Ap Tinh Phong) vie XT 5319, XT5320.

1, Guerilla force - about 2 squads operate along Highway 1, Sometim
they infiltrate into pacified hamlets to attack the pacification force,

2, Trang Bang District Unit keeps about 2 squads there on different
occassions, They assist the guerrillas in infiltrating into Suoi Sau Strategi
Hamlst, to lay minss along Highway i#1 and to counter the pacification program.

3, SR~1 Military Intelligence Unit--assigned to COSVN--size unknown,
contains (a) a liaison section to liaison with the Saigon Intelligence, (b) a
Military Proselyting section,

MI .Chief is MUOI BAU (MUOL LEN), Senior 1LT, age 45, a/w K-54

pistol, Mission: In charge of recon and tactical information of Saigon
area, They operate an agent not in Saigon and forward intolligonce dire
ly to COSVN, S
Organization:. The section is headed by TU SAC and locatod in Bau
Covri0ENTIAL
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also have a radio,
The two subseotions are responsible for gathering information from

Tan Son Nhut Airbase, Quang Trung Training Center, Cemp Co Loa and other loca-~

tions in Saigon, They forward the information through the section in Bau Me
(H) to COSWN,

From May through July 1969, intelligence provided by the section at
Bau Me to Gia Dinh 4 Sapper Battalion resulted in three sabotage attempts on the

ARWN ammunition dump at Co Loa Base near Tan Son Nhut,

MIOI BAU, the leader of the section at Thoi Tam Than (V) was seloct-
ed to operate there because he was born and raised there and knows the area and
the people well,

TU SAC's section is respensible for intelligence only in the north-
exrn Saigon area,

Source has heard about the recent large US operations in the Tinh
Phom (H), Trang Bang (D) area, He teard that a few guerrillas and District
cadre were captured; but none of the membors of the MI Soction were captured.
The MI section is able to avoid capture in the followlng three waysi
. (1) They all have civilian ID's, Using these they can walk or ride down
the main highways to Trang Bang (V), Cu Chi %V) or Saigon city when there are
operations in the area and mingle with all the people,

(2) They all have ARVN identification and uniforms and sometimes pose as
ARVN officers and enlisted men, ’
(3) They are able to borrow an ARVN militery truck to help thom escape,
Source does not know how they do this or from whom they borrow the truck,
Personalitlies Description:
1, TU SAC - source does not know. him,
2., MUOI BAU - about 45 years old, bald to about the middle of his head, 1 meter
68 cm tall, thinning black hair, big build, not fat (used to be
& soccer player while studying in NVN), brown eyes, big bushy
black beard, Clothing = in Bau Me wears black pajamase
Sourco last mot MUOI BAU in Bau Me a fow months ago. They had beon friends in
NVN and accidentally met in a store in Tinh Phong (loc approximetely XT 533195)
about 1800 hrs, MUOI BAU bought source 5 Vietnamese boers in one hour and then
separatod, The store is a miscellaneous store which solls charcoal, boor, rico,
fish sauce and othor miscellaneous items, Source had boen in Ap Rang (H) (XT
575 232) and was invited down to Tinh Phong to rest by BA XUYEN, 1LT, intelli-
gence cadre of SR~1 when he met MUOI BAU,
3. BA XUAN -~ about L5 years old, long black curly hair, thin, black eyes -
very deep, thick black eyebrows, usually a stubby black beard and moustache,
no other distinguishing marks.
(7) Cay Duong (X, Ong Dam) vic XT 539232
1 squad hamlet guerrillas
Trang Bang District Force (Unknown size)
Operate together with Ong Dam Force
(8) Ao Oug Ta lvic XT 5282389
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probably a company would be the size located there,
Mission:s Counter US sweep operations in the area.
3. 83rd Rear Service Group
There is a liaison system there which organizes contacts with
merchants in Trang Bang to supply food and equipment to the VC, They someti
buy food and supplios directly off .tho trucks coming from Salgone
(9) Ap Rang (Xom Rang (1) & (2) vic XT 5623)

1. A few district cadre from Cu Chi District and 2 recon squads
the Cu Chi District Force are located in a few abandoned houses in Bao Gao (
565 236) in Ap Rang (2), Source can point out the houses from photos or the
air,

_Tarpets at Bao Gao (XT 565236) and Dong Lon (H) (XT 572245) 1
Bao Gao Personalities:
THE - Asst CO of the Cu Chi Local Forces and Guerrillas.
MANH -~ Same as THE, .
10 other unknown cadromen of Cu Chi (D).
-all cadremon are armed with K-54°s or AK-47°s
2 rocon squads of Cu Chi District Force
- -7 men in each (names unknown)
-armed with AK-47%s and B-40's (RPG-2°s)
1 house and 1-3 bunkers .
Dong Lont one platoon - sbout 20 men a/w AK-47's and B-4O°s
tunnels located in thick bushes; source can point out the area.
Miscellaneous Informations : .
A DINH, CO of SR~1 and TU TRUCNG, PO of SR-1, were killed in a US nig
ambush along the Vam Co Dong River in the vicinity of Tre Cao in May €9, Ti
wore on their way to COSVN HQ's where they had been summoned for a meeting,

Interrogator’s Comments: - )
This is the most cooperative and knowledgeable source this interrogato:

mot, His information is factual and accurate, It has been proven in field
exploitation, The potential value of this source has only begun to be recal!

DTG of Intorrogation: 20 2000 Jul 69

Interrogator/Intorproters 1LT JOHN M. FLY/SSG TUAN (ARVN)

Additional Information Report

Source was rointorrogated on tho organization of SR-1, Seven districts
mako up tho SR-1, These are: Dau Tieng, Ben Cat, Trang Bang, Bac Chi, Nam
Chi, Tay Mon, and Dong Mon, A map was drayn of these districts and will be
given to the Order of Battle Section, '

District Breakdown:
1, Dau Tieng District has:
a, One local force infantry company
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a. OCne local force infantiry company
b, One sapper recon platoon
c. One special action platoon
3, Trang Bang District has:
a, Two local force infantry companies
b, One sapper recon platoon
ce One special action platoon
4, Bac Chi District has:
a, One local force infantry coupany--lotter designation C15.
b. One special action company--letter designation C20.
ce One sapper recon platoon
5, Nam Chi District has:
. a, Two local force compenies--lettor designations C25 and C10,
One company infentry and the other sappor rocon
6, Tay Mon District has:
One special action company
7. DVong Mon District has:
One special action company

Areas of Operation:

Tho 16th Regt operates primarily in Dau Tieng and Ben Cat Districts. On
occassion, operations are conducted in Bol Loi Woods in Trang 3ang District.
Two artillery battalions support this regiment and the other districts in SR-1,
The D8 Artillery Battalion is organized with four companies as follows:
i x 82mm Mortar Company
1 x 75mm RR Company
1 x 120mm Mortar Company
1 x 12,8 Antiaircraft Company
The battalion is currently understrength as each company is operating with only
two platoons, S
The D9 Artillery Battalion is organized with 3 companles as followsi
2 X 122mm Rocket Companies (DKB)
1 x 107mn Rocket Company (H-12)
This battalion is also understrength,
The Quyet Thang Regiment sperates in Nam Chi, Tay Mon and Dong Mon Districts.,
The 268th Regt operates in Trang Bang and Bac Chi Districts, The rear base
camp of the 268th Regt is located in an unknown location in the Boi Loi Woods,
Source stated all of the local force units are currently understrength. A local
force company is composed of approximately 60 persons, however these same units
are currently operating with approximately 30 men 2nd organized in 2 platoons,

VC Capabilities in Cu Chi (D), Trang Bang (D) Areca:

Tn addition to the intorrogation report on 20 July 1969, sourco statod that
the following areas have been used frequently by VC units:

(1) Rung Tre, XT 5730 - one company of the k-2 Bn of the 268th Regt is
often located in this area, The terrain is able to conceal.a battalion size
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(2) Rung Cay Sop, Rung Sen, XT 6029, Torrain is capablo of concoaling a
company sizo force, Units of the K-2 Bn, 268th Rogt have froquontly oporatod
in this aroa, A unit using this location as a staging or baso aroa is brokon
down into groups of 10-15 poople for concoalment purposos,

(3) Rung Hang, XT 6326, Although tho Quyot Thang Rogt usually opuratos
in Nam Chi, Tay Mon and Dong Mon Districts whon thoy rofit and train this aroa
plus Bon Muong XT 6524, Go Dinn from XT 6318 to XT 6222 aro usod, Tho Saigon
Rivor is usod in going back to thoir area of oporation,

(4) Ba Song, XT 6123 to XT 6025, This aroa is used for administration
cadre of Bac Chi District, Sourco doos not know of any spocific target loca-
tions in this aroa,

Additional Targots:

1. BA TINH, Political Officor in chargo of all districts in SR-1, livos i
tho vieinity botwoon Xom Bau Soi (1) vic XT 577 246 and Xom Rang (1) vie XT
578 233, BA TINH is in chargo of all prosolyting activitios in SR-1, BA TIMH
also knows of many pooplo who work for the VC as spies and VC informants in
ARVN units, This poerson lives in a house and asourco statos ho can idontify
the house from aorial photos, Physical description of BA TINH is as follows:

Tall, palo comploxion, short black hair, usually woars black pajamas, has
logal ID card, has pistol (unknown type),

Usually BA TINH is home and sourco thinks if onemy troops approach TINH's hous
he hides in a socret tunnol (unk location) near his house,

2, MOC SON, Political Officer in charge of prosolyting activities in Tay
Mon and Dong Mon Districts, Tho xact lecation of SON's rosidenco 1s unknown,
however, sourecc is cortain BA TT d knows the spocific location, SON doos not
live in a house, rathor ho lives in a tunnel, Physical description is as

follows: .
Short, fat, black hair, woars black pajamas, has logal ID card, armoed with

K-5%, is usually in arca of Xom Bao Soi (2), XT 570 246,

VC Torminology in SR-1:
1, Tay Mon and Dong Mon Districts usually called “Neighboring Line Aroca*
2, Nam Chi District referrcd as “Hing Arca®
3. Bac Chi, Trang Bang Districts reforred to-as “Disputod Aroa®
L, Dau Ticng, Ben Cat Districts reforred to as “Roar Base Area”
Theso determinations are wads by tho SR-1 Commandor,

Interrogators Commonts: :

Interrogation continues to devolop torgots, Sourco is tho wost know-
lodgoable informent this 4intorrogator has over talkod to and displays a dofi-
nite willingness in holping to dovolop information,

DTG of Reintorrogations 21 2200 July 69
Intorrogator/Intorproter:t SINGER/SSG TUAN (ARVN)
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Ci15 - opproximatoly 35 peoplo

C20 - approximatoly 30 pooplu (No baso arcas lamown by sourco)

C25 - approximatoly 45 pooplo

C10 ~ approximatoly 25 pooplo
Theso local forco.units aro composod strietly of VC, Thoro aro no plans to
bring NVA pursonnel into thoso units. All of theso above mentional local forco
companies are understrength,

Replacements are obtained in primarily two ways:

1, Forcing people from local population to join unit,

2, Directing propaganda efforts to those people who are dissatisfiod
with the SVN Government thus encouraging those people to voluntarily Jjoin,
This method is preforroed as the VC think these pooplo will bo moro loyal.

Function of District Military Headquartors:

Each of the 7 VC districts has a district military huadquartors, This
is composod of 3-4 poople broken down as follows:

(a) Tho district military hoadquartors hoad who is also tho district
chiof, :

(b) An assistart district chiof,

(¢) A political officor for tho district.

(d) Somotimos, an assistant political offlcor.

Each district military hoadquarters rocoivos ordors from SR-1 hoeadquartors,
located in an unknown location in Bon Cat or Dau Tiong district. Commo-
liaison personnol aro utilizod for this, Local forco companies aro subordi-
nato to thior respcctivo district military hoadquartors, Local Forco units
nover leavo SR-1 or go to Cambodia, They operato only within thoir own dis-
trict, Each district military soction-givos ordurs to guorrillas as woll as
local forco units, Aftor the district military soction rocoives stratogy from
SR~-1 hoadquarters it is passocd on by commo~liaison puoplo to both local force
and guorrilla units. Thoro is coordination botwoon guerrillas and local
force units as the guerrillas often guide local force units into thelr area.

Location of District Military Headquarters:

Source believes the district military headquartors for Bac Chi District
is locatod at Bao Gao vic XT 565 236, Other hoadquarters locations unknown
to source.

Training for Local Force Units:

SR-1 headquarters has a training sectlion with approximately 10 people in
this section, Training instructions are propared by this soction and sont in
documont form with commo-liaison porsonnel to cach district military headquar-
tors between 2-3 times a year, From the district headquarters a commo-liaison
person takes tas document to oach company whero instructlons aro studied by
company cormancders and platoon leaders bofore thaoy instruct their units.
Training includess

1, Infantry tactics
2. OSniping at helicoptors
3, Anti-Tank tactics
4, Uso of boobytraps
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thore is a lack of weapons and modical supplios, SR-1 recolivos supplios fro
COSVN, No other spocific information could bo furnishod by sourco.

Armamont of local Force Units:

The usunl armsmont consists of AK-47°s, RPD (LMG), B-40°s, and 2 x 60mm
mortars,

Tacticst

Currontly, if an attack is not planned local forco units usually dispors
in smaller groups., MHowovor, theso local forco units do on occassion work
together if offensive action is planned,

The VC Main Force units® goals are still to penotrato the Saigon area.
In the past trying to penectrate the Saigon area with battalion sizo units ha:
not been too offective, Units of this size are too oasily dotocted, Tactic:
are now being changed to employ smaller uni*s, Emphasis will bo placod on
speed of movomont, shock attacks, and rapid withdrawal. In SR-1 all of tho \
Main Force units (16th Rogt, 268th Regt, Quyot Thang Rogt) will be broken do
into groups of 45-50 mon, Each group will bo commanded by a 1LT, Each grouj
will also have an assistant group cormander and PO, Three groups will compo:
a battalion. Battalion designations will be kept. The groups will not oper:
together in a battalioon size force, Using these smaller units they will bo
harder to dotect and engage. Current VC strategy has sot a target dato of Se
tembor 1969 for implementing this change., USource indicated ono big problem
facing tho VC now is finding securo areas to conduct - training,

Additional Porsonalities 1

BA XUYEN ~ in chargo of rcconnaissence on Highway 1 from Hoe Mon to Trar
Bang, Tho numbor of poople working for this porson is unknown to sourcc as
woll as his location. Source stated somotimos BA XUYEN is in Bao Gao aroa V.
XT 565 236, Aftor BA XUYEN gathors information on US/ARVN units on Highway !
a commo-liaison (unknown to source) takes information to SR-1 hoadquartors,

Physical doscription of BA XUYEN follows:

Black hair, 3% years old, modium build, sunburn compleoxion, has legal 1
card, no other alias name, a/w K-54 pistol,
BA XUYEN works for SR-1 Military Intelligence unit,

Interrogator’s Comments:
Source continues very willingly to help develop information,

DTG of Reintsrrogation: 22 2200 July 69

Intorrogator/Iinterpreter: 1 LT MICHAEL SINGER/SSG TUAN (ARVN)

Additional Information on TRAN MINH DAO, Chieu Hoi, Detained by B/2/ilth on
101000 July 69 at XT 577 270
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give thils instruction, This training group will consist of btetween 8-10 cadro
and they are first going to *rain the 2(:8th Rogt. Source indicated K-1 and
K~3 Bns, 268th are now receiving this training in Ba Thu, Cambodia, The

‘targoted complotion date for this special tralning is 30 July 69, for those

two Bns, Source beolieves K-2 Bn, 268th Regt is locatod in Trang Bang and Bac
Chi Districts with 1 company located in Rung Tro vic XT 5730 and tho othur 2
companios of tho K-2 Bn scattered throughout both districts. Possiblo loca-
tions for thoseo two companios aro Bao Gao vic XT 565 236 and Dong Lon aroa
vic XT 5319, Ap Tinh Phong aroa XT 5319, Xom Ong Dam vic XT 539 232 or tho 4p
Ong Dam aroa vic XT 528 238, The K-2 Bn will not go to Ba Thu, Cambodia to
rocoivo this training, Approximately 16 officors and NCO®s from tho K-2
battalion wore sont to Ba Thu to receivo 'his training with the K-1 and K-3
Bns, 268th Rogt., Those porsonnol upon complotion of training will rojoin uJha
K~2 battelion to traln thelr units,

Tho schodulod starting dato for training tho Quyet Thang Regt 1s uncertain,
however by the snd of August it is scheduled to be completed. Source believes
the VC will have great difficulty in meoting this timetable with the Quyet
Thang Regt as finding secure areas for the training is a major problem, Due
to this situation, training by these codre members will bo conducted in com-
pany rather than in battalion size units, The cadre will travel from Ba Thu to
prodetormined locations (unk to source) to moot ocach company, Possible train-
ing locations given by source include southern half of Ben Cat District, Rung
Lang areas vie XT 6326, Ben Muong area vic XT 6524 and the Go Dinh area vic XT
6318, After completion of training with the Quyet Thang Regt the instruc-
tional cadre will return to SR-1 headquarters, Source indicated the 16th
Regt will not receive any of this sappor-recon training,

Members of the 268th Regt and Quyet Thang Regt will receive training in
land mines only, The H~5 Sapper Battalion is trained in the use of water
mines, Most of the H-5 Sapper Battalion members wore trainod in North
Viemamg »

Sapper Trainings
The new sapper-recon training will be divided into two parts:

1, Techniques of Fighting--Spocial omphasis on using oxplosives. Evory
porson will roceive this training, All types of mines that US forces
now have will be covered, The objectives are not to only teach VC
methods of neutralizing these mines but alsoc eup.cyiry them against
US Forces,

2, Reconnaissance Tactics--Special emphasis on small unit movement, how
to move on any type of terrain and weather conditions, how to camou-
flage as well as penetrating onemy positions {getting through mine
flelds, lightod areas, and barbed wire). Penotration tactics will
include using terrain features to galn close access to installations,
instruction on cutting berbed wire and neutralizing early warning
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develop is a high morale for these 45-50 men sapper-recon groups, Source
doubts if this can be accomplished, rather Source believ s the VC hope that
at least 4-5 members of each group will attain this to ac. as a unifying for
within each graup,

Tactics after Sapper-Recon Training is Completed: ) .

The 268th Regt will operate primarily in Trang Bang, Bac Chi, and Nam Ch:
Districts, The Quyet Thang Rogt will concentrate primarily in penetrating tl
Saigon area in these sapper groups, The Gia Dinh 4 Sapper Bn will also con-
centrate on infiltrating the Saigon area, The 16th Regt will operate in the
same area as now,

Under this new operational plan after the 268th Regt and Quyet Thang Reg!
are trained they will train local force companies in these sapper—-recon te
These local forge units will use these new tactics in attacks, Local force
units will operate in company size elements, When not in contact units will
be broken down into smaller units for hiding purposes, Local ‘guerrillas will
not receive any training of this type from local force units, The guerrilla
units responsibility is primarily providing hamlet and village socurity,

Main targets in the Saigon area will includes ‘

1. Tan Son Fhut complex

2, Quang Trung Basic Infantry Training Center

3, ARVN ammo cache in Go Vap District

4, Co Loa, where ARVN tank units and ammo caches are located.

The 268th Regt will operate against small US/ARVN units in Trang Bang anc
Bac Chi (D), Source does not know when K-1 and K-3 Bn/268th Regt will relo-
cate from Ba Thu, Cambodig. '

UNIT STRENGTHS:

UNIT AUTHORIZED PRESENT STRENGTH
16th RBEGT 1200 750
268th REGT 1200 250
QUYET THANG REGT 820 500
D8 ARTILLERY BN 200 130
DS ARTILLEZRY BN 200 130
GIA DINH 4 BN 22 : i80
H5 SAPPER BN (Source Uncertain) . 50
83rd REAR SERVICE GROUP- (Source Uncertain) (Source Uncertain)
HQ, SR-1 (Source Uncertain) (Source Mncertain)

INFORMATION ON PRESENT SR-1 COMMANDER: .

TAM LE THANH, Deputy Colonel, is the new commanding officer for SR-1.
COSVN sent him in March £8 to serve as assistant SR-1 commander, THANH
inherited his present position when BA DINH, the previous SR~1 Commander was
killed in May 69, - THANH has wany past military achievements, In 1954 THANH
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COSVN sends strategy to SR-1 headquarters. I{HalHd"s responslbllily 1S 1n
implementing these tacties, As COSVN controls the over2ll strategy THAIH's
flexibility to introduce new tactics is limited.

Assistant Commanders for SR-11:

1, BA KIEN, L5 years old, a/w K-54, assistant SR-1 commander, LT Colonel,
KIEN was the 16th Rogt commander for 2 years and has been in the present
position for 8 months,

2, NAM LE, 45 years old, a/w K-54, assistant SR-1 commander, LE has been in
this position for 4 years, LE attended an artillery school in Communist
China beford assuming his present position, Source considered LE has tho
best abilities of any of the looders in SR-1.

3, BAY TUNG, 49 yoars old, a/w K-54, political commandor for all SR-1.

4, BA TINH~- in chargo of all proselyting activitios in SR-1, TINH's house
Jocation has been detormined from acrial phoos by source, Other locations
for these personclities are unknown,

Additional Porsonalities:

268th REGT
CO, HOANG CHI THANH, 43 years old, a/w K-S, Major
X0, BA DAU, 43 years old, a/w K-54, Captain
PO, PHAM THIET, 42 years old, a/w K-54, Major
Asst PO, BAY GA, 33 years old, a/w K-, Captain

K-3 BN[268th REGT
€O, HAIL KHOI, 38 years old, a/w K-54 Deputy Captain
PO, HAI THONG, 30 years old, a/w K-54, Deputy Captain
X0, BAY THEO, 28 years old, a/w X-54, Deputy Captain

QUYET THANG REGT

1 BN:
CO, TAN, a/w K-54, Captain
X0, CHEO, a/w K-54, Deputy Captain
PO, MH\N, a/w K~54, Deputy Captain

2 BNs )
CO, TH.NH, a/w K-54, Deputy Captain
X0, B4 M, a/w K-54, Deputy Captain
PO, NAM THOI, 36 years old, a/w K-S, Deputy Captain
Asst PO, BA SINH, 31 years old, a/w k-5, 1LT

GIA DINH 4 BNi :
CO, Ba THON, 30 years old, a/w K-54, Deputy Captain
X0, 10, 29 years old, a/w K-54, Deputy Coptain
PO, THO, 35 years old, afw K-54, Deputy Captain
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Source has no knowledge of other personalities or their locations,

Interrogator®s Comments:
Source continues to be extremsly cooperative.

DIG of Interrogation: 23 2000 July 69
Interrogator/Interpreters 1LT MICHAEL H, SINGER/SSG TUAN (ARVN)

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY s/ Michael Singer iLT
o) t/ JOHN P, SEAWELL

/, 4 . "‘f? (/ { CPT' M[

6971/“/[ [” )E”*'; Chiof, IPW Section

MICHAEL D. KEATING

Major, Armor

Division Historlan
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SUBJECT: Cembat After Action Interview Repert

THRU: Cammanding General
United States Army Vietnam
ATTN: Command Historian
APO San Francisco 96375

TC: Hsadquarters
Department of the Army
ATTN: O0,C.M.H,
Washington, D.C. 20315

1, TYPE OF OPERATION: Airmobile Raid,
2. DATE OF OPERATION: 19 July 1969.

3, LOCATION: Grid: XT589269; Sheet Number NQhB-l, Map Series 1501;
25th Infantry Divisien TAOR. '

L.’ CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Divisien,
5, PERSONS BEING INTERVIEWED:

a. MAJ Renald L. Eaker Jr., 5034033L8, 83, 1st Battalien (Mechanised),
Sth Infantry.

. CPT Bruce R, Richardsen, 516529365, Arty 1NO te 1st Battalien
(Mechanized), Sth Infantry.

c. CPT Jehn S, Regan, 001304764, CO, Cempany B, 2nd Battalien, ilith

Infantry.

d, CW2 James H, Hineline, 027264L59, Chief, Imagery Interpretatien
Sectien, 25th Military Intelligence Detachment, ' '

6. INTERVIEWING OFFICER: Divisien Histerian.

&N%gﬁy//?f/
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b, Cempary B, 2nd Battalien, lith Infantry (OFCON te 1-5 Mech).

8, SUPPORTING FQRCES:
ae Artillery.

)
(XT557170).

(2)
(XT5168256)

(3)
(XT582295)

Battery C, 1st Battaliem, 8th Artillery (105mm), FSB Devin
Battery B, 1st Battalien, 8th Artillery (105mn), FSB Pershing
Battery A, 3rd Battalien, 13th Artillery (155ma), FSB Patten Il

One Platms Battery D, 3rd Battalien, 13th Artillery (8 inch),

(L)
FSB Stuart IIT (XTL99197

b, Army Aviatien,

(1)
Pany.

(2)
(3)
(L)
(s)
(6)

9 UHIH heliceptera (Treep 1ift), 187th Assault Helicopter Cen-

1 UHIH helicepter (C&C Ship), 187th Assault Helicepter Company
6 AH1G Cebra gunships, Cempany B, 25th Aviatien Battalion,
2 AH1G Cobra guﬁshipa, Treep D, 3rd Squadren, Lun Javiiry.
2 AH1G Cebra gunships, Treep C, 3rd Squadrem, 17¢h Air Cavalry
1 UHIH helicopter (PSYOPS), Cempany B, 25th Aviatien Battallen

Ce UeSe Air Ferce,

Q1)
(2)
(3)
()

1 AC-47 gunship.

2 F-100 fighters.

2 A-37 fighters.

1 OV-10 ferward air centrel aircraft,

<y / e 74:«/
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ol tne oth Jlvision illlary intelligence etagimenst was periorming a rou-~
tine read-out of low level aerial photegraphs taken over Tu Duen Hamlet
(XT589267) when they noticed that the“last twe frames indicated a newly cen-
structed hut which was larger than the other huts in the area, and was dis-
tinguishable by its wooden roof, in contrast te the thatched roefs ef the
other huts in the vicinity. It was also noted that two heavily used trajls
by-passed this structure and converged at a point approximately 50 meters
to the southwest; however, there were no trails leading directly te this
structure. Four excavations were also noted: (1) a trench approximately
20 feet long, four feet wide, and four feet deep along the southwest side
of the House; (2) two holes, one at the west cerner and one at the seuth
corner of the hut; and (3) a hole at the north corner of the structure,
(See Inclosure 1)

On 13 June, a hand-held photograph of the same structure was taken by
the Aerial Swrveillance Section, G-2 Air, and the results indicated that
(1) a trench leading from the door ef the hut to the trail which passed to
the southeast had been excavated, as well as (2) three mounds which re-
sembled graves appeared at the northeast side of the house,

On 1 July, an Air Force photo reconnaissance mission revealed the ad-
dition of approximately twelve excavations which resembled graves on the
northeast side of the hut under surveillance, Also a possible "well" was
observed on the northern edge of these excavatiemns, as well as three new
mounds just nerth of the hut,

On 10 July, a prisoner, Trueng Van Thang, was captured by Company B,
2-1y Inf, in the vicinity of Sa Nho (XTS575275). After several interrega-
tions, Thang admitted that he was a member ef the lst Campany, 83rd Rear
Service Group, and stated that his unit had the responsibility of supply-
ing feed for NVA units. operating in the Tu Duon/Sa Nhe area. Thamg ad-
ditionally revealed that he knew the locatien of a house where 20-25 mem-
bers ef his unit stayed each night. These persennel arrived each night at
appreximately 1800 hours and remained until dawn the following morning,
He indicated that this house had been used every night fer the past geven
months, On 16 July, a Visual Reconnaissance mission was flown by the IPW
Section and hand-held photographs were taken ef the Sa Nho area, The
rhotegraphs were shown to Thang, who inmediately identified the same hut
which had been under surveillance by the Imagery Interpretation Sectiem,

On 12 July, the Aerial Surveillance Sectien, G-2 Air, Mad taken a sec-
ond set of hand-held photographs ef the hut, These photographs revealed
that (1) the trench previously noted as being 20 feet'long had been filled
in; (2) the hele en the seuth cerner ef the heuse had also been filled im;
(35 the hole on the north corner of the house was covered with an uniden-
tified material; and (4) the area of the suspected graves new resembled

/60

&M//o/co/\///'a/



-

4110 aALUYLD LI LA LLVIL A PAOVUTL V) WD Vlldibbi TRV L LA pYetvs AW VA Aes

to the S2 of the 2nd Brigade who in turn recommended the target to the

Brigade S3 for response. The Brigade decision was to conduct an early even-
ing airmobile raid and the mission was given to the 1lst Battalion (Mechanized)
Sth Infantry.

After a careful reconnaissance and evaluation of the objective, the Bat-
talion Commander decided to employ heavy preparatory gunship and artillery
fires, a close troop insertion, continuous close fire support, and a rapid
troop extraction., Two platoons fram Company B, 2-1; Inf, would be employed,

b. Terrain - The terrain in the target area is flat with no dominating
features, There is heavy brush northeast, east and southeast of the hut,
while the area to the west is open, being abandoned rice fields, There are
several abandoned huts approximately 150 meters south of the target hut
and a single abandoned hut approximately 80 meters to the north., Ground
observation and fields of fire are excellent on the west side of the target
and poor on the east side due to the brush. Aerial observation over the
brushy area is fair since the continuity of the vegetation is broken by
many small trails and shell craters, There are no obstacles to movement
by foot in the area.

¢, Weather - The skies were partly cloudy with light winds from the
southwest and no precipitation in the area on 19 July. Observation and
flying conditions were good. Sunset was at 1922 hours,

10, MISSION: Company B, 2nd Battalion, 1lith Infantry (OPCON 1-5 Mech) was
to conduct an airmobile raid at 1800 hours, 19 July 1969, to capture or des-
troy persomnel and equipment of the 83rd Rear Servi.e Group in and around
the target structure, '

11. CONCEPT QF OPERATION:

a, Maneuver - Campany B wes to conduct a nine ship (5S4 man) combat
assault to an LZ approximately 100 meters west of the target- area (XT587-
270) , assault the target structure and the adjacent area, complete a search
of the target area and return to the pick-up zone (XT587270) for extraction.

b, Fires -

(1) Helicopter gunship preparatory fires on the target hut -
H-6 minutes.

' (2) Artillery preparatory fires on the target hut - H-l minu@ls,
Preparatory fires shifted east H-l minutes to H-1 mimute,

161
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12, EXECUTION:

a, At 1730 hours, the command and control helicopter containing the
1-5 Mech Command Group (CO, S3, Arty LNO, SGM, and RTO) took off from FSB
Devin enroute to the target area.

b, At 1745 hours, the 1st Platoon, 3rd Platoon and Command Group of
Company B, 2nd Battalion, ljth Infantry, took off in a nine ship 1ift from
FSB Patton enroute to the target area.

¢, At 1746 hours, the Arty LNO began a nine minute countdown to the
%ime on target for the initial preparatory fires. Two batteries of 105mm
howitzers, one battery of 155mm howitzers, and two 8 inch howitsers were
laid on the target hut.

d, At 1754 hours, two Cobra gunships made a firing run from west to
east against the target hut and the hut to the north, Their rockets blew
the roofs off of both structures, and as they cleared the target area, the
Arty LNO gave the waiting batteries the command to fire,

e, At 1755 hours, the target hut and an area for 80 meters around it
was hit by 34 rounds of artillery, The battery fires were then shifted in-
to the brush north, northeast, and east of the hut (See Inclosure 3)., Im-
nmediately after the artillery fires were shifted, the escorting gunships
moved in and placed suppressive fires on the huts and on the area arcund the
landing zone,

f. The troop ships approached the landing zone from the north and
touched down 30 seconds after the last preparatory artillery round impacted,
At this time, numerous enemy were observed fleeing to the east and south
through the brush, The gunships began fiting passes over the area to the
east and the Arty LNO shifted all batteries and resumed fire to the south

‘to block that area. (See Inclosure L)

€0 As the troops hit the ground, the Company Cammander realized that
instead of landing in a trail formation as planned, they had landed in a
split trail and his 1st Platoon was advancing behind the 3rd Platoon, He
quickly ordered this platoon to move on line to the left, as the company
continued the assault, They received only sporadic and ineffective fire
from the withdrawing enemy and they rapidly overran the objective, killing
several fleeing enemy, As they secured their positions around the huts,
they began to check the rubble and numerous holes and bunkers in the area,
collecting prisoners (10 detainees), recovering abandoned equipment, and
counting the enemy dead (47 KIA), When the immediate target area had been
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the gunships again provided suppressive fires, The troop ships received
light fire from the east as they lifted off. (See Inclosure 5)

h., As the troop ships cleared the area, two F-100 fighters hit the
area with fragmentation baubs and napalm. This strike was followed by
another at 1935 hours by two A-37 fighters, At 2000 hours, the Division
G5 Saction diverted a UHLH PSYOPS helicopter to the contact area and broad-
cast "Surrender or Die" appeals for 30 minutes., At 2100 hours, an artillery
attack of 145 rounds was made on the contact area, and this was followed by
another PSYOPS mission at 2300 hours consisting of surrender appeals and
30,000 safe conduct passes and "Chieu Hol" leaflets being dropped.

i, On the foliowing day, 20 June, the 1-5 Msch conducted a reconnais-
ance-in-force through the contact area with one machanized and two rifle
companies, No contact was made with the enemy, but several additional en-
emy bodies and weapons were found, and large amounts of rice and medical
supplies were evacuated, Another PSYOPS leaflet mission was flown specif-
ically targeted against the 83rd Rear Service Group.

13, RESULTS:
a, Friendly Casualties and Losses: None,
b, Enemy Casualties:
(1) Kn - Sho
(2) Captured - 10,
Cc. Enemy Equipment and Supply Losses:
(1) 28 Ak-47 Rifles.
(2) 10 RPG-2 Rocket Launchers,
(3) 1 RPD Light Machine Gun,
(4) 2 K54 Pistols,
(5) 2 RPG rounds,
(6) 1 M1 Carbine,

(7) 1 Chicom Radio.
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(10) 6 lba documonis.
d. Results of Detainee Interrogat
Le Van Coung Alias Sau Cuong Status:t VC PW

Position: Pvt/Lsborer.

Unit: GC-130, 83rd Rear Service Group (C-130 transports supplies).

Weapons: 2 Hand Grenades. ‘

Information Gained: C=130 has about 30 men; the unit is subordinate
to the 83rd Rear Service Greup. Subject stated his mission waa to trans-
port rice by boat on the Saigon River where 1t #ould be picked up by civil-
ian laborers at various spots,’

No other significant informatdon.

Nguyen Van Thanh Alias Hai Status: NVA W

Position: Squad Leader-Rifleman. .
) Unit: 3rd Squad, 2nd .Platoon, lst Company, 2nd Battallom, 250 Regt,
AKA Bac Son Regt.
Weapons: 1 AK-U47 Rifle,
Information Gained: -Subject was to recon terrain in vicinity IT5727
for unknown reason. His unit now located in woods north of Tay Ninh,
No other significant information.

Dang Thi Mung (F) Aldias Hail Mung Status: VCG PW (WIA)

Position: Nurse.

Unit: A-17 Dispensary.

Weapons: None.

Information Gained: * Subject was a nurse; worked in the A-17 dis-
pensary located XT589268 in a bunker, A4-17 48 in support ‘'of Kom Trai Local
Forces who are in support of Cu Chi District Forcas.

No other significapt information gained.

Le Thi Sung «F) Statust CD
Information Gained: Denies knowledge, participation or support of
VC activities. Subject works in her mother's rice fields XT589266 and as

a hat maker. Classified CD because she lacked the proper ID card; had only
a temporary ID issued in 1966.

Yoy
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get an ID card.

Tran Thi Trung (F) Status: VCS CD

Information: None,
Classified CD bocause she had no ID card; subject claimed she did no
think she had to have an ID card until she was 18 years old. She is 16

years old.

Three osher detainees were classified as innocent civilians and re-~
leased,

e. JIntelligence Summary:

The installation destroyed in this raid had housed the A-17 Local
‘Porce Dispénsary, served as a supply point for the 83rd Rear Service Grov
and as 8 way station for YC/NVA elemsnts moving through the area.

lh. MLYSISZ

a, The acquisition of this target resulted from the alertness of Lk
imagery interpreters, the patient surveillance of a suspected target, and
the efficient teamwork of the various sections of the military intelliger

 detachment, A suspicious structure had been developed into a confirmed,
lucrative target.

b, The success of the operaticn was due to detailed planning and
violent execution. The precise timing and heavy volume of preparatory
fires produced a shock effect from which the ememy was given no opportun-
ity to recover; the assault troops were inserted close to the pbjlective
under covering fire from the gunships while the artillery pursued the
disorganized enemy and blocked their escape. The objective was seized
rapidly, while the continuous supporting fires prevented amy encny Ire-
orgsnisation. The ground sesrch was conducted thoroughly and swiftly aux
the troops were extracted befors the enemy could develop any sounter ac-
tion,

ce It is interesting to note the statements of an enemy senior cap
tain of Sub-Region 1, captured by the 2-l Inf on 10 July, concerning th
efficiency of U.,3, operations against the VC/NVA, 'Under interrogation,
the prisoner stated that, from his long experience, the most aeffectiva
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6 Incl MICHAEL D, KEATING
F—=Initied—AtrThoto- }Incls wd Major, Armor
~pedin-Bhoto—of 33 -Juky ) HQ, DA Conmanding
3 . Sketch - Preparatory Fires
L.~ Sketch - Troop Insertion
5 - Sketch - Assault, Search
and Extraction
6 . Ammunition Expenditure List

COMUSMACV, ATTN: J3

CG, USARV, ATTN: G3

CG, II FFV, ATTH: 03

CG, 1st Inf Div, ATTN: 03

CG, 1st Air Cav Div, ATTN: G3
CG, CMAC, ATTN: Q3

CCi, 199th LIB, ATTN: S3

CO, 11th ACR, ATTN: S3

O, 3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div, ATTN: 53
CG, RTAVF, ATIN: G3

CG, ATF, ATTN: 03
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Inclosure 6 to Incl 6

1.

2.

3.

Artillery Ammunition:

105mm - 1163 rds HE
155mn - 152 rds HE

8 inch - 18 rds HE

Air Force Ordnance:
500 1b bomb «~ 12 ea
500 1b napalm - L ea
750 1b napalm - L ea
Infantry Weapons:

Hand Grenadea (Frag) - 10

7.62"““, M60 H.G. - 500

5.56mm, ML6 Rifle - 500

M-79 Grenades -~ 30
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SUBJECT: Computerization of Data for
Operational Planning (0)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

"1, (U) GENERAL: During the first week of April 1969, the 25th Infantry

Division initiated a prongram to computerize the large volume of data which
results from operations in the Division area. The ultimate objective of
this program is to achieve the highest operational efficiency, The more
immediate goals are to draw accurate conclusions on the efficiency of tac-
tical operations, to identify trends of enemy activity, to provide accurat
data for operational reports, and to formulate a sound basis upon which th
Division can plan its operations.

2, (U) PROBLEM: The nature of the Vietnam conflict poses unique problems
for thnse who must interpret what s happening and for those who must plan
to dc scmething about it. The fluctuating contact with a variety of enemy
forces over differing terrain produces a great volume of unassimilated in-
formation. Friendly operations also generate a great deal of valuable in-
formation, but due to the pressures of combat, it is often not recognized.
Present methods of analyzing and interpreting this mass of information con
sume much time and effort, and often fail to exploit its full value,

3, (C) SOLUTION: In order to reduce the time and effort involved in an-
alyzing and interpreting this infovmation, and to exploit its full poten-
tial, the Division developed a system employing the UNIVAC 1005 computer.
The raw data for each program is obtained from a careful screening of the
daily Intelligence Summary, the Operational Situation Report, and the G2
and G3 Journals, by the G3 Doctrine and Training Division, There are no
additional report requirements imposed on the field commanders, The raw
data is extracted from these source documents and recorded manually on
work cards on a daily basis, These work cards are then delivered to the
AG Machine Records Branch where they are converted to punch cards and
processed through the computer which produces the desired prograsmed data
in a tabular form. The data is then analyzed by the G3 Doctrine and Trai
ing Division and applied to graphs, charts and map overlays for ease of
interpretation by G2 and G3 persannel,

Downgraded at 3 year intervals

7 Declassified after 12 years,
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blems faced by this Division has been the extremely heavy incidence of
mines and booby traps in the Division area. The first effort of the com-
puterization program was to develop some method or methods to counter this
threat. The input data for this program consists of the unit involved by
size and type, the location of the mine or booby trap, the time of day en-
countered, the type of mine or booby %rap, the manner in which it was lo-
cated or detonated, casualties produced and/or equipment damaged. The tab-
ulated output data provided the Division with information concerning the
most critical areas for this type of incident, the greatest casualty pro-
ducing devices, some indication of the emplacement times and, correlated
with G2 information, it provided indications of the best method of counter-
ing this activity, In unpopulated areas, seismic sensors were emplaced in
areas of heavy activity, When sensor activation was monitored, air burst
artillery would be fired over the area, In populated areas, ambush patrols
were employed between the mined or booby trapped areas and the adjacent
hamlets, These tactics have definitely discouraged enemy mine layling teams.
One month's experience with these countermeasures resulted in reductions
from 15 to one mine encountered along Highway 64, from 11 to three mines
encountered along Highway 249 and from 20 to eight mines encountered along
Highway 7A. At a critical intersection the Division MSR, mining incidents
dropped from an average of ten per month to three for the month of May.

Program 543B - Maneuver Unit Operations Summary - This program was
designed to indicate the type of operation which would be most effective
in a particular area, The raw data used in this program consists of the
date and time of the operation; the size, type and identity of the unit;
the type of terrain; the type of operation; the type of support used, and
the results, Thus far, this program has indicated the most successful type
of operations that have been conducted in any one of the twenty-six geo-
graphical subdivisions of the Division area of operations, It has also in-
dicated those areas in which the Division troops incur the greatest casual-
ties, and has indicated the productivity of the various units within the
Division, Indications are also develcping of the areas which require
greater fire support and of the types of fire support which are most effec-
tive in a given area, This program is developing into a very valuable
planning toocl, (Sss inclosurs 1)

Program S43C - Statistical Summary - This program provides a daily
record of the results of combat operations by brigade, battalion, squadron,
and division totals., The input data consists of the date of the operation,
the major unit designation, the ratio of possible days to actual days oper-
ation by company, the number of contacts by day and night and the results,
the results of friendly and enemy initiated contacts and the ratios
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Program 9473BS - Fnemy Base Camp Denial - Data 1is recorded on ihe com
bat operations which are conducted in each of the ten enemy base camp are
within the Division's area of operations. This data is similar to that
vwced in Program S43B - Maneuver Unit Operations Summary, The date and ti
unit by size, type and designation; the type terrain and grid; the type o
operation; the type of fire support used, and the results of contacts are
tabulated., This program has provided guidance as to which type of operat
will be most successful in a given base camp area, It has also served as
record of the results of these operations, and provides an indication of
which areas will be the most lucrative for exploitation; again offering t
commander a valuable tool in planning operations.

Program S44A - Enemy Initiated Incidents - Another program which has
produced a highly useful document is Program S544A, which analyzes certain
aspects of each enemy initiated contact. Time and light data, along with
grid, type of incident, target of the incident, the type of weapons used,
and the number of rounds fired are recorded and tabulated, From this dat
the Division has begun to develop indications of what types of incldents
can be expected in particular areas and the times at which they are most
likely to occur.

The success of the computerisation program has led the Division to i
tify other areas which will provide data that can readily be applied to 1
telligence and operational planning,

b, Programs In Process Of Development

Program 543B1 - Tactical Summary - This program is being designed tc
provide a comparison between friendly and enemy casualties and damage ex-
pressed in nine separate ratios for each day,

Program S44B - Caches - Trends and indicators in the location, the
method of emplacement, and the method of protection of enemy caches will
be developed.

Program 543H - Casualties - This program will produce a constant
measurement of friendly casualtiss,

c, Programs Scheduled For Development

. Program SW4C — Contact: = This program will be designed to allow the
Divisiom to trace the movement and activity of any enemy unit once unit
jdentification is made and contact is not completely broken in the area ¢
operation, This data will be correlated with all other intelligence sou
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Program S44J - Ciyeps - The effectiveness of current psycholegical
cperaticns and indications of the most effective means in relation to spe-
cific areas will be developed.

d. Tlanpned Preogrameg

Program SY4F - Terrorism - This program will indicate patterns of
terrorist acts and possible countermeasureas.,

Program 543G - Scout Dogs - This program will measure the success of
the scout dog effcrt and indicate those areas in which their use will be

most effective,

Program S43F - 25th Aviation Battalion Support - The Division will
gain data on the most efficient use of its organic aviation resources.

Program 943D ~ Artillery Support ~ Measurements of the comparative
effectiveness of the different types of fire missions will be developed
as a guide to the employment of this resource.

4, (C) CONCLUSICNS: This system is not designed to supplant normal staff
procedures or sound judgement., It does, however, reduce a great amount of
data to manageable proportions and presents it in a manner in wbich it can
be more rapidly and efficiently analyzed, interpreted, and put to: use in
planning operations, The initial results of the program have been highly
encouraging. Several operational problem areas have been brought under
control and the utility of the system is becoming more apparent as the pro-
gram expands.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Ao

1 Incl ROBERT L. FAIR
Operational Effectiveness Colonel, G5
Chart Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION:

15 - COMUSMACV, ATTN: J3
15 - CG, USARV, ATTN: G3
15 - CG, IT FFV, ATTN: G3 /7Y
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TYPE OPERATION

Recon in force

Security Ops

Combat Assault

Ambush Patrol

tire Spt Base

Patrol Base

Convoy Scty Op

Riverine Ops

€O_DAYS EN KIA & PW
2206 2556
1246 550
576 402
480 138
1612 L37
121 679
s 59 133
12 L

BC_RATIO

25.8

19.3

17k

4.9

21.2

19.0

100%

Chart Depictirs Cumulative Data For Division
Area Derived From Program 543B - Maneuver
Unit Operations Summary

Incl 1 to Incl 7

175

CONFIDENT 1AL




AYPOMH June 18, 1969
SUBJECT: Combat’' After Action Interview Report

THRU: Commanding General
United States Army Vietnam
ATTN: Command Historian
APO San Francisco 96375

10 Headquarters
Department of the Army
ATTN: O,C,M,H,
Washington, D.C,, 20315

1. (C) NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION: Might Hawk Operations - Night offensive
helicopter operations employing the Xenon Searchlight and Night Observation
DGVicec

2. (U) DATES OF QPERATION: 15 April 1969 - 15 June 1969.
3. (C) LOCATION: 25th Infantry Division TAOR,
4, (C) CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: 25th Infantry Division.

S. (U) PERSON BEING INTERVIEWED: Major Robert P, Greene, S3, 25th Aviation
Battalion.

6. (U) REPORTING OFFICER: Historian, 25th Infantry Division.,

7. (C) TASK QRGANIZATION: Six (6) UHIH helicopters, four (&) provided by
Company A, 25th Aviation Battalion, amd two (2) provided by Troop D, 3rd
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, are allocated, two (2) per brigade, nightly.

8. (C) SUPPORTING FORCES: No specifie supporting forces are designated for
Night Hawk operations, Mortar and artillery fires from the battalion fire
support bases, Army Aviation and Air Force support are available to exploit
Night Hawk contacts,

el & CONF IDenTIaL
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b. !hg&hgg - Pog, haze and rain will seriously limit the effective-
ness of Night Hawk operations due to the difficulty of cbservation and
orientatiom. The infra-red cepability, however, will permit effective
operatioms in the absenca of ambient light, as will the night observstion
device if used in conjunction with flare illumination,

ce Zarrain - Night Hawk operations are most successful over open
terrain where observation is unrestricted, or over roads, traills, and
streams in vegetated areas along which the enemy is likely to move,

10, (C) MISSION: Night Hawk operations are conducted to interdict
enemy movement during the hours of darkness by detection and destruction
of his personnel and vehicles, Night Hawk helicopters will also reaoct
to radar sightings, seismic sensor activations, visual sightings of
eneny indirect fire positioms, and to contaets by ground forces.

11, (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATION:

a, Configuration of Night Hawk ico 8 - The UHIH helicopter
is equipped ;itE an A/V5S-2 Yenon E;Erchfigﬁt and an AN/TVS-U4 Might
Observation Device mounted coaxially (N.O.D. over the Xenon Searchlight)
on the swivel mount in the left gunner's well of the helicopter, 4n
operator seated in the left gunner's seat operates both pieces of
equipment, An M-134 7,62 "minigun®™ is mounted on a swivel mount in the
left cargo door and manned by a gunner seated on the left side of the
cargo compartment (see photograph 1), 4n M-60 machine gun is mounted on the
swivel mount in the right gunner®s well of the helicopter and manned by
the crew chief, A sniper with an M-14 rifle with starlight scope is seated
in the right cargo door of the helicopter (see photograph 2), s pro-
vides the helicopter with a night vision capability and firepower om both
sides; however, the infra-red and white light capability exist only on
the left side, (Noter This describes the present standardized config-
uration, There were severai previous versions, but this has proven to
be the most effective with the current available assecis.)

b. W - S4x (6) UHIM helicopters are configured
as above each evening beginning at 1600 hours. Total aircraft prepar- \
ation time to include fueling, arming; and the pre-flight check is approx-
imately two (2) hours, Four (4) helicopters from Company 4, 25th Aviation
Fattalion, and two (2) helicopters from Troop D, 3rd Squadrou, 4th Caval-
ry, are tasked for Night Hawk missions each night, Normally two (2)

Night Hawk helicopters are allocated to each brigade. The brigades may

CONFIDeNT /AL
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the necessary fire clearances which must be obtained 101" LLVEHR @& FFsS =0
brigade/battalion representative accompanies each misslon to perform
necessary liaison, to jdentify friendly locations and to give clearance
to fire. Flight paths for each mission are planned along known or sus-
pected enemy linos of commund.cation, and if possible, planned to avold
flying directed over friendly locations. Bach Night Hawk aircraft flies

2 to 3 missions nightly. .

12, (C) EXECUTION: The Night Hawk aircraft flies over the area of

search at an altitude of from 500 to 700 foet and at a speed of approx-

60 lnots. This has been found to be the optimum altitude/speed combin-
ation for target detection. The pilot maintains location orientation

at all times, The observer cn the left side scans the area to the left
front of the flight path through the Night Observation Device. When a
possible target 1s acquired, the observer notifies the pilot who immedi-
ate goes into a left orbit around the target and informs the unit repre-
sentative of their present location, If the observer confirms the target,
and the unit representative glves clearance to fire, the observer 11lum-
inates the target with white light and the gunner engages the target with
the minigun, Target acquisition and engagement on the right side of the
ship follows the same sequence. except that the target. is marked by tracers
from the M-14 rifle and engaged with the M-60 machine gun. If there is in-
sufficient ambient light for the use of the night observation device, two
alternate metlods may be employed, The observer on the left side can
§11uminate that area with the Xenon Searchlight in the infra-red mode and
observe the area with the AN/TVS-4 Night Observation Device, The other
method involves the use of preplanned 4,2" mortar i1lumination to augment
the ambient light. The Night Hawk can cearch areas up to four (4) iilo-
meters from the point of 11lumination, with the Night Observation Device,

13, (C) RESULTS: Since Night Hawk operations began on 15 April, 106
VC/NVA (body count) have been killed and 22 sampans have been destroyed
in 62 separate contacts. There have been no U,S, casualiles and one
helicopter has sustained light damage from enAmy fire,

14, (C) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

a, One continuing provlem for Night Hawk operatlons is that in
areas containing ARVN forces or concentrations of friendly civilians,
clearance to fire, which mst be obtained from the ARVN or Sector
Headquarters, often 1s not received until after the target has been

lost,

b. Supplyt Four thousand (4,000) rounds of 7,62 ammnition are
Joaded for the minigun, One thousand, five hundred (1,500) rounds of

CONFIDeNT 1A L-
178




c. Obggrver Traiging: 4n average of seven (7) nights of operation
are required for the observers to become proficient in acquiring targets.

15. (U) SFECIAL BQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES: Described above.

16, (C) ANALYSIS: In terms of results vs, effort, these operations
have been highly successful. One hundred and six (106) enemy have been
killed, while the division has incurred only light damege to one heli-
copter. It is also significant that the majority of engagements have
been with groups of 2 to 3 enemy, many moving by sampan, indicating that
the enemy lisison, communications, reconnaissancs and supply elements
are the most seriously effected. The interdiction of this type of enemy
activity is proportionately more damaging to his operations, for it stril
at his ability to ~ontrol and coordinate his mdlitary and political effo:
Might Hawk operations have significantly expanded the Division's control
over the area of operations at night. Night Hawk operations in conjuncti
with radar, sensory devices, night patrols, and ambushes are developirg
into a system of night surveillance and control over the battlefield.

Ao X2,

P

2 Incl MICHAEL D, KEATING
1., Photograph - Night Hawk Major, Armor _
(left side) Commanding A
2, Photograph - Night Hawk S
(rigit side) /

|
CFs: ]

2 - CG, USARV, ATTM: G3
2 - CG, II FFV, ATTN: G3
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AVICCS 3 June 1969
SUBJECT: Hedgerow Clearing Operations (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, (U) GENERAL: In order to assist operations and improve security in the 25th
Infantry Division TAOR, & program of hedgerow and jungle clearing was initiated
by the 65th Engineer Battalion supported by Rome plows from the 20th Engineer
Brigade. While the Rome plow operations were successful in olearing fields of
fire around the Division's fire support bases and denying the enemy conoealment
fvom which te ambush the Division's supply routes, certain problems were noted,

2, (C) PROELEM: Rome plow operations have inherently threse basic problems,
First, Rome plow operations necessitate ths modification of a large number of D7
bulldesers, This consigns the tulldozers to jungle clearing operations, the
Rome plow configuration having only a limited usefullness in general oombat engi-
neer missions, Seocond, & large rumber of bulldozers are needed to olear hedge-
rows, The Rome plows use an echelon formation with overlapping sectors when
cisaring & thiok hedgerow, Thbis necessitates the use of mish time and equipment.

‘The third problem in Rome plow operations is the vulnerability of the equipment

and operators to mines and booby traps., 4n alternate method of clearing hedze-
rows which would alleviate some of these disadvantages was desired.

3, (C) SOLUTION: On 2 June 1969, Company E, 65th Engineer Battalion began using
a new method for clearing bedgerows., This new method utilives a heavy naval
anchor ohain and two Mi8 tanks, In operation, the tanks formonline, parallel
to and at the end of the hedgerow to be olearsd; one snd of the anochor ochain 1s
attached to each tank and the chain thus traiis out behind the vehlcles in an
elongsted "U%, (Ses Inolosurs 1) As the tanks move down the length of hedgerow
on either sids, the chain ocuts under the hedgerow itself. This operation uproots
trees and clumpe of bamboo exposing tunnels and oaches and &lso safely detonates
mines and booby traps planted in hedgerow, Large areas of foliage are hand-
led in much the same manner, The chain is pulled through the ares with one tank
in the olearsd area and one in the foliage. (See Inolosure 2) All areas and
hedgerows to be oleared are first resonnoitered by direct and indireot fire.

The effectivencus of this now method for hedgerow clearing was recognised

_ ipmediately, However, it was found that the use of tanks for this operation re-

sulted in excessive maintenance problems; the transmission of the tank not
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followed by a Rome plow approximately 150 meters behind the chain. The Rom
is used to clear any heavy obstructions which the bulldozer drawn chain is

t> move, Each of the vehicles is equipped with an AN/PRC-25 radio which fa
tates command and control by the officer in charge, The crew of each bulld
consists of a driver and guard who, for personal safety, are equipped with

helmets and flak jackets, In addition to the vshicle operators, the engine
also supply a demolition team responsible for destroying all mines and boob
traps not detonated by the chain and all bunkers and tunnsls uncovered in t
operation, Security for ths team is provided by a mechanized infantry comp

4, (C) RESULTS: Hedgerow clearing using the chain method was initiated al
Highway 6A between Trang Bang and FSB Pershing and in the arsa southwest of
Pershing (XT 50z4, XT 5025, XT 5124, XT 5125), The 40 for chain clearing h
been expanded to encompass large areas of the Citadel (XT 5424), DBetween 2
June and 30 June 1969, approximately 1250 acres have been cleared of hedger
with up to 160 acres a day being cleared. 100 meters of hedgerow can be cl
i~ approximately five minutes, However, large trees, which require several
attempts before falling and the maneuver to turn the chain around at the en
each pass through a hedgerow, are both time consuming parts of the operatio
The weight of the chain used allows not only for rapid clearance of foliage
the hedgerows but also safe detonation of mines and booby traps, The use c
anchor chain provides a safe stand-off distance from the detonation for the
dozer operators, who are further protected by steel helmets, flak Jackets a
radioc headssts, The speed of the operation makes it possible to clear an e
assigned area in a single day thereby preventing the enemy from knowing betf
hand which areas are to be cleared, This lessens the possibility of ambust
and mining incidents. These factors combine to significantly decrease the
ber of casualties sustained by combat engineers engaged in hedgerow clearir
The nurber of mechanized infantry needed to secure a chain clearing operat]
is greater than the number needed to secure Rome plcws, The speed with whi
hedgerows can L cleared and the size of the areas worked with the chain ne
sitate the larger number of security forces,

5, (U) CONCLUSIONSs The early success of this type of hedgerow clearing «
ation has been recognized by the formulation of plans by Company E, 65th Er
neer Battalion for a more extensive hedgerow clearing project in the Citade
The chain clsaring operation haes produced & valusble side benefit; the tea
up of whole clumps of bamboo by the chain has exposed numerous tunnels and
caches, The amounts of enemy munitions and equipment destroyed or evacuate
during the trial period are included in Inclosures 3 and 4, The speed and
thoroughriess of chain clea—ing operations, coupled with increased safety t
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5 Inecl

1.

2
3.

b,
5

Sketch of Hedgerow
Clearing

Sketch of Area Clearing
Munitions Safely Detonated
or Destroyed

Supplies and Structures
Destroyed/Evacuated
Photographs (3)

DISTRIBUTIONS
2 - COMUSMACV, Attns J3

P b s NN

CG, USARV, Attns G3
CG, II FFV, Attns G3

- CG, 1st Inf Div, Attns G3
- CG, 9th Inf Div, Attns G3

CG, 1st Cav Div, Attn:s G3
CG, CMAC, Attn: G3

CG, 199th LIB, Attn: G3
CO, 1ith ACR, Attns S3
CG, RTAVF, Attns G3

- CG, 1st ATF, Attns G3

IR A

ROBERT L. FAIR

Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff

ConWFIDenTI1dl
/ 8Y




150 Meters
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é Rome Plow

Clearing Hedgerows,
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Hedgerow
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Detail of Chain Link

Clearing Foliage From Area
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60mm Mortar

8imm Mortar

82mm Mortar

L,2% Mortar

105mm HE

18 5mm CS

155mm HE

8" HE

57mm RR

RPG-2, Round

RPG-2, Booster
RPG-7, Round

RPG-7, Booster
122mm Rocket, Complete
Hand Grenades

Chi Com AP Mines
Chi Com AT Grenades
Claymore Mines
Tilt Rod Mines

25 1b, Mines

T™™-46 Box Mine

CBU

Inclosure 3 to Incl 9
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52mm Propellant

"AK-47 Round

M79 Round

Home Made Grenade

Explosive Booby Trap w/trip wire
40 1b, Mine

Inclosure. 3 (Cont.)

CoNEIDenNTIdL

- WU Hes Ve /s

5 (1bs,)
920
18

11

/87

- F © (= o (=



iTunnels, < wiltil noldledal ouUupplioe alild v IEVIY
Two-man fighting positions

Reinforced fighting positions

.51 cal, MG position

Non~-explosive booby traps

W

Sets, wed gear
Officer's peit w/star
NV.A shirt

Tank radio cable

55 gal, drum w/bandages

s

1 .50 cal, barrel

5 S5KS Carbines

1 82mm mortar tube

1 30 cal, ammo can w/documents

1 .50 cal, ammo. can w/3 1bs, medical supplies

1 " = " w/tape recorder, parts missing
1 = » " » w/6 pair shower shoes

6 " " " " w/Ho Chi Minh sandals

1 " " * w/radio parts

1 = n " * w/GI gas mask

200 lbs, white powder, possibly nitrate or 1lime

- Ehemy ¥illed in Operation, Enemy Bodies Discovered

12 NVA bodies in graves
2 VC killed by 90mm canister round

/8¢
Inclosure 4 to Incl 9 CONFIDeNTIAL
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SET DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) GENERAL., In the process of upgrading the surveillance and target
acquisition of US Army units, occasionally the technology involved in the
develépment of materiel will ovortaxe the capabilities of units 1n the
fiold, Ground Surveillance Radars provide an all weather, 2L hour sur-
veillance capability with the ability to detect targets during poriods of
reduced visibility. They provide accurate target information data per=~
mitting immaediate engagement by fire or other appropriate tactical reac-
tian, Three types of ground survéillance radars are presently employed
within the 25th Infantry Division.

a, AN/TPS-25, A doppler principle radar, organic to division artillery
headquarters battery, with an ability to detect moving personnel at ranges
of 10-12 kilometers under favorable terrain condition, It is used to
provide covorage of those areas determiried to be most lucrative for the
detection of enamy main force movements,

b, AN/PPS-5, A doppler principle radar, organic to division maneuver
battalions with a maximm range of 5 km to detect moving personnel targets,
It is used primarily to provide medium range identification and location
of hostilc targets during periods of reduced visibility with the secondary
mission of providing close in detection of enany movement around fire
support bases, critical bridges and base camps.

c. AN/P°S-lL. A doppler principle radar, retained within divisional
maneuver battalions, with a 1.5 km personnel detection range, They are
sited primarily to provide protection to night defensive positions and
small critical installations such as bridges. '

2. (C) [PROBLEM, During the early months of 1969, = thorough review was
made of 25Th infantry Division ground surveillance equipment and the results
which it had been producing. Porformance was judged to be below the level
expected of the equipment, and a thorough analysis wis made of the complete
ground surveillance radar systan erployed by the 26th Infantry Divisian.,

The evaluation indicated a need for more radar operator and maintenance
training and for improvement in siting and techniques of employment.

3. (C) SCOLUTION. Planning the employment of ground surveillancc radars
is under the genoral staff supervision of the ACofS, G2, The Division

DOWNGRADED AT 3 Y INTBRVALS;
Incl 10 DECIiASSIFIED ALFTER 12 YEARS,
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lThe A/rro=l and AN/ o= rodars Grg wicey ouscioloud eperatloniti and en-
ployiient control of e moncuver batinlion comnandor, He wses current
intellipence indicators to determine "the best possible gite location to
naximize thie suvrveillaince capability. Yo provide greatver information
accurzcy, all AN/ID3-25 and AN/PPR5-5 rador locations are sdurveyed, and
towers are provided tiae AN/TiS-5 to miniuize "dead space", The rodars

are surveyed to an cecuracy of 10-~digit Ull: ccordinate, which contributes
to fast, accurate artillery cngogement, During the past smandi., a concerted
cffort was made to enhionce the capabilitics of ground surveillance radors,
Ln advisory team from USAZCCM inspected all rader sites., A mobile training
tean followed the USAZCON team to all sites, giving advice on siting and
iaintenanco, and giving operators instruction on their radars, lccated ot
their wnique sites. A radar opcrator school wes establisined at Cu Chi.
Graduates from this school are the nuclcus of unit OJY programs, In the
tiie period since training began, threc times as many radar sightings have’
been made as compared to a similar time 'period immediately before training.
The Terget Information Center (TIC) monitors ground surveillance rodar sight-
ings as reported to G2 Operations in the DrOC, After ploiting the sightings.
and analyzing the intclligence situation, the TIC may recommend & combat
response in addition to artillery., The TIC moy also rccommend confirmation
of the sighting by other surveillance wcans,

Lo (C) RESULIS. Results for the period 1 May thru 6 June 1969 cre tebulated
below, Body count is ronerally a result of artillery reaction; howover,

Night Hawk UH~l aircrafit have been incorporated into the system with posi-
tive results, T©Thysical body count is indicated below; however, the actual
nunber of enemy lilled is rwch hisher os indicated by numerous drag mark

and blood trails located in the areas fired on,

THCLUSTVE WU:BIR OF NUIBER OF TAGELS BODY
DATES SIGHTINGS ENG.CED COUNT
1 May - 6 June 69 273 211 L5

Grouwnd surveillance radars hove been notably successtful in giving early
worning of batvalion and multi-battalion attecis on ratrol Bases Diamnond
and Frontier City and at Fire Support Base Croole

5e (C) OCONCLUSIONS. Reliable racors, meamed by compeleat operators and
sited to provide the most effective surveillance, provide the commander
with another tool for observing enemy movcement witnin his arca of inter-
est, The AN/TPS~25 radar, with 2 range of about 12 lilometers, has pro-
duced the most consistent and relisble results, while the AN/PPS~G radar
gives the battalion cormmander an cffective means of early warning against
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SEE DISTRIRUTION

1. (C) GCENERAL. The 25th Infantry Division Llocks thrce major enemy in-
filtration routes leading to Saijon. In the past the cnany has attenpted
to take advantepge of dirkmcess and other periods of reduced visibility to
move his torces, weapons and supplics into positions from which to launch
an attack,

2. (C) PROBLIM. Periods of darkness and reduced visibility dosreascd the
ability of our forces to observe eneny moveunent along suspected infiltration
routes, Aerial obscrvation and patrols were limited in range and in their
ability to cffectively engare enemy forces attempting to cain the advantage
of surprise. Similarly, basc camps and fire support bascs became more vule
nerable to cnemy standoff and ground attack during these periods of reduced
visibility,

3« (C) SOLUTION. In Scptember 1968 the 25th Infentry Division initiated

cvaluation of various sensors, At first, success was limited, but as
techniques improved and response to sensor activations becrme more rapid,
this device proved to be an effective deterrent to encmy movement. Tho
basic typu of scnsor employed by the 25th Infantry Division is the seismic
type which can detect movenent of humens within a radius of about forty ricters
and vchicle movement out to about three hundred netors. Variotions of this
sensor arc the acoustic and the magnetic type which detect noise and metal
objects, respectively. The sonsors are gencrally positioned by hand; how-
ever, of 462 sensors employed since the beginning of the Division DICSTrn,
fifty have becn drophed from helicopters into otherwise inoccesible arcas.
Sensor activation is rcad out on reccivers named "Portatales! at nearby
fire support bases and at a central receiving stotion on Nui Ba Den. Fire
is then brought to bear on the target by artillery and by Night Hawk air-
craft, -

L, (C) RESULTS. Enemy movement has been greatly curtailed slong critical
avenues of approach, Early warning has been given to basc camps and fire
support bascs, cllowing them to prepare for attempted enemy attacks and to
successfully defecat the attacking force. Intelligence has becen obtained of
intended enemy movement, and freedom of the night bhas been denied him, Mine
laying teams have been detected and cither killed or driven oft, ond mining
incidents along critical roads have been drrmatically reduced. Accurate
evaluation of the cffect of sensors on encmy forces has not been possible, as

DOATiGJIADED AT 3 YR INTERVALS;.
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sensing. lHowewor, tic table below dncdcates paysicll toly LUy wadd ilo Wi
past scveral weoks; ag well as the scepe of tie 25th lnfantry Division scn~
50T DTO[LTMI,

TCLUSIVE TOTAL SENSORS NUIBIL OF NUMIER F1RED  BODY
DATES EMPLOYED ACTIViJ10NS UPoN COUNT
9-15 Moy U5 178 102 27
16-22 May 180 333 226 89
23-28 May 191 250 234 L3
29 Moy-L June 191 232 176 39

5. (C) CONCLUSIONS, The scnsor is a valuable tool for tho commander in
combat, Encmy movement can be detected and interdicted swiftly with no denger
to friendly troops., Sclected targets can be sceded with scnsors, and tho
readout can be used for intelligence, 1n the past sensors have been ased in
a rclotively fixed location once placed; however the 25th Infantry Division

is testing the concept of making sencors available on a limited basis to
isolated votrol base commanders for usc as carly warning devices, and initial
results are fovorable. Use of the sensor by comnanders is limited only by
ingenuity and initiative.
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SEis DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) GENiRAL. The 25th Infaniry Division TAOIL 4s subject to heavy
eneimy mining, During the period 1 January-30 April 1969 therc were over
28 road mining incidents per week in this arca, The magnitude of the
problem had previously been recognized and eiforts to counter mining acti-
vity had centored on improvement in detoction methods and cquipnent, Con-
siderable cffort, to include specialirmea individual training and improvo-
ment of mine detection equipment, has been expended 1o increasc the per-
centaze of mines found vorsus those detonated by friendly vehicles or
personncl, Thesc measwres produced some degreec of success, but cnemy cm-
ployment of non-metallic mines incroased the possibility that a rmino
would be missed by tho mine swecp team., Hiployment of iminec rollers proved
to be only marginally successful, as many mincs do not detonate under tho
first vchicle passing over them,

2, (C) PROBLEM, The problem facing tho 25th Infantry Division thus be-
came ong of minimizing encmy road mining activity. Using the Univac 1005
computer assigned to the Division AG scction, statistics on enemy road
nining were compilod and analyzed, The analysis rcvealed that over fifty
percent of road mining activity in the Division TAOI was concentrated in
four sectors of road having a total length of about four and one-half
lilometcrs. Three of the four sectors of road were on LOC's lecading to
25th Infantry Division fire support bases, and the remaining soctor was
at a major inlersection on the Division ISR. Two of the roads leading to
firc support bases support virtually no civilian traffic, while that )
portion of the MSR being mined expericncod very little civilian activity,.

3, (C) SOLUTION. Once the problem areas had becn 1solcoted, tactics were
developed to cownter the enemy'!s minc laying activities, Sensor fields
were emplaced in the critical areas, and ambush patrol activity wes in-
crcased, Artillery VT fire was put on alert to respond to both the sen-
sors and to the patrcls, Night Hewk sircreft equipned with IR lights,
night observation devices, and miniguns fly throughout the Division TAOIL
nightly, and the crews of these UH-1 aircraft are placed on the alert for
any sign of enemy activity in the four most heavily mincd areas. Any

DOY'NGRADED AT 3 YR INTERVALS;
Incl 12 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
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Lhe (C) RESULTS. The intensified countermine projram has been in effect
for one montn. Results for this limited period indicate that the effort
expended has been worthwhile., The cector of MSR which has previously ex-
perienced an average of ten mining incidents Der nonth had only thrae
incidents during May 1969, The three sectors of LOC which have previously
experienced an average of fifteen, twenty and eleven mining incidents per
month respectively, had only one, ecight and three mining incidents during
May 1969, Persomnel and equipment losses showed a corresponding decrease,
Sez Inclosure 1,

5, (C) CONCLUSION. The program outlined above is felt to be a good be~
giming for offective preventiva of mine casualties and damage. The nume
ber of mines detonoted can be reduced by improved mine sweep techniques
and equipment, but all incidents can’be eliminated only by denying the en~
enemy the ability to place his mines. The success of our sensor program
combined with ambush patrols and rapid artillery reaction indicates that
this is a feasible goal., The tactics employed have definitely discouraged
enemy mine plancing teams in their attempt to harass our forces,
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HEAVIEST MINLIG ZXPURIENCID ON ROADS
BORCERING CITADII,

MINING ALSO DROPED QFF DURING PRE-TET
"FERIOD

" RCADS MOST HZAVILI MINED ARE ROUTES GA,
7A, 239, IND 26, 249 AND 1

METALLIC MINES ARE FOUND AIMOST EXCLU-
SIVELY ADJACENT TO NVA BASE AREAS

VC EMPLOY NON-METALLIS MINWES WITH
IMPROVISED DE7:ONATORS

EXPERITICE FACYORI

MAR 1969 6l $9
APR 1969 53 71
MAY 1969 L2 38

VEHICLES DAMAGED EY MINKS
MAR 1969 67
APR 1969 170

MAY 1969 31

# After initiation of countermine n‘.-eas\}lres' being
taken in selected areas.
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SEE DISTRIBUTION

1., (C) GENERAL, The 25th Infantry Division has available numerous and
diverse sources of intelligence as well as a varied combat response
capability. Fleeting targets require immediate recognition of their
existence end dissemination of this information to enable rapid engage-
ment and destruction. Though the nature of the target determines the
most appropriate means of response, priorities may dictate the use of

a less suitable reaction, o

2. (C) PROBLEM, The problem of target acquisition is threefold:

(1) to better integrate incoming, all-source information, (2) to have
quicker confirmation of suspected targets, and (3) to rapidly disseminate
target data to appropriate action agency. -

3, (C) SOLUTION. A Target Information Center (TIC) has been established
as a central agency for efficient conversion of all-source information into
targets for combat response, The TIC's key task is to recognize the initial
elue to a possible target and to direct additiomal collection efforts to
expand this initial limited knowledge into a specific target, Timely dissem-
inntion of the resulting target information is an important condideratiom.

a, The TIC is composed of a G2 Element and a Fire Support Element,
Two officers and two enlisted men cach from the G2 Section and the Division
Artillery are assigned to the TIC, This strength provides a manning lovel
of one officer and one enlisted man for each element during two twelve-hour
shifts (Inclosure 1). The G2 has staff responsibility for the TIC, Direct
supervision is exercised through the G2 Air in coordination with the isals-
tant Fire Support Coordimator, Two organizational factors are considered
to be critical to the success of the TIC: - (1) it is located in the Division
Tactical Operations Center (DTOC), and (2) the TIC is not a separate oper-
ational elementj the targets it develops are recommended to the @3, Division
Artillery and the Brigades for their action, These two feztures are essential
to preserve established organizational and operational lines,

DOSNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YFARS:
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bridges, is obtained from interpretation of aerial photography and from
visual reconnaissance; Army aviators and Air Force pilots are debriefed,
as well as artillery observers, G2 Air observers, Forward Air Controllers,
and Airborne Persomnel Detector (People Sniffer) mission crew members.
Data also is obtained from the following sensors: Infrared (IR) or “Red
Haze"™ (TAB A), Side Looking Airborne Rader (SLAR) (TAB B), Duffel Bag
seismic and acoustic devices (TAB C), Airborne Personnel Detector (TAB D),
and Ground Surveillance Radars (AN/TPS-25, LN/PPS-5 and AN/PPS-L) (TiB E).
Other sources of information are intelligence reports, interrogation reports
from prisoners and ralliers, agent reports, Long Range Reconnaissance Patro.
and enemy contacts,

c. The basic working tools of the TIC are a 1:50,000 map of the
DIVISION TAOI on which the indicators of recent activity are maintained
for the previous seven days, together with an acetate overley of hard
target. locations and trail activity, The latter data is maintained on
a permanent basis, Symbols are shown in Inclosure 2. Thc indicators
of recent activity are color-coded by day of the week using 1800 - 1800
hours time frames in order to maintain continuity -of night sensars. For.
rapid selection of active targets, it is only necessary to superimpose
the hard targets overlay on the mep and, by visual inspection, determine
the hard targets in close proximity to the activity indicators. sause
plotting and extracting coordinates from the hard target plots cor )unds
inaccuracy, a hard target library is maintained with targets filed by
10,000 meter grid squarec. The six or eight digit coordinate is then
used to verify the nrecige location for accurate combat yvesponses Records
are kept on all targets developed, by source, to include the results
obtained from the response (Inclosure 3).

L. (C) The Target Information Center has been operating since April,
Results gained have been gratifying. Results for May, by sensors are
given in the appropriate TAB, During the first two wecks of June, sensor
target acquisition and appropriave combat response, coordinated by the
TIC, has been credited with 30 enemy KIA (BC), 6 enemy KIA (POSS), L
secondary explosions and the discovery of 1000 pounds of rice.

5, {(C) CONCLUSION. The Target Information Center, as tailored by the -
26th Infentry Division, has been successful in making the sensor program,
in conjunction with all other intelligence sources, an effective means of
target acquisition, Success of the TIC and the associatcd sensor programs,
in both the paddy and jungle areas of the "Tropic Lightning" TAOR indicates
these concepts may have wide applicability in areas of similar terrain,

201
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Mountainous areas, with their unique problems, may require eome drastic
modification of the Sensor programs described herein, but the concept

of a central agency integrating all-gource information, quickly confirming
suspectcd targets, and disseminating target data to operational elements
should be valid in any terrain, under all “"hot" war conditions,

v /ZZ—VM/ /[4471
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1. (C) RED KAZE: The Red Haze program, employing airborne infrared
sensor equipment, provides the 25th Infantry Division with a valuable,
day or night, surveiliance capability., Present aircraft assets allow
surveillance of 800 to 1000 square kilometers in a 2L hour period.
This is considered adequate coverage of the Division's TAOR.

2. (C) There are three sources of sensor information available to the
Division: '

a. The OV-1C Mohawk ajrcraft, mounting tho AN/ARS-1k sensor, has
a visual display in the cockpit of the area being sensed, This display
exists for only four seconds before a new area is displayed. Under ideal
conditions of an easily plottable area, in good weather, and the systen
working well, inflight reports of fires can be mde. Exporience has
shown that ideal conditions exist so seldom, that inflight reporis are
Trare. '

b, All information received by the airborne sensor can be simiitan-
eously transmitted to a Ground Sensor Terminal (GST) AN/TAQ~1, The GST
records information on film imagery and displays the information in the
same manner as tho aircraft., The imagery from the GST 1s processed and
interpreted in facilities immediately adjacent to the GST,

c. In the event that & data link can not be obtained between the
aircraft and the GST, the imagery in the aircraft is downloaded at the
Division airfield., Processing and interpretation is accompli.shed as
with data link imagery. Normally, information from data linked imagery
is the most valid and the most rapidly disseminated.

3, (C) During the dry senson, numerous grass, brush and forest fires
exist in the Division ThOR. The majority of these fires can be read
out of the imegery due to their distinctive signature. These returns
are not repcrted. Likewisc, returns from villages and hamlets are not
reported in either season. "Sanitized" reports are immediately dissem-
imated by the G2 Air to the Target Informetion Center and to jnterested

brigades without further evaluation, The TIC berins analysis of the

" poturns end when 2 correlation is made betwecn & return and other intel~-

ligence, this information is disseminated to units with a recommendation
as to aporopriate combat responsce The TIC may also recommend further
confirmation through the use of Night Hawk, Ground Surveillance Radar

or other means, -

Incl 1 to Incl 13
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b. Areas searched by Airborne Persomnel Detector Missions in order
to obtain confirmation of activity.

c. Arcas recommended by the TIC suspccted of being occupied by the
eneny.

d. Areas over which no visual or photo roconnaissance has been made
during the previous 2l hours,

e, Alreas of densc foliage where little or no intelligence exists .
ag a result of visual or photo reconnaissance, :

5. (C) Typically, a Red Haze mission of four to six target areas roquires
three hours to be flown. Imagery from the GST is processed after mission.
completion. It is processcd in thirty minutes to an hour and then inter-
preoted. Therefore, the time between completion of the first target area
and dissemination of the information may be five hours. To reduce this
time, unprocessed imgery of high priority target areas is removed from
the GST as arcas are completed by the aircraft. ' Processing snd inter-

‘pretation follows resulting in a delay time of only two hours.

6. (C) Recently, in conjunction with IT FFORCEV, the 25th Infentry
Division coordinated & hunter«killer team consisting of an OV=1C Mohawk
and a "Shadow" aircraft, The Red Haze aircraft, operating over a known
enemy base camp area which has been cleared for free firs, acquires a
target with its sensor and drops a flare rigged to burn on the ground.
The Mohawk turns 180 degrees, acquires the flare and the origipel target,
and drops a second flare. The "Shadow® then engages the area between the
flares, Though two operations of this nature have been tried with no
positive results reported, tho hunter~killer team scemsideally suited

to operating in War Zone ercns and these operations will continue depen=-
ding upon “Shadow" availability. ' ‘

7. (C) In its role of target acquisition, the Red Haze program has been
credited with 8 enemy KIL (BC), LO bunkers destroyed and numerous fighting
positions uncovered, during the month of May,
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1. (C) Side Looking Airborne Radar: SLAR is capable of providing the
Division with day or .night surveillance of the entire TAOR in 21l but
henvy storm conditions. Thc imagery produced in the OV-1B Mohawk aire-
craft cockpit and Ground Sensor Terminals gives SIAR a capability of
detecting moving targets and roporting them within four (L) minutes of
being sensed,

2. (C) Locations of targots are given as 6-digit UM coordinates. In
arcas wherc streams, rivers and roads are discernable on the lmagery,
6-digit coordinates arc considered accurate, However, in arecas where
the approximately 1:500,000 scale imagery is difficult to plot, the
interpreted lecation is accurate to no less than plus or minus two
hundred metcrs,

3. (C) SLAR missions are planned aud requested by 0900 hours daily.
SIAR 1is capable of covering the 25th Infantry Division's ares of oper-
ation in two missions with flight lines sixty kilometers in longth,
Two SLAR missions are selected to zive complete coverage of arcas of
high interest or ecxnocted encmy activitye.

4. (C) SLAR is primarily uscd for area surveillance. SLAR has been

‘most successful in confirming night activity on roads, trails and water-

ways which are suspected of beinz infiltration routes. Visval recon-

" nmaissance reported a trail and canal network from the Cambodian border,

east to tho Song Vom Co Dong, generally alon;; the XTOO east - west ;rid
line. Almost nishtly, in April; scattered SIAR returns indicated this
route was active. Also in April, visual and photo reconnaissance of the
Trapezoid (XT55L0) indicated north - south foot and oxcart trails were
heavily used and terminating at the Mushroom (XT6033). SIAR returns
confirmed activity. Ground operations and artillery were employed to
close this encmy route,

5. (C) SIAR acquired tar;ets, due to movement and rcadout delay, are
marginal artillery targets, After SIAR acquisition, a target must be
hunted. This is best accomplished by an aircraft which can locate the
target and destroy it. In February, coordination was made with 2 "Spooky™
aircraft ani the locaticns of SIAR acquired tarpgets were inflizhted to
"Spooky®. Durin; a seven nisht period, #Spouky® reported engacing thres
trucks and five lambrettos, -

6. (c) Recently, helicopters mounting a xeon searchli ht and a .50 cal
michinegun flew Mtrail®" to SIAR aircraft. The lorie area in which SIAR
acquires targets proved to be too large for the helicopters to travel
across, from target to target., The concept has been changed in order

to increase the efficient use of limited air assets. SLAR infli ht.
roports are now made to the TIC, TIC determines the location and dissem-
inates the informtion to tho brigzade which has the nearest Night Hawk
patrol in/the air or on strip alert. To date, this operation has had no
results, . 205
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dovices are succcssfully'omuloybd in tho 25th Infantry ‘Division TAOR to
dotect activity along cnemy routes of infiltration and lines of commun-
ication, Planning and eamployment of Duffel Bap sensor devices and
assoclated monitor stations is under tho gencrel staff supervision of
the ACofS, G2, The Duffel Bag program provides for the efficient
integration of unattended sensors into the Division's surveillance

and intelligence collection plan, Emplaced by aircraft and ground
troops, the scnsor system provides nearly instantancous information

of movement in all kinds of woather, duwring darkness, and in difficult
terrain., The sensors are cmployed of fensively to monitor known enemy
routes of communications, defensively to detect cnemy movement noar
friendly installations; and for intelligence by determinin: the nature,
direction and size of the cnemy force moving past the scnsors,

2, (C) Use of scnsors for offensive, dcfensive or intcllizence missions
may be Jirected by the Commanding General, requestod by a suvbordinate
commander, or rccommended by a staff section, Investigation of an arca
for s»itability of sensor employment is conducted ss follows:

a., The G2 Plans Officer provides order of battle data and conducts
preliminary map study of the icneral area under consideration., Other
targetin; inputs foom the Division Target Informetion Center a.geo SIAR,
Red Haze, and People Sniffer, are considicicl in the investigative process.

b, The G2 Adr photoyraphs the proposed area and the photographs are
analyzed in detail by the Imagery Interpretation Section to detcrmine the
optimum individual senscr locations on the ground, The recommended
locations (8-digit coordimates) are mirked on the photos. These grids
provide excellent puidance to the team that will omplace tne sensors.
Photos are also furnishod to Brigade S2s for. information and plaming,

ce & G2 representative coordlnates with all appropfiato clements
of the Division Staff and the approprinte Brigade beforc finalizing the
gonsor emplacement plan,.

3. (C) The final plan is submitted to G3 Plans who publishes an operations
order directing the brigade to conduct a sensor emplacement operation within
a spocifled timec poriods The tasking directive includes the number of scnsor
devices allocated and specific eites for installation. G2 representatives
provide technical assistance dwrin:; emplaccment.

Tncl 3 to Incl 13 206
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or "ohadow™ .

5. (C) The imginative use of diverse aerial and groimd assots has
mode the Duffel Bag program an outstanding success. Cited holow ore
oxamnles of roecent results obtained:

 a, On1lAqnr 69, six sensor devices were omployed vicinity Convoy
Check Point 36 (XT3472) to reduce cnomy mining activity. During tho 30
day poriod prior to Duffcl Bag omployment at CP 36, Division elcments
recorded 11 mining incidents., During the month of April, only throe
undotected mininy incidents occurod at CP 36. ~Tho Dufful Bag Prosren.
clearly discouraces onony mino laying onoratioms,

b. During the night of 1 ~ 15 Apr 69, heavy Duffel Bag activations
in the Tay Ninh Rocket Belt (XT1154) resulted in artillery engogemént of
an estimated cnemy comnony, Ener KIA and equipment /installations destroyo:
are as follows: -

KIA: 5 NVA (BC) KBA
DESTROYED: 20 rocket firing sitcs
22 rocket aiming stakes
12 bunkers
c. On 26 hpr 69, Division elements coniuctine a ground svmép vicinity
¥T1460 located 19 graves. Credit of 19 enemy KI (BC) was rocorded for
Duffel Bag operations, Heavy sensor activations b.d been detectod in the
area the preceding night, resulting in expenditure of 26 rounds of artil-
lery and cessation of movement and activity.
de In two remote arcas of sovthwestecrn War Zone C , sensor activations
wore encoped by artillory on 17 and 29 May resulting in 7 KIk (8C), and 3
KL (BC), respectively. _ ‘
e. Duffel Baz activotions engaged by artillery or exploited by

ground operations have bocn credited with the following results since
1 Feb 69: ’ '
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3 G
L4 107mm rkts
9 rds 57mm

19 bangalore torpedocs

LI bunkers destroyed
20 rocket sites
33 tons of rice

3 ;rave sites discovered

8 RPG launchers, 27 #PG rounds, 18 RFG boosters
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Jetecior i1as a device used Lo determline the wresence ¢l personnel and
provide the immediate readout of this information., Therc aro two typos
of personnel detectors available for uso in the 25th Infantry Divisions
The Dotection, Concealed Personncl Detoctor, Aircraft Mounted, XM3 (Aip-
borne Porponnel Detoctor) and the XM-2 Personnel Dutector (Manpack),
Tho XM3-APD ("Sniffer") consists of two identical, but independont,
detocting modos, and provides two independont rcadouts for "combination

roadings®, Tho XM-2 Manpack is aircraft mountod only when an APD is not
availablo,

2, (C) In order to facilitato rapid communication of detector sensings,
a simplified readout system was devoloped using an alpha code to denote
"combination roadings":

Alpha ~ 80 to 100 ua readings on both scalcs
Bravo - 60 to 80 ua readings on both modes

Charlic « 80 to 100 uz roadings on ammonia mode
Delta - 60 to 80 ua roadings on cmmonia mode

The background is established to read between 30 and 4O ua for each area
searched and an increase in tho rcading indicates prescnco of parsonnel
in the area, Expericnco has shown that Alpha and Charlie readings are
tho most roliable indicators of personnel presence,

3. (C) The utilization and offeotiveness of thc APD is influenced by
many variables, Experience has shown the following to be the major
varisbles which can be controllod through cayeful planning and briecfing:

a. Flight Pattorn of the Sniff Aircraft. The exhaust of the sircraft
will affoct the APD, Thecrefore, it is important that the flight pattern
be such that the aircraft is always moving upwind (see Inclosure E;.

Flying a flight pattern perpendicular to the direction of the wind from
dowrnwind to uowind will minimizo tho influonco of the exhaust, For maximum
area coverage, the distance betweon logs of the flight pattern should not
excoed 300 mctors. '

b. Altitude of the Sniff Adircraft. During some poriods of the day
and bocause of the minimum amounts of effluents given off by the human
body, efflucnts do not rise into the atmophperes It is important, there-
fore, to.fly &s low as possible above true tops or the ground level to
get the best responsae, The altitude should be as constant as possible
in an area as variation mry materially affect the regdings, Best results
are obtained whon flying at an altitude less than 50 foet above trce tops,
brush or grass,

Incl & to Incl 13 . 0107
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usuxlly exists from approximately .1000 hours until the earth and air
reach equal temperatures (neutral gradient) at approximately 1400 hours
(see Inclosure 5). ,

d, Wind speceds above 10 knote rapidly dissipatc the cffluent. - °
Therofore, winds of 1.ss than 10 knots are desireable and actually
improve downwind detection capabilities,

e. It is ohvicus that wind direction affects locating the source
of the effluent and, by patterning the search in an upwind direction,
the sources can be pinpointed. As each pass of ‘the nsniffer® comes
closer to the effluent the readings will increase until “Sniffer" is
uphind of the reading vhen a sharp decrease will be evident,

f. The redns of the wet season improve the performance of the APD
by eliminating residual effluents (lasting up to 2k hours in the dry
season without wind). However, the personnel detector can not be employed

during rain due to flight safety regulations and characteristics of the
machine, :

ge It is important that an area to be sniffed be free of effluents
produced by smoke, explosive fumes and aircraft exhaust, These tend to
mask human effluents. '

h. The APD is not a quantitative device., No correlation between
level of readings and number of personnel detected can be made due to

_variables invclved, Readings will increase, in theory, with an increase

in stay time of persomncl, but, rcadings will also be detected for a
number of hours after personnel have departed, and vegetation tends to
prolong this remidual effect,

L. (C) APD missions shot id be integrated into the overall tactical
plan of thc brigades. Commanders should indicate general areas of
interest. The "Sniffer® operator and the Chemical Officer at each
Brigade should assist planning personnel in developing a search pattern
to maximize the usefulness of the APD,

5. (6) It is recommended that the aircraft team used on a ®Sniffert®
mission consist of & "slick" carrying the APD, and two gunships for
protection. An IOH is desirable and is employed for visual reconnaie-
sance of areas of significant readings. 4 navigator/plotter in one of
the gunships controls the "Sniffex" search pattern, plots actual flight
lines and amnotates the plot with readings. He is in communication with
the ®Sniffer® operator at all times,

210
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scent, Riot Control Agent CS should be dispensed to drive the enemy out
of hiding, The area of CS employment should be closely observed for
movement, CS should be carried on all APD missions and used as often
as the situation allows,. :

8. (C) The Target Information Center has made extensive use of infor-
mation from AFD as a valid indication of enemy occupation of bunker
cumplexes and other “hard targets®, During the period 15 = 30 May 69,
twelve areas were engaged by artillery or airstrikes resulting in 12

enemy KIL (BC), S secondary explosions, 27 bunkers and 8 tunnels destroyed,
The 25th Infantry Division has recently embarked on a plan where all Eagle
Flights and Aerorifie operations will be accompanied by "Sniffer" as a
means of finding lucrative insertion areas. The program is too new to

be assessed at this time,
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1. (C) Ground Surveillance Radars. Ground Surveillance Radars provide

all weather, 2l hour surveillance capability with the ability to detect
targets during periods of reduced visibility., They provide accurate

target information data permitting immediate engagement by fire or other
uppropriate tactical reaction, Three types of ground surveillance pedars are
presently omployed within the 25th Infantry Division. '

a, AN/TPS-25, A doppler principle radar, organic to Division
Artillery Headquarters Battery, with an ability to detect moving person-
nel at ranges of 10~12 lilomoters under favorable terrain condition, It
is used to provide coverage of those areas determined to be most lucrative
for the detecction of enemy mein force movemants, ‘

b, AN/PPS-5, A doppler principle radar, organic to division man-
ouver battalions with a maximum range of 5 kilometers to detect moving
personncl targets. It is used primarily to provide medium range jdenti-
fication and location of hostile targets during periods of roduced
viaibility with the sccondary mission of providing close in detection
of enemy movement around fire support bascs, critical bridges and base
camps. :

c. AN/PPS-L, A doppler principle radar, retained within divisional
maneuver battalions, with a 1.5klémeter detection range. They are sited
primrily to provide protection to - ight defensive positions and small
critical installations such as bricges, '

2. (C) Planning the employment of ground surveillance radars. 18 under
the general staff supervision of the ACofS, G2, The Division Artillery
Commander is responsible for the operational employment of AN/TPS-25 .
radar, i,c. selcction of site locations which maximize surveillance
capability in areas directed by the Commanding General, and for providing
long range surveillance capability in areas directed by the Commanding
General., The LN/PPS-L and AN/PPS-5 radars are under autonomous operational
and employment control of the maneuver battalion commanders He uses
current intelligence indicators to determine the best possible site -
location to maximize the surveillance capability, To provide grexter
information accuracy; all AN/TPS«25 and AN/PPS-5 ifadad lccationz arc
survoycd, and towore apo provided the AN/PPS-5 to minimize "dead space®,
The radars are surveyed to an accuracy of 10~digit UTM coordinate, which
contributes to fast, accurate artillery engagement., During the past moth,
a concerted effort was rmde to enhance the capabilities of grennd surveil-
lance radars. An advisory team for USABCOM inspected all radaw sites. A
mobile training team followed the USAECOM team to all sites, giving advice
on siting and maintenance, and giving operators instruction on their radars,
located at their unique sites, A radar operator school was established

Incl 5 to Incl 13
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the sichtings and analyzing the intelligance situntion, the TIC moy
recommend & combat responsc in addition to artillery. Tho TIC may also
rocommend confirmtion of tho sighting by other surveillanco moans.

L., (C) Resultsfor the pcriod 1 May thru 6 June 1969 are tabfilated below,
Body count is generally a result of artillery roaction; however, Night
Hawk UH-1 eircraft bhave boen incorporated into the systom with positive
rosults. Physioal body count is indicated below; howover, tho actual
number of onemy killed is much higher as indicated by numerous dreag marks
and blood trails locatod in tho areas fired on. '

INCLUSIVE NUMBER OF NUMBER OF TARGETS ENEMY
DATES STGHT IO S ___ENGAGED KI\_(BC)
1 May - 6 Jun 69 273 211 L5

OGround surveillance radars have been notably successful in giving early
warning of battalion and multi-bettalion attacks on Potrol Bases Diamond
and Frontier City and at ¥ire Support Base Crook.
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